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1.

The JPO has published its figures for applications and registrations from January to December 2012. 

According to the figures, in 2012 the total number of patent applications was 342,796 (100.1% of 2011's figure), 
the total number of utility model applications was 8,112 (101.6% of 2011's figure), the total number of design 
applications was 32,391 (105.1% of 2011's figure) and the total number of trademark applications was 119,010 
(110.1% of 2011's figure).

Further, the total number of registrations in 2012 was 274,791 for patents (115.3% of 2011's figure), 8,054 for 
utility models (106.0% of 2011's figure), 28,349 for designs (107.9% of 2011's figure) and 96,359 for 
trademarks (107.9% of 2011's figure). 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
　特許庁は、２０１２年１月から１２月までの出願件数及び登録件数を公表した。それによれば、２０１２年の出願件数は、

特許３４２、７９６件（前年比１００、１％）、実用新案８、１１２件（前年比１０１、６％）、意匠３２、３９１件（前年比１０５、１％）、

商標１１９、０１０件（前年比１１０、１％）であった。

　また、２０１２年の登録件数は、特許２７４、７９１件（前年比１１５，３％）、実用新案８，０５４件（前年比１０６、０％）、意匠２

８、３４９件（前年比１０７、９％）、商標９６、３５９件（前年比１０７、９％）であった。

Trial Patent Prosecution Highway with Indonesia to Begin on June 1
特許審査ハイウェイ、インドネシアとの間で６月１日から試行開始

On May 1, 2013, the JPO announced that following discussions with the Indonesian Directorate General of 
Intellectual Property Rights (DGIPR), the two had reached an agreement to conduct a trial Patent Prosecution 
Highway (PPH) from June 1, 2013.

In addition, from June 1, 2013, the JPO will be able to conduct international searches and international 
preliminary examinations of PCT international applications received at the DGIPR. As a result, the JPO will 
become able to conduct international searches in all ASEAN member nations. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
　２０１３年５月１日、日本国特許庁は、インドネシア知的財産権総局（ＤＧＩＰＲ）との会談の結果、２０１３年６月１日より特

許審査ハイウェイ（ＰＰＨ）の試行プログラム開始が合意されたと発表した。

　また、６月１日より、ＤＧＩＰＲが受理したＰＣＴ国際出願に対して、日本国特許庁が国際調査・国際予備審査を実施する

ことも可能となり、これにより、ＡＳＥＡＮの全ての国で、日本国特許庁が国際調査等を実施できるようになる。
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Movement Towards Reducing Patent Examination Periods
特許審査期間の短縮化への動向

On April 17, 2013, at the Japanese government’s meeting on industrial competitiveness, it was suggested that 
the JPO should conduct faster examinations and reduce the time taken in order to issue results for all requested 
examinations within three years. As a result, it would be possible to acquire patents faster, which would help 
boost business development.

Currently in Japan, the average length of time from an examination being requested to results being issued is 34 
months. However a shortening of the examination period is being considered, which would make 3 years (36 
months) the maximum length of time for an examination result to be issued. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
　２０１３年４月１７日、日本国政府の産業競争力会議において、特許庁が審査を迅速に行い、審査請求されたすべての

案件で審査結果が出るまでの期間を３年以内に短縮することなどが提言された。これにより特許取得を早めることで、企

業の事業展開を後押しする。

　現在、日本では、審査請求から審査結果が出るまでの審査期間が平均３４カ月であるが、今後は、審査請求されたす

べての案件について３年（３６カ月）以内に審査結果が出るように審査期間の短縮化が検討される。

Revision of Rules on Employee Inventions Proposed
職務発明に関するルールが見直しへ

On April 19, 2013, the Specialist Board of Investigation of the Japanese government’s Intellectual Property 
Strategy Headquarters announced a proposal for revising the rules regarding employee inventions. This 
proposal presents two alternative approaches: one where enterprises would retain patent rights rather than their 
employees, and a second where ownership of rights is decided between employees and enterprises using 
individual contracts. Going forward, inventors’ opinions will be heard, and a final conclusion on the proposal is 
expected within four years.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
　２０１３年４月１９日、日本国政府の知的財産戦略本部の専門調査会は、職務発明に関するルール見直し案を公表し

た、この案では、従業者ではなく企業が特許権を保有する案と、従業者と企業とが個別契約で決める案とが提示されて

おり、今後、発明者の意見などを聞いた上で、４年以内に結論を出すとしている。
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Clear Course of Action in Revisions to Law over Introduction of New 
Trademarks

新しい商標の導入の法改正の方向性が明らかに

On May 1, 2013, the JPO made available on its homepage a report including information on the introduction of 
new types of trademarks and the expansion of the regional organization trademark system, etc. Said report 
makes clear the course of action that will be taken when revising the law to protect the following new types of 
trademarks: movement, holograms, colors without outlines, positions and sounds. The report indicates proposed 
written particulars of application documents etc., including a request for submission of the original sound data 
in the case of sound trademarks.

Further, although the introduction of smells, textures and flavors, etc., has not been included in this current set 
of new trademarks, as other countries are currently in the stages of establishing appropriate systems to effect 
their usage, their later addition to protected trademarks in Japan is being considered. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
　２０１３年５月１日、日本国特許庁は、新しい商標の導入や地域団体商標制度の拡充等に関する報告書を、同庁のサ

イトに掲載した。報告書は法改正の方向性を明らかにしたもので、「動き」、「ホログラム」、「輪郭のない色彩」、「位置」お

よび「音」の各商標を、新たに保護対象とするとしている。また、「音」については、音源データの資料提出を求めるなど、

各商標の願書の記載事項等の案を示している。

　なお、今回は導入が見送られる、「におい」、「触感」および「味」等の商標については、諸外国で適切な制度運用が定

まった段階で、保護対象に追加する検討を行うとしている。

http://www.intellelution.com/en/patent/
http://www.intellelution.com/jpn/patent/
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property, 
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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