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JPO Expands Types of Cases Able to Use PPH with Korea Patent Office
EBERFTEDRHFEERENAVIAREREHEDILK

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has been conducting a trial Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program with the
Korea Patent Office since April 2007. From July 1, 2012, the types of cases that may apply to the PPH were
expanded, and a trial of a Patent Prosecution Highway based on PCT applications (PCT-PPH) was begun.
Examinations may be quickly carried out via the PCT-PPH based upon opinions from designated international
searching authorities or international preliminary examining authorities, or an opinion from an international

preliminary examination report that the case has patentability.

Through these changes, an increased number of applications made to the Korea Patent Office by Japanese
applicants will accelerated examination, etc., and the system will become more convenient for both Japanese

and Korean users.

In addition, by beginning this trial PCT-PPH program, the JPO is now able to utilize PCT-PPH programs with
the other four largest patent offices in the world: the U.S.A., Europe, China and Korea. Together with the JPO,

these offices account for around 80% of the world's patent applications.

In 2011, the JPO received 20% more PCT applications than in 2010. PCT applications are on the rise, and as

such it is expected that the number of cases using the PCT-PPH programs will increase.
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More Organizations Participating in World's First International IP
Exchange Market
HA YD EL EEFRERSIFr. SN RANE

The world's first financial exchange dealing in Intellectual Property transactions, IPXI, announced on May 28,
2012 that 21 new members had joined the exchange, including subsidiaries of Ford and Sony, the Regents of
the University of California and Brookhaven National Laboratory. This brings the total number of participating

organizations to 27.

IPXI was established with the aim of promoting the sale and exchange of non-exclusive licenses to IP rights,

and it is expected to improve economy and reinforce the use of technology etc.

On this occasion, the new members of the exchange include a large number of universities, research institutes
and other organizations possessing Intellectual Properties. Their participation has broadened the range of

Intellectual Properties that IPXI handles.
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Formulation of IP Promotion Plan 2012
KEAHEAEETEI201 2D K TE

On May 29,2012, the government's Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters compiled a paper entitled
'Intellectual Property Promotion Plan 2012," aimed at strengthening Japan's international competitiveness over

the next ten years.

One key policy raised in the paper is 'supporting the international competitiveness of companies,' which

recommends the development of a system allowing the searching of Chinese and Korean-language patents in

Japanese, and future cooperation with companies on this project. Also recommended is a half-price discount etc.

on foreign patent, design and trademark applications by small and medium-sized companies, as a means of

support.

As companies plan their global development, their foreign patent strategies become increasingly important.

Reducing the cost of foreign applications by half would be a policy that matches the needs of users.
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Reinforcement of Measures Against Copyright Infringement Through
Illegal Use of Content
EERAVTUOYDHAICEIKEFIEREOR KD R

Acts of copyright infringement where music or film is used without the copyright holder's permission are on the
increase. On June 4, 2012, a group of six music rights-holding bodies and two companies belonging to the
Japanese Society for Rights of Authors, Composers and Publishers (JASRAC) announced that they were
starting to petition ISPs to adopt Fluzo-S. Fluzo-S is a module developed by this group that uses a database and

identification system to identify illegal music files, in order to ensure the legal distribution of music.

If ISPs adopt Fluzo-S, immediately after an illegal music or video file is uploaded, the system will identify it

and it will be possible to delete it.

Further, under the current copyright law, while uploading or distributing illegal music or video files carries a
punishment, there are no criminal penalties for knowingly downloading illegal content. In response to this, the

music industry is lobbying for the strengthening of penalties for illegal downloads.

Taking this situation into account, on June 15, 2012, at the plenary session of the Lower House, a revision to
the copyright law was approved. This revision will introduce criminal penalties of up to two years'

imprisonment or a fine of up to a 2 million yen for illegally downloading music or video.

These measures are expected to act as a deterrent against copyright infringement through the use of illegal

content.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LD Y —ERBAH

Patent Support Station)
e

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for detajls

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:

+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE: 5y

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) | +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) o
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
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TELEPHONE:
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