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Eight countries sign Anti-counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA)
[MBERDEEIDRLEIZET 515 E (ACTA) I8 hENE R

Eight countries, including Japan and the U.S.A. have signed the Anti-counterfeiting Trade

Agreement (provisional name), or ACTA, which is a new international framework for prevention of counterfeit

goods and pirated copies.

ACTA is an agreement aiming to construct a comprehensive international framework in order

for the signatory countries to efficiently cope with the proliferation of counterfeit goods and pirated copies.
Following Japan's advocacy of the necessity for the formulation of a legal framework for prevention of
imitation goods and pirated copies at the 2005 G8 Gleneagles summit, negotiations toward the signing were
conducted between Japan, Australia, Canada, the EU, Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore,

Switzerland, and the U.S. A.
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Expansion of cases eligible for Patent Prosecution Highway between
the JPO and Danish Patent and Trademark Office and initiation of
Patent Prosecution Highway with Nordic Patent Institute
BB NI I TOI—IFETEOREREZERDIERE KV ILERFFTED
BEFEE /N1 A DA

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has announced the expansion of cases eligible for Patent
Prosecution Highway between the JPO and the Danish Patent and Trademark Office (DKPTO). As a result, it
will be possible to obtain early examination for new international patent applications (PCT applications) also in
cases where the JPO, as an international search authority or an international preliminary examining authority
has expressed the opinion that the application is patentable.

In addition, the JPO has announced that it is to commence a Patent Prosecution Highway pilot
program with the Nordic Patent Institute (NPI). The program is expected to improve the convenience of users

from Japan and all Northern European countries.
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The JPO revises examination criteria for "Description requirements for
specifications and scope of claims"
HEET TBESLVFFAROBEDEHEGH 1 OBEEELTHE

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has announced that it will revise the examination criteria for
"Description requirements for specifications and scope of claims".

The revision's main content is as follows:
(1) Clarification of decision methods for violation of description requirements
(2) Clarification of the contents to be featured in a Notification of Reasons for Refusal by the Examiner, and of
the descriptions regarding the applicant's response to the Notification of Reasons for Refusal.
(3) Provision of explanations using specific cases with regard to items (1) and (2).

The post-revision examination criteria will apply to examinations conducted on or after October
1,2011.
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JPRS decides to found "Prefecture-type JP domain names"
JPRS T#ERFEERIPEASL L IDHFRERTE

The Japan Registry Services (JPRS), which is the company that manages, etc. domain name
registrations, has announced that it will establish "Prefecture-type JP domain names" as a new region-based
domain name space.

"Prefecture-type JP domain names" will be a domain name space that incorporates the names of
the forty-seven Japanese prefectures, for example "O O QO .tokyo.jp" and "OOO.osaka.jp", and it will be
possible to use these as domain names for websites and e-mail addresses. Any individual or organization having
an address in Japan will be able to make an unlimited number of registrations.

Acceptance of registrations is planned to commence in the second half of 2012.
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atent Prosecution Highway Pilot Program between Japan and China t
commence on November 1, 2011
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On October 19, 2011, The Japanese Patent Office (JPO) announced that it will commence a
Patent Prosecution Highway Pilot Program between Japan and China on November 1, 2011. The program will
also deal with requests based on the international-stage results of PCT applications. As Japanese applications in
China are increasing, this program will make it possible to start early examination and will hopefully accelerate

patent acquisition in China.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LUFADOY—EX@EN

Technology Transter & Licensing SeqviceySuppont Station
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Cliick here for.details,

international patent firms.

REQERTH L/ VN\Y &, ERBHERFLSTRORNERHFEDER re———
HOBVNY—ERERERLET, AT

4 Intelle@ HARAKENZO
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http://www.intellelution.com/jpn/tec_transfer/
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN
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