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A collective trademark "Toyama Kusuri (Medicine)" for which Pharmaceutical Industry
Association of Toyama Prefecture has filed an application with the Japan Patent Office is
registered by August 16, 2007. The targets of this collective trademark registered are household
medicines famous for "Medicine Seller of Toyama".
In the future, creation of a unified design is planned. The unified design will be used for a
medicine box, a package, a packaging material, and the like of household medicines. The unified
design also will be used in public information and advertising activities, during a nationwide
visit of a salesman/saleswomen of the household medicines. Moreover, brand power of "household
medicines of Toyama" is to be strengthened by active implementation of CMs and events. Thus,
industry representing Toyama is planned to be disseminated all over Japan.

Collective Trademark "Toyoma Kusuri (Medicine)" is Registered

1

1. Collective Trademark "Toyoma Kusuri (Medicine)" is
Registered

2. US House Approves Patent Reform

3. Takeda Settles Lawsuit Claiming Remuneration for
Employee Inventions



HARAKENZO

ARAKENZOH
WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

PATENT LAW FIRM

JAPAN

Newsletter September 2007

2

An application of this collective trademark "Toyama Kusuri" is filed in May, 2006 by
Pharmaceutical Industry Association of Toyama Prefecture, with support of "Regionally Based
Collective Trademark Information Distribution Promotion Plan of Toyama". The targets of the
application are various kinds of medicines for household. Nationwide publicity is necessary for
the registration of such a collective trademark indicative of a geographic name for which an
application can be filed by a non-profit incorporated association or an industrial association. The
registration of "Toyama Medicine" is granted for its long history and tradition known for
"Medicine Seller of Ecchu Toyama (current Toyama Region)", or the like.
Household medicine industry of Toyama Prefecture has problems of decrease in sellers of the
medicines as well as decrease in sales of medicines due to a drastic growth of drugstores
expanded nationwide in a chain system. Therefore, the household medicine industry is facing
survival issues. The Pharmaceutical Industry Association of Toyama Prefecture hopes that the
registration of this collective trademark will become a trigger to activate the household medicine
industry of Toyama.
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The U.S. House of Representatives approved the patent reform bill on September 7, 2007 by a
majority vote of 220 to 175. This patent reform bill would shift the U.S. patent system from the
"first-to-invent" system to the "first-to-file" system. In the "first-to-invent" system a patent is
granted to the first inventor whereas in the "first-to-file" system a patent is granted to an
applicant who filed an application for the invention first, when the invention in one invention
has the same content as an invention in another application.
U.S. is only one advanced country that adopts the "first-to-invent" system. Japan and Europe
has been requesting a shift to the "first-to-file" system. This is because, in the "first-to-invent"
system, particularly an individual inventor may file a lawsuit against a patent having been
obtained. This has been a cause of concern in expanding business in U.S. that has a lawsuit
society.
The shift to the "first-to-file" system has also been desired in view of harmonization of the patent
system with various countries and an ultimate establishment of an international standard.
There is still uncertainty in discussion of this patent reform bill in the Upper House or
endorsement of this patent reform bill by the president. However, if this patent reform bill is
approved, a radical reform of the U.S. patent system is to be realized for the first time since
nineteenth century. This reform would influence patent strategies of enterprises of various
nations in U.S.
Howard Berman, in Republican Party, who is the author of this reform bill points out in his
statement that "the Act will inject needed clarity and certainty into the system". He also says
that "While cognizant of the enormity of the change that a 'first-to-file' system may have on
many small inventors and universities, a grace period is maintained to substantially reduce the
negative impact to these inventors." Even after approval of a revised patent law, additional time
may be required before the revised patent law is implemented.

US House Approves Patent Reform



HARAKENZO

ARAKENZOH
WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

PATENT LAW FIRM

JAPAN

Newsletter September 2007

4

On September 4, 2007, Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited ("Takeda") announced that it
has settled a lawsuit claiming remuneration for employee inventions and will pay 37.59 million
yen (approximately 327 thousand US-dollar) in the settlement. The lawsuit has been filed by a
bereaved family of a former researcher involved in the invention of Takeda's main medicine.
This main medicine is Leuprorelin acetate (marketed under the brand name of "Leuplin" in
Japan), a treatment for prostate cancer and endometriosis, sold by Takeda since 1989. The
"Leuplin" has a characteristic such that one injection of "Leuplin" keeps a treatment effect of
suppressing progress of cancer and cancer pain for four months at the maximum. The "Leuplin"
is widely used for treatment of prostate cancer, and Takeda achieves "Leuplin" sales of two
trillion yen in approximately 80 countries.

Takeda Settles Lawsuit Claiming Remuneration for
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Takeda has introduced a system in which remuneration is paid for employee inventions in
accordance with an amount of sales. However, such remuneration has not been paid to the
former researcher involved in the development of a technique to keep the beneficial effect of this
medicine for an extended period.
The lawsuit was brought against Takeda before the Tokyo District Court in October 2004 and
December 2005 by the bereaved family, including mother, wife, and the like, of the former
researcher, as plaintiffs who alleged that they had inherited the right to claim remuneration of
the employee inventions. The plaintiffs have initially claimed in the lawsuit payment of 1.5
billion yen (approximately 13 million US-dollar) as remuneration for the employee inventions.
In the settlement proposed by the Tokyo District Court, it is stipulated that, in settlement,
Takeda shall pay 37.59 million yen (including interest) for all employee inventions (including
foreign patents and know-how as well) of the former researcher who was one of the inventors of
the patents in dispute. Both Takeda and the plaintiffs have accepted the settlement proposed.
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Please Contact us if You have any Comments or Require any Information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to providegeneral
information on the field of intellectual property,and that the description here does not
represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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HARAKENZOWorld Patent & Trademark
Osaka Head Office

HARAKENZOWorld Patent & Trademark
Tokyo Office

ADDRESS: DAIWAMINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

CABLE: KENZOPAT OSAKA
E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)

+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
(GIV)
+81-6-6355-0986

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

E-MAIL: hara-tky@muse.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Key Number)

+81-3-3433-5811
+81-3-3433-5812

FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281 (Key Number)
For extension of business, we moved our Tokyo Office from the 12th floor to the
21st floor of the World Trade Center Building on August 1,2007. There are no
changes in the phone number, the facsimile number, and the like.


