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The Japan Patent Office (JPO) announced on February 2, 2009 the release on its website of a series of

videos entitled "Design Rights: Protector of Originality". Through these videos, the JPO seeks to provide an

outline of the Japanese Design System and of the design application process, so as to enable even first time

users to get a better understanding of the aims and basis of the system.

The videos, shot like a television series and divided in three episodes, are available in both Japanese and

English.

Reference:

http://news.braina.com/2009/0202/rule_20090202_001____.html
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The Agency for Cultural Affairs discloses a draft
government ordinance adding Blue-ray discs to the
Compensatory payment system; gathers public

feedback; implementation scheduled for April 1, 2009

The Agency for Cultural Affairs disclosed on February 3, 2009 a draft government ordinance partially

revising a previous enforcement ordinance of the Copyright Law. This draft government ordinance adds Blue-

ray disc recorders and the related recording formats to the list of products concerned by the Compensatory

payment system regarding private music and video recording. The Agency will be gathering feedback from the

public until March 4 and hopes for an implementation on April 1, 2009.

Adopted in 1992, the Compensatory payment system regarding private music and video recording

makes payment of a compensatory amount compulsory in order to make up for the loss sustained by copyright

holders as a result of the increase of private digital recording of music/video. The list of devices or mediums

concerned by the system has been enlarged in accordance with the revisions of the Enforcement Ordinance of

the Copyright Law. Recording mediums currently concerned by the system include DAT, MD, CD-R, CD-RW,

D-VHS, DVD-RAM, DVD-R, DVD-RW, as well as the related sound/video recording devices. Following the

new draft government ordinance, Blue-ray discs and the related recording devices will be added to the list. At

this point, HDD recorders (such as Apple's iPod) remain unaffected by the system.

Reference:

http://news.braina.com/2009/0204/rule_20090204_001____.html
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A draft revision of the Handbook of Guidelines for the Formal Examination was released by the JPO on

February 5, 2009, who will be gathering public feedback until March 6, 2009. The Handbook of Guidelines for

the Formal Examination describes the criteria used during the Formal Examination, as well as its general

concept.

This time, as a result of the 2008 partial revision of Japanese Industrial Property Law, a new system of

temporary exclusive and non-exclusive license has been introduced. Further, the Guidelines have been revised

with regard to the extension of the period to request an appeal. They also include explanations regarding the

relationship between interested parties and the scope of disclosure, and regarding forms such as the inspection

request form.

Reference:

http://news.braina.com/2009/0205/rule_20090205_001____.html

The JPO releases a draft revision of the Handbook of
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As part of its "Training program for specialists supporting the elaboration in local communities of

business strategies based on intellectual property", the JPO launched on February 6, 2009 an online database

providing a list of specialists able to support, in the field of intellectual property, medium-sized and small

companies and venture companies. The database aims at giving these companies a "meeting point" with the

specialists they need for the elaboration of their intellectual property strategy.

Providing services such as lists of specialists having experience in the intellectual property department

of large enterprises, this database is designed in order to be easily accessible by anyone looking for reference

information or assistance regarding the implementation, by medium-sized and small companies and venture

companies, of intellectual property-related business strategies.

Reference:

http://news.braina.com/2009/0206/move_20090206_002____.html

The JPO sets up a online database of specialists to support
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local communities and medium-sized and small companies
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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