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T O P I C

The Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters of the Japanese government has formally
decided "Intellectual Property Strategic Program 2007". The Program includes plans for
realization of prompt patent examination, strengthening of measures against counterfeit and
pirated copies, and the like.
The ultimate goal of the activity for realization of prompt patent examination is to eliminate
waiting time for patent examination. For a start, the program aims at achieving the medium-
term goal to keep the waiting time for the patent examination within 29 months in 2008 and
then to shorten the waiting time to 11 months by 2013.
In order to achieve the goal, the program includes, for example, a plan to strengthen employment
of technical specialists such as postdoctors, OB researchers, and OB examiners, as expert
assistants who assist the examiners and a plan to increase the number of examiners and fixed-
term examiners.
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China and South Korea will Join Japan,
the United States, and Europe in Efforts to
Create Integrated Patent System

Japan and India Signed Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation in Field of
Intellectual Property Rights
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The program also includes a plan to promote infrastructure of intellectual property laws. This
aims at strengthening law enforcement against download of copyright products that are illegally
distributed on the Internet and reproduction from pirated CDs/DVDs, so that more strict
measures are taken against counterfeit products. At present, such download and reproduction
are considered to be private reproductions in a permissible range under the Copyright Law.
However, the program will examine exclusion of such reproductions from the permissible range.
Moreover, as to distribution of pirated products on the Internet Auction, an action to exhibit a
pirated product on the Internet auction will be examined in the program so as to be regarded as
violation of the intellectual property right. At present, although advertisement of fake brand-
name products is illegitimate under Trademark Law, such advertisement has not been
illegitimate under Copyright Law.
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On May 11 and 12 (May 12 and 13 according to Japan Time), Commissioners of the patent offices
of Japan, the United States, Europe, China and South Korea have held a meeting in
Honolulu/Hawaii, the U.S.A. and agreed to cooperate to realize, for example, prompt patent
examination. Although a group of Japan, the United States, and Europe and a group of Japan,
China, and South Korea had separately held three-patent-office-commissioner meetings before,
this was a first joint meeting among the patent offices of the five countries. In the meeting, the
heads of the five patent offices discussed common issues that the five patent offices faced and
solution to the issues.
Currently, applicants of the five countries account for approximately 84% of the global
application filings. Moreover, application filings in these five countries account for approximately
70% of the 1.6 million global application filings in total. Furthermore, 30% of the applications
filed in these five countries overlap within the five countries. Under this circumstance, the five
offices discussed issues concerning (i) mutual utilization of examination results, (ii)
simplification of procedures, (iii) improvement of examination quality, and (iv) efficiency
promotion of patent procedures by introduction of information technology, as inevitable issues in
order to deal with the increasing number of future international application filings. The five
offices agreed to cooperate to deal with these issues.
The Japanese Patent Office says the agreement towards cooperation among the five offices
delivers a strong message to promote worldwide cooperation.
China's active commitment to the international cooperation for the patent system may improve
the intellectual property system and intellectual property right enforcement in China in the
future.

China and South Korea will Join Japan, the United States, and
Europe in Efforts to Create Integrated Patent System
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Japan and India Signed Memorandum of Understanding on
Cooperation in Field of Intellectual Property Rights
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Please Contact us if You have any Comments or Require any Information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to providegeneral
information on the field of intellectual property,and that the description here does not
represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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HARAKENZOWorld Patent & Trademark
Osaka Head Office

HARAKENZOWorld Patent & Trademark
Tokyo Office

ADDRESS: DAIWAMINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

CABLE: KENZOPAT OSAKA
E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)

+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
(GIV)
+81-6-6355-0986

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 12F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6112, JAPAN

E-MAIL: hara-tky@muse.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Key Number)

+81-3-3433-5811
+81-3-3433-5812

FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281
For extension of business, we are moving our Tokyo Office from the 12th floor to
the 21st floor of the World Trade Center Building on August 1,2007. There are no
changes in the phone number, the facsimile number, and the like.


