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Planned Revisions to Patent Examination Standards
A EEREWUEE

On March 6, 2013, the Japan Patent Office published the planned revisions to patent examination standards
related to ‘Requirements for Unity of Invention’ and ‘Amendments that Change the Special Technical Features

of an Invention.’

The current planned revisions to patent examination standards expand the range of inventions that are subject to
examination in cases where an application does not meet the requirements for unity of invention. In addition,
the requirements under Article 17-2, Section 4 of the Patent Law (known as the ‘shift amendment’) will be

relaxed.

Under the current examination standards, if an application does not meet the requirements for unity of invention,
inventions subject to examination will be determined based on ‘special technical features.” Under the planned
revisions to examination standards, inventions subject to examination will be determined based on both ‘special
technical features’ and ‘efficiency of examination.” Also, for inventions linked to amended claims, when a
preliminary decision was issued that the invention was described in the scope of the claims prior to amendment,
if in view of its special technical features’ and ‘efficiency of examination,” the invention is determined to be
subject to examination, the aforementioned amendment will be seen to fulfill the requirements of Article 17-2,

Section 4 of the Patent Law.
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Further, inventions determined to be subject to examination based on ‘efficiency of examination,” are, in
concrete terms, (1) inventions related to claims of the same category as that which includes all specific matters
of the first invention recorded in the scope of the claim for a patent; or (2) inventions determined to have
potential for examination without requiring substantial addition of prior art searches or judgment, based on the
results of examination carried by the examiner on inventions determined to be subject to examination based on

their ‘special technical features.’

Under the current examination standards, inventions are determined to be subject to examination on the basis of
‘special technical features’ mechanically. Supposing the current planned revisions are adopted, if an invention
is determined to be subject to examination based on ‘efficiency of examination,’ it will be considered that more

than ever before, the decision is influenced by the discretion of the examiner.

If the current planned revisions to the examination standards are adopted, they will have significant influence
on future patent application strategy. The JPO has been collecting public comments on the proposed

amendments until April 5, 2013.
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Japan Patent Office Publishes ‘Regional Body Trademarks 2012’
FEEF T sl FAE R 201 22 F T

On February 22, 2013, in order to introduce regional body trademarks to a wider audience, the JPO published a
pamphlet containing regional body trademarks registered prior to November of last year, along with examples
of their use, information on the rights holders and photographs etc. entitled ‘Regional Body Trademarks 2012.’
In addition to effective examples of usage, the pamphlet provides a Q&A on regional body trademarks and
points regarding examination coordination, with the aim of promoting effective use of the regional body

trademark system.

The aforementioned system was introduced in April 2006, and between its introduction and November 2012,

519 regional body trademarks were registered. Breaking down these 519 registered trademarks by prefecture,
Kyoto has the most trademarks (60), followed by Hyogo (31), Gifu (28), Ishikawa (27) and Hokkaido (20). In
addition, categorizing the trademarks by product, foodstuffs — primarily agricultural and marine products —

account for 53.6%, whereas non-food items — primarily manufactured goods — account for the remaining 46.4%.

The JPO is continuing to consider ways to ease the registration requirements in order to allow easier use of this

system.
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The EPO Publishes Patent Application Numbers for 2012
ERIN4FEF T (EPO) ., 201 2FED4FFHEHSEHR K

On March 6, 2013, the European Patent Office published the numbers of patent applications it received in 2012.
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According to its announcement, the EPO received 257,744 patent applications in 2012, the highest number to

date. This is an increase of 5.2% over the number of applications received in 2011.

Breaking down the applications by country, the most applications were from the US (63,504), followed by
Japan (51,693) and Germany (34,167). Applications by Japanese enterprises accounted for 20.1% of all patent

applications to the EPO, an increase of 9.1% over the previous year.

Also, breaking down the figures by enterprise, the most applications came for the first time from an Asian
company, Samsung of Korea, with 2,289 applications. The second highest number of applications was Siemens

of Germany, which had made the most applications in 2011. The third highest number of applications was from
BASF of Germany.

Among the top 15 applicants, three were Japanese enterprises, with Mitsubishi Electronics at 8" position,

Panasonic at 11% and Sony at 13,
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JASRAC Brings Legal Proceedings Against Illegal Music Uploaders
BASTEEZFERS (JASRAC) . BEI7AILDEET7YIO—FEEER

The Japan Society for Rights of Authors, Composers and Publishers (JASRAC) has announced it is bringing
legal proceedings against a woman in Wakayama prefecture who made music files etc. available illegally
online using the file-sharing program LimeWire, and a man in Kagoshima prefecture who made music files etc.

available illegally online using the file-sharing program Cabos.
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According to JASRAC’s announcement, the defendants uploaded music files of pop songs, cartoon theme
songs etc. as well as video files of recorded TV programs etc. administrated by JASRAC without permission,

making them available to an unspecified number of users and thus infringing copyright (public broadcast rights).

In a statement, JASRAC said that, “using file-sharing software to illegally broadcast media to the public not
only causes great harm to copyright holders, but is directly linked to the degradation of music culture. We are
carrying out public information activities to increase awareness and understanding of copyright with the aim of

stamping out this kind of infringement.”

JASRACIHE, 77 ANIHA Y7 M LimeWire) Z L TA > # — 3w b BICHE BT 7 A V2B L QO Fnk L RAE
FEoLttl, 77 A4 7 R Cabos | &2 L CTAU A —Fw b IR T 7 A V5B L T L B IRFEED
B EFRLI-ZEERE L,

JASRACDOFERIZEDE, W43, JASRACOE P T OHEE M T = AD FEIMEDFTH T 7 A LT L E
A2 G L= BN 7 7 AV W T A 2 — Ry b BICABIL . REFE S D2 —FITx L TEETEXAI9ICL T
EVEME (DRIEEHE) 2R EF LI

JASRACIT, 177 A NI YT N IOTOEIRR INROEIR 1T, FEER ICZ R E L 52513007, FH3E
EEIRSEAZLICER T AL, BEITAOBERICIANT, [RRIEE % Z U CEEME ORISR DD | Lk~

Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LAY —EXBN

Technology Transfer & Licensing) Senvice)Suppoert Station
ERUI TR0

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for detajls

international patent firms.

HOSWY—EAEZRMBLET.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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