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JPO Publishes Application and Registration Figures for 2012

FREFIT. 201 2F D HREH R - B 8k Bz 2B

The JPO has published its figures for applications and registrations from January to December 2012.

According to the figures, in 2012 the total number of patent applications was 342,796 (100.1% of 2011'sfigure),
the total number of utility model applications was 8,112 (101.6% of 2011's figure), the total number of design
applications was 32,391 (105.1% of 2011's figure) and the total number of trademark applications was 119,010

(110.1% of 2011'sfigure).

Further, the total number of registrationsin 2012 was 274,791 for patents (115.3% of 2011's figure), 8,054 for

utility models (106.0% of 2011's figure), 28,349 for designs (107.9% of 2011's figure) and 96,359 for
trademarks (107.9% of 2011'sfigure).
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FEFFTIL, 20124E1 H 212 A £ TO AR OB SA AR LT, ZHUZliiE, 201 290 MBI,
FFar342, 79644 (RTEEE100, 1%) . EHHTES8, 11244 (HiFEH101, 6%) . ElE32, 391/ (Ri4:tE105. 1%) .
PARE119, 0104 (AiIFEER110, 1%) Tholz,

F72. 201 2FE DGR BUT, FFF274, 7910 (RTAEEE 115, 3%) . EHBIERS, 05414 (FiH 106, 0%) . EIE2
8. 3491F (HT4EEE 107, 9%) . PaHZ96. 3591t (RT4EHL107, 9%) Th-7-,

Trial Patent Prosecution Highway with Indonesia to Begin on June 1
HEFEBNAVIA. AR T EDRIT6 A 1AM THA

On May 1, 2013, the JPO announced that following discussions with the Indonesian Directorate General of
Intellectual Property Rights (DGIPR), the two had reached an agreement to conduct atrial Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) from June 1, 2013.

In addition, from June 1, 2013, the JPO will be able to conduct international searches and international
preliminary examinations of PCT international applications received at the DGIPR. As aresult, the JPO will
become able to conduct international searchesin al ASEAN member nations.

201345 H 1 A, AARERTITIX. A RRU T MBI PEMHE DR (DGIPR) LD FROME R, 2013426 4 1 H K0 4%r
FHEENAT oA (PPH) OFIT7 07 T LBMR A BESNERE L,

F72, 6 A1 H LY, DGIPRMWZFL7-PCTEFEHFEIZHRTLC, B ARERFFFT 2 EBSTAA - [E RS T H a2 I35
ZEBAMREL D ZHUCED, ASEANDORTOET, HARERFFT S EESHAS A2 Eiti CX5I012725,
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Movement Towards Reducing Patent Examination Periods
HIrEE RO EEIE~DEM

On April 17, 2013, at the Japanese government’s meeting on industrial competitiveness, it was suggested that
the JPO should conduct faster examinations and reduce the time taken in order to issue results for all requested
examinations within three years. As aresult, it would be possible to acquire patents faster, which would help
boost business devel opment.

Currently in Japan, the average length of time from an examination being requested to results being issued is 34
months. However a shortening of the examination period is being considered, which would make 3 years (36
months) the maximum length of time for an examination result to be issued.

201344170, AAREBRFOPEERFFNEHBICB O T, BT RNEEEL TR TV, A RESn i+ <To
R CHEEERNHDE ORI Z SFELINICEMG T D2 ERE NS ST, ZHUCKVETFRGE B b2 T, 4
EOFERMEZRIFLT 5,

BITE, HAR T, H#EFEROOFEEFHRNPHDETOFREM N T340 H THER, 5%1%, FaihkEni-7
NTCOZRIFITOUVNT3H (364 H ) LAPITHE A G R0 DI FE AW M O FM L ARG S 15,

Revision of Rules on Employee Inventions Proposed
BEHBRICETHIL—ILARELA

On April 19, 2013, the Specialist Board of Investigation of the Japanese government’s Intellectual Property
Strategy Headquarters announced a proposal for revising the rules regarding employee inventions. This
proposal presents two alternative approaches: one where enterprises would retain patent rights rather than their
employees, and a second where ownership of rightsis decided between employees and enterprises using
individual contracts. Going forward, inventors’ opinions will be heard, and afinal conclusion on the proposal is
expected within four years.

201344 H19A . AAREBUR OFE Y PERIE A O BT A L, BRI 0/ — L AELEEZAEL
7o ZOFE TR, WEER T REENRT LR T2 WEEE LRELPMERIEK TIRD DR LN ERSIT
BY, 5%, BHEOE ReEZHWe BT AFDNICH A 3L Tna,
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Clear Course of Action in Revisions to Law over Introduction of New
Trademarks
HFHLOVEEZEDEADERIED A RITEINERSHIZ

On May 1, 2013, the JPO made available on its homepage a report including information on the introduction of
new types of trademarks and the expansion of the regional organization trademark system, etc. Said report
makes clear the course of action that will be taken when revising the law to protect the following new types of
trademarks. movement, holograms, colors without outlines, positions and sounds. The report indicates proposed
written particulars of application documents etc., including a request for submission of the original sound data
in the case of sound trademarks.

Further, although the introduction of smells, textures and flavors, etc., has not been included in this current set
of new trademarks, as other countries are currently in the stages of establishing appropriate systems to effect
their usage, their later addition to protected trademarks in Japan is being considered.

20134E5 A 1 H, HAREFFFTIX, B L PERE 0B A HIS S AR R B O JE T 2 B2 s E4 | [T o
AN LTz, MEEFIELEDO FAEEZALNC LIz O T, T81X ]| IFasJa), REioenaig ], s 5
FOE | O BEHEE | BT RERS G LT HEL Q0D Fi2, [F IOV TE, FIRT — 2 OEEHEHERD DL
PR OFEEOTHFHEDOREL/RLTND,

72k, ATENXE AN XSS, T2\, il | 3 L OV | SO RGOV TIE, 78 5 E Tl B 72 il B8 A 23 E
FoT BT R RSB T DREEITOIEL TN,

Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LUFRDY—EXEBN

RPatent Suppoert Station
B

I We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickohere for.details

international patent firms.

HOBLWY—EXZRHEBLET.

I REDQBRTE/YN\vé, BREFEBFLES TROENERFSDE —yrr———
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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