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Introduction of New Member,
Former JPO Trial Examiner, Toshio Uchida
HIFEFTEH R -WHEE KO AFREN

We, HARAKENZO World Patent and Trademark, would like to make an introduction of Mr.Toshio Uchida

who has joined our firm. He has been consistently involved in patent examinations and trials about thirty years

at Japan Patent Office and possesses rich practical experience.

As you may be aware, Mr. Uchida has held successively the positions of Examiner, Trial Examiner,

Examination Management Supervisor and Trial Examiner-in-chief at the JPO, and has been involved in many
prosecution cases of examinations and trials. In addition, as Judicial Research Official at the Osaka High Court
and Osaka District Court, he has also played active roles in many contentious cases such as infringement

litigations. Thus, Mr. Uchida possesses in-depth knowledge of and rich experience in the field of intellectual

property right.
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With Mr. Uchida's join as a turning point, we, all the staff of our firm, would like to renew our pledge and deal
with our daily works such that we can provide our clients with further sophisticated and high-integrity legal

service. As such, we would like to ask for your continuous support and direction.

Furthermore, Mr. Uchida works at our Osaka Head Office.

Education and work record

March 1980 Graduated from Kyoto University, Faculty of
Engineering with a degree in Synthetic Chemistry

March 1982 Obtained a master's degree in Synthetic Chemistry
from Kyoto University, Graduate School of
Engineering

April 1982 Joined the Japan Patent Office

April 1986 Examiner

October 1996 Trial examiner

April 2005 Examination Management Supervisor

April 2006 Trial Examiner-in-chief

April 2007 Judicial Research Official at Osaka High Court and
Osaka District Court

April 2010 Returned to the Japan Patent Office
Trial Examiner-in-chief (in the 22nd trial department
- biotechnology)

September 2011 | Left the Japan Patent Office

October 2011 Joined HARAKENZO World Patent and Trademark
Works at Osaka Head Office

M At the JPO, he was involved in examinations and trials mainly in the
technical fields of medical science (medicine, medicinal compounds, and
cosmetics) and biotechnology (biotechnology, foodstuffs).

M At courts, he was involved in infringement litigations and litigation for
demanding consideration for invention by a corporate researcher, in the
fields of civil engineering, architecture, and devices as well as the above
technical fields.
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Enactment of U.S. Patent Act Reform Bill
KEFFEREEZEDFHIE

On September 8, 2011, a U.S. Patent Act reform bill was passed by the U.S. Senate, and through
the President's signature on September 16, the Patent Reform Act was enacted.

The most significant revision of this bill is the change from the first-to-invent rule to the first-to-
file rule. That is, after March 16, 2013, eighteen months after the establishment of the reform, the person who
first files an application will be eligible for patent grant.

Other areas of revision include a change of the definition of prior art, submission of prior art
information at the stage of examination, and establishment of procedures regarding post-grant opposition,
opposition by inter parties, and supplementary examination. In addition, on September 26, 2011, ten days after
the President had signed the bill, a fee of 15% was added to official fees such as filing, examination, search,

disclaimer, and maintenance costs.
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State of injunctions against products which infringe intellectual
property at the Japan Customs
HEICHE T A ERET RO ELIRR

On September 2, 2011, Japan’s Ministry of Finance made an announcement concerning the state
of injunctions against intellectual property infringing products at the Japan Customs from January to June.

The number of injunctions was 11,459, exceeding 10,000 cases for the half year and remaining
at the high level of the previous year. In addition, the number of items whose import was suspended was
340,383, increasing by 8.7% compared with the same period of the previous year.

As regards trends in the suspended products, while trademark-infringing electronic products
have decreased, injunctions against products that take advantage of hit products such as Japanese footwear
popular in recent years are continuing.

Furthermore, concerning source countries, infringing products coming form China constitute 90%
of the injunction share, and one might say that polarization toward China as the source of infringing products

advances even further.
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Patent Infringement Lawsuit: Intellectual Property High Court
recognizes Satosyokuhin Infringement
##DLF*E11=E _/\ j-l_lﬁ {E%ﬁﬂﬂo)1x= I:IIL\E

Regarding the lawsuit in which Japanese company Echigoseika Co. Ltd. demanded an injunction
and indemnification for damages from Japanese company Satosyokuhin on the grounds that the latter infringed
its patent for cuts in mochi (glutinous rice cake) enabling kiri-mochi (mochi cut into a prescribed size and shape)
to be grilled and puff up in a round, attractive shape, on September 7, 2011, the Intellectual Property High
Court issued an interlocutory decision recognizing Satosyokuhin's patent infringement.

Echigoseika developed a mochi that is devised so that its surface does not break at the time it
puffs up when baked by inserting cuts around its sides, and obtained a patent in 2008. On the other hand, in
addition to inserting cuts in the sides of the mochi, Satosyokuhin inserted cross-shaped cuts in the top and
bottom surfaces.

The decision points out that "while the contents of the patent concern cuts on the sides, this does
not exclude cuts on the top and bottom surfaces". It recognized that Satosyokuhin's products belong to the
scope of Echigoseika's patent rights.

The Intellectual Property High Court will hereafter conduct a hearing regarding the

indemnification amount and scope of the injunction.
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Japanese and Korean Governments reinforce collaboration in copyright
field, conclude MOU
HEEHBAT. Z1EHE D T A58k . MOUKHE

On September 6, 2011, the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology concluded a Memorandum of Understanding for strengthened cooperation in the field of copyright
and its related rights (MOU) with the South Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism.

The conclusion of this agreement enables the two countries to collaborate for the improvement
of the copyright situation in the Asia-Pacific region and, including China, to promote joint projects for
exchange and reinforcement of cooperation among the three countries. Furthermore, there are also plans of joint
research, etc. by copyright experts of the two countries.

The governments of the two countries have so far held a Japan-South Korea Copyright
Convention and a Japan-South Korea Copyright Forum, but hereafter, not only government-level talks, but also

exchange, etc. between related organizations, are expected to advance.
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Publication of Guideline on Obtaining Eligibility for Exception to Loss of
Novelty
HRERKDFINDERZEZITE-ODFEIED LR

On September 20, 2011, in order to keep pace with the revised Patent Act, the Japan Patent
Office (JPO) published the results of the public comments regarding an applicant's guideline on obtaining
eligibility for exception to loss of novelty as well as the guideline and a compilation of Q&A. An English
version of the guideline is expected to be published at a later date. Also, the revision has not come into effect at
the present moment.

A description method, etc. for obtaining eligibility for exception to loss of novelty in cases of
disclosure through sale and television, etc. has been added to the guideline. In addition, if the applicant submits
a certificate within thirty days after the filing date, certain probative force is acknowledged, and it will be

possible to supplement objective evidence materials within the scope of the items indicated in said certificate.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LUFAOY—EX@EN

Design Patent Support Station
BEEZES

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clicck here for.details,

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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