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1. Introduction 
 

 The Blockchain technology is a distributed ledger technology that has attracted attention as 

virtual currencies such as bit coins emerge. One of the core ideas of the blockchain technology is to 

share electronic data recording transaction histories and the like in many network nodes, and to 

manage the electronic data in a so-called "viewed in public" state. Electronic data is not centrally 

managed by a centralized management server, but is encrypted and managed by a number of 

computers that constitute a peer-to-peer (P2P). 

 A blockchain network consists of a series of blocks of data. Each block contains 

information on the hash value of the previous block, and even if one network node is operated 

illegally, it is virtually impossible to tamper with the block or delete the block without impairing its 

consistency with other blocks. In other words, the blockchain technology is attracting attention as a 

technology capable of managing electronic data with high security without requiring the cost of 

installing and managing a centralized management server. 

 In recent years, a number of companies have successively filed patent applications related 

to the blockchain technology*1. Many of these are related to the management of transaction records 

related to commerce and asset management. However, the blockchain technology can be used to 

manage various types of information. 

 This paper briefly explains the blockchain technology, and then introduces patented 

inventions using the blockchain technology by focusing on (a) how the blockchain technology is 

used, and (b) what effect is brought about by the blockchain technology. 
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