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Announcing a Change in Qur Firm’s Japanese Name
and the New Roles of Executive Chairman and Director General

5%’3)3)?52&5 G PTA DL R
(C2EME - FIERZNO ZTEN

On behalf of all at HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK, we would like to wish you a
very Happy New Year. We sincerely thank you for your continued support, and hope for your good health and

prosperity in the coming year.

As we informed you in our previous correspondence, as of January 1st, 2014, our firm’s Japanese name has

changed from “$FEF EFHFEAN REFE=ERFHFEHFH” 0

RrrFRBIEN
HARAKENZO
WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK.
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In addition, on the occasion of this change, Mr. Kenzo HARA is leaving his position as Director General of our
firm to assume the role of Executive Chairman. The new Director General of our firm is Mr. Kiyoshi FUKUI,

our former Chief Deputy Director General.

Our firm’s English name remains “HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK.” There is no change
to the addresses of our Osaka Head Office, Tokyo Head Office or Hiroshima Office, and our telephone and fax

numbers, email addresses and website URL remain the same.

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK was founded in 1976, with “maximize our clients’
satisfaction and benefit” as one of our basic philosophies. Since then, our firm has continued to strive to provide
ever more extensive and considerate support for our clients’ Intellectual Property-related activities. Thanks to
our clients’ continued support, we have steadily grown and developed into an “international and comprehensive
Intellectual Property firm”, with offices in three key locations in Japan (Osaka, Tokyo and Hiroshima) and
employing around 250 staff in total. This development is entirely thanks to the patronage of our clients and we

would like to express our deepest gratitude for their continued custom.

As we change our firm’s Japanese name, we would like to take the opportunity to thank each of our clients for
their continued kindness and valuable feedback, and reiterate our commitment to providing an ever-improving

Intellectual Property service that fully satisfies every one of our valued clients.

January 1, 2014
Executive Chairman Kenzo HARA (Patent & Trademark Attorney)
Director General Kiyoshi FUKUI (Patent & Trademark Attorney)
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2,350,000 Patent Applications Filed Worldwide in 2012 — a 9.2% Increase Over 2011
201 26FHEURF R IR B, 9.2% 382357514

On December 9, 2013, The World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) published its ‘World
Intellectual Property Indicators’ report, which includes figures for the number of patent

applications made worldwide 1n 2012.

According to the WIPO report, a total of 2,350,000 patent applications were made globally in
2012 — a 9.2% increase over the previous year. Of these 2,350,000 applications, 1,510,000 were

made in the applicant’s home country, and 830,000 were made abroad.

The increase of 9.2% marks the highest rise in the number of applications since the recovery
following a decrease of 3.9% in 2009 (in 2010 there was an increase of 7.6% and in 2011 there
was an increase of 8.1%). Further, it is the highest rise in the number of applications in the last
18 years. Breaking down the percentage increase based on the office of filing, the highest
increase in the number of applications was at the Chinese State Intellectual Property Office (a
24% increase), followed by the New Zealand Patent Office (a 14.3% increase), the Mexico Patent
Office (a 9% increase), the United States Patent & Trademark Office (a 7.8% increase) and the

Russia Patent Office (a 6.8% increase).

Also, breaking down the total number of applications based on the office of filing, the Chinese
SIPO had the most applications filed (652,777), followed by the USPTO (542,815) and Japan
Patent Office (342,796). China overtook Japan in 2010 to have the second highest number of
applications filed, and in 2011 it overtook the United States. In 2012 it maintained this position

for the second year running.
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“TOKYO 2020” in Standard Characters Registered as Trademark on Nov. 1, 2013
TOKYO 20 20 HEXFREIE2013511 A 1 H &R

The trademark “TOKYO 2020” in standard characters, applied for on January 18, 2012, the
Olympic/Paralympic Invitation Committee, was registered on November 1, 2013 (trademark no.

5626678). The trademark applies to all classes of goods and services from Class 1 to Class 45.

In the past, the characters “TOKYO 2020,” used in conjunction with the official design mark,
were used as a trademark applied for on November 11, 2011, corresponding to “the staging of
Olympic and Paralympic events and the provision of related information thereof” in Class 41
only. This application was registered as a trademark on January 20, 2012 (trademark no.
5464947).

Trademark applications that consist of a city name and a date in standard characters, such as
“TOKYO 2020,” are usually not granted trademarks as they do not have distinctiveness, but in
this case, it was judged that “due to use of the term, it can be recognized that it applies to goods
or services pertaining to an applicant’s business (Trademark Law Article 3.2),” and a trademark

was granted.
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JPO Publishes Data on Trends in Business-related Inventions

RafT. BV ABEFEH OB R 2 AK

On November 29, 2013, the JPO published data on trends in business inventions from 1997 to

2012, including numbers of patent applications and numbers of requests for patent examination.

As information technology has developed, judicial rulings and lawsuits have taken place
regarding patents pertaining to business methods in the United States. Taking this as a cue, the
number of patent applications regarding business-related inventions sharply increased in Japan
as well in 2000. However, since then there has been a downward trend in the number of
applications. At the peak in 2000, around 19,200 patent applications were made for business-
related inventions, but this number fell over subsequent years, bottoming out at approximately
5,900 in 2012.

From 2003 to 2006, approximately 8% of applications regarding business-related inventions were
granted patents; this is extremely low considering the fact that the overall average success rate
for patent applications in Japan is around 50%. However, the percentage of successful
applications increased from 2007 onwards, and provisional figures for 2012 put the success rate
at around 53%. This is thought to be as a result of the permeation of examination standards
among applicants regarding computer software inventions, particularly those in business-related
fields, leading to an increase in ability to handle applications, requests for examination and

appropriate amendments etc. on the part of the applicants.
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: Our legal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prov1de |
~ informationjon'trademark applications,idesign apphcatlons
= combating’counterfeit goods etc.\via Facebook'%
~Please view our Facebook page for more details.
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Strengthening Cooperation with Korea Patent Office in the Field of IP
WBERFFT & DM LB TORS5RE

On December 6, 2013, the JPO announced that at the 25 Japan-Korea Patent Office
Commissioners’ Meeting, held in conjunction with the Korea Intellectual Property Office, the

Patent Offices of both nations agreed to increase their level of cooperation.

In 2011, 15,234 patent applications were made in Korea by Japanese applicants, chiefly in the
field of electronics. Japan makes the most patent applications in Korea of any foreign country.
Meanwhile, the industrial world has pointed out that patent applications with the same content

made in both Japan and Korea may receive different examination results in each country.

At this Commissioners’ Meeting, in order to further cooperation in the field of patents, it was
agreed that a plan would be formulated by January of next year that examiners of both patent
offices would hold meetings etc. regarding the differences in examination results based on
discrete cases. These meetings intend to clarify the reasons for differences in examination

judgments between the two countries and work to resolve the issue.

Also, regarding cooperation in the field of trademarks, it was agreed that in order to increase the
efficiency and stability of examinations as well as the convenience for users, a table showing the
corresponding codes of Japan and Korea will be created and provided for users’ reference on the
websites of both the JPO and KIPO. Further, it was agreed that the contents of this table will be

expanded upon in future.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LUAFrDHT—E BN

Trademark Support Statigmn
BRI

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere foradetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

(¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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