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In order to promote international work sharing in patent examination and to help
Japanese applicants obtain appropriate patent rights in foreign countries, the JPO will launch
the JP-FIRST, a measure to early start the examination of Japanese patent application which
will be filed also with foreign patent offices and to release the JPO's examination results to the
rest of the world as soon as possible. (*JP-FIRST: JP - Fast Information Release STrategy)

Recently, cases in which same applications have been filed with patent offices of major
countries are increasing. This causes such inefficient situations that the examination procedures
of the same applications at the different patent offices must be performed, which raises some
problems such as protracting of the examination waiting time.

For example, the applications filed in oversee from Japan in 2005 was approximately
630,000, which was twice as much as that of 1995. In view of the major countries Japan, US, and
Europe, approximately 970,000 applications were totally filed in 2006, one fourth of them were
also filed in the plurality of countries.

The JP-FIRST, a measure to start examinations of
Japanese basic patent applications.
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1. The JP-FIRST, a measure to start examinations of
Japanese basic patent applications.

2. More than 4 million patent applications
(accumulating total) filed in China.

3. The copyright of "Shane" is no longer in force
(Supreme Court decision).
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This is because the JPO has presented the above measure to work around the current
situation in which more and more applications are filed in Japan and other countries as the
same applications. The policy of this JP-FIRST is to reduce an average of the examination
waiting time of 2 years and 3 months to one half year. The examination results will be provided
to the foreign patent offices, so that the examination waiting time in the foreign countries will
also be reduced. Concretely speaking, when Japanese applicant will file the same application in
foreign country, the JPO, in principle, will start the examination of the basic application within 6
months after filing a request for examination under the JP-FIRST. In addition to the Patent
Prosecution Highway which is currently underway between Japan and US, England, Korea, etc.
for speeding up the examination prosecutions by releasing the examination results to the
corresponding patent offices, the JP-FIRST will further promote Japanese companies to file
applications abroad, because the measure can be applied to regardless of whether or not
applicants file applications with the countries covered with the Patent Prosecution Highway.

The outlines of the JP-FIRST are as follows:
-The JPO will give preference on start of examination to patent applications on which

claims to Paris Convention priority are based and whose request for an examination has already
been filed within 2 years from the filing date.

-The applications, in principle, will be examined within 6 months from the later of the
date of examination request or the date of the publication of the application, and the
examination should be started within 30 months from the filing date. This can be seen to be
rough estimated time to start examination.

The JP-FIRST is applicable to applications filed on April 1, 2006 or later.
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The Chinese National Intellectual Property Office announced that the accumulating total
of patent applications (including Utility Model applications and Design applications) filed with
the Chinese Patent Office both from China and from foreign counties has exceeded 4 million.

It means that after 3 million applications were filed, the National Intellectual Property
Office received further 1 million applications only in one and a half years.

In particular, the rate of the invention applications filed from Chinese applicants has been
rapidly increased. This shows that the Chinese intellectual property business tends to develop
well and rapidly.

More than 4 million patent applications
(accumulating total) filed in China.
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In recent years, the number of invention patents filed with the National Intellectual
Property Office continues to increase at the rapid rate. It took 15 years to achieve the first one
million applications, but it took 4 years and 2 months to achieve further one million, i.e., from 1
millionth to 2 millionth, and then it took only 2 years and 3 months to achieve further one
million, i.e., from 2 millionth to 3 millionth.

As mentioned above, in particular, the invention applications filed from Chinese
applicants have been increasing. The percentages of applications filed from Chinese applicants
per one million accumulating total are changing as follows: 47.8% of first 1 million, 50.7% of next
1 million, 53% of further next 1 million, and 60.8% of last 1 million.

According to the Chinese National Intellectual Property Office, increasing rate of the
Chinese applications is obviously more than that of the foreign applications. For example, the
increasing rate of Chinese applications is grown by 30.8% from the previous year; this is 20
points more than that of the foreign applications.
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Regarding the legal case in which the US film company Paramount Pictures and etc. filed
for the suspension of low-priced DVDs of "Shane" against two companies selling the DVDs,
saying that the copyright of "Shane" released in 1953 was violated, the third Petty Bench of the
Supreme Court ruled that "the copyright on the film released in 1953 by the name of corporate
name (such as film company) is expired at the end of 2003" and dismissed a final appeal of the
paramount Pictures and etc. on December 18, 2008. Hereby, the Paramount Pictures and etc. has
definitively lost the lawsuit.

Period of protection for copyright of film was 50 years after release, but with the revised
Copyright Law that went into effect on January 1, 2004, the Period of protection has been
extended to 70 years after release. In the lawsuit, it is disputed whether or not the revised
Copyright Law should be applied to the film which was released in 1953 and whose protected
period of 50 years under the old Copyright Law has passed at the end of 2003.

Paramount Pictures argued "it could be read from the revised Copyright Law that the
period of protection for copyright existing just before its enforcement could be extended". Also the
Cultural Affairs Agency holding jurisdiction over the Copyright Law had argued, "the copyright
of the film released in 1953 is in force". With this decision, it becomes clear the argument of the
Cultural Affairs Agency was wrong.

1953 was the year in which a number of masterpieces such as the "Shane", "Roman
Holiday" and etc. were released. Therefore, the decision may have effects on film industries.

The copyright of "Shane" is no longer in force (Supreme Court decision).
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Please Contact us if You have any Comments or Require any Information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to providegeneral information on the field of
intellectual property,and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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OSAKAHEAD OFFICE
ADDRESS: DAIWAMINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

CABLE: KENZOPAT OSAKA
E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)

+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986

OSAKA 2ND OFFICE
ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK

MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)

+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986

TOKYO OFFICE
ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

E-MAIL: hara-tky@muse.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Key Number)

+81-3-3433-5811 / +81-3-3433-5812
FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281 (Key Number)

+81-3-3433-5286
For extension of business, we moved our Tokyo Office from the 12th floor to the 21st floor
of the World Trade Center Building on August 1,2007. There are no changes in the phone
number, the facsimile number, and the like.


