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WIPO Publishes International Patent Application Numbers for 2013

HAMAIFTEERMKE . 2013 FERFEr G RE

The World Intellectual Property Agency (WIPO) published on April 13, 2014 the numbers of international
patent applications (PCT applications) made in 2013. According to WIPO’s report, the five countries that filed

the most international patent applications in 2013 were, in order: the United States (57,239 cases), Japan
(43,918 cases), China (21,516 cases), Germany (17,927 cases) and Korea (12,386 cases). In 2013, the annual
number of international patent applications filed by China rose above 20,000 for the first time, and China

overtook Germany to have the third-highest number of applications in the world.

Broken down by enterprise, the top applicant was Panasonic (Japan) with 2,881 applications. It was followed by

ZTE Corporation (China) with 2,309 applications and Huawei (China) with 2,094 applications.

TSR AT A HERE RS (WIPO) 1320144F4 H 13 H | 20134F D EFRFFFFHR  (PCTHIRE) DR EZFEE LTz, WIPOD
FERICED & FFEOEERFFFF RO LA 0 EIX. KE (57, 2391F) . AA(43,9181F) . HIEH (21, 516fF) |
RoA > (17, 927F) | #[E (12, 3861F) DNA L 7> 72, 201345, i E O EBRFFFF R EII 00 T2 h 2 2.

RAY ZhE RN L o7,

W

FEROFFFHEEZ R & I T Y=y 27 (BA) T2881F, o3P BUEAARA R (FPE) T2309

. SALIFHER BT ATRAE] (hE) T20941F & 72 o7z,

1 eleB) HARAKENZO


http://www.harakenzo.com/
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

HARAKENZ Nenzsleiier Viay 2017

HARAKENZO 1o

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

JPO Achieves Long-term Goal of Issuing First Action Examination
Reports within 11 Months
HEFT. — REEEMNPEEZ N, ALTHRABETEMR

On April 1, 2014, the JPO announced that it had achieved its long-term goal FA11, which it had embarked upon
ten years previous in 2004. FA11 was included in the 2004 IP Promotion Plan’ that was settled upon by the IP
Strategy Headquarters on May 27, 2004. Until this goal was established, first action examination reports would
be issued within 26 months. FA11 intended to reduce this period to 11 months by the end of 2013.

In order to achieve this goal, from 2008 the JPO increased the number of working examiners by 98 each year
for five years, and expanded prior art searches by means of registered search authorities. As a result, at the end
of March 2013 the goal of FA11 was successfully achieved.

Reducing the search period to 11 months means the JPO is able to supply applicants with search results sooner.
This facilitates faster industrialization of outstanding inventions both in Japan and abroad.

The JPO now aims to improve its examination system and achieve “the world’s fastest and best quality
examinations.”

FRFITIZ20144F4 A LR, 20044E02 5 D10FERORH HIE Th o 7cFALLZ 2R L2 & 38K L7z, FALLIL, 2004
FEICPE ST TRnE M pERERERFH2004)  (20044E5 A 27 H 1RO PEMRRS A ) 1B W T b, £h
FT2600H Do TV —IREABEA E COMM (FA:First Action) #2013ERE TIZIINALNETHE
MEETH D,

ZOBEERERT D700, R IE2008F LUk, (IR AT O E (BFEEI8K X)) OB sk Ak
BAC L B AT HAINRAE OIETE L W o 7B Ml 2 T 72 R, 53 A RICFALL HE A2 Bk c&/-t LT
W2,

FEFTIX, ZHiuc ko HBEANCRINCHEEM R 2RI 5 2 L8 E & 2 0 | BRI B OERNIATO R
BOEEEMRET HRPELND E LTND,

Ferridatk b, FERHZEM L 26 MERRE - m B ORFEL)] OFEBZ LTV EL
TWnW5,

2 eleB) HARAKENZO



HARAKENZ Nleanzsiledier Viay 201

HARAKENZO 1o

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

Improvement of Comprehensive IP Support Portal for Small and

Medium-sized Enterprises
/NSRRI R A ERE DO IDOHAERE

On March 24, 2014, the JPO announced, in association with the Japan Patent Attorney Association and Lawyers
Network (Japan Federation of Bar Associations) that IP specialists would be periodically assigned to the one-
stop Comprehensive IP Support Portal aimed at small and medium-sized businesses in order to improve the
support offered.

From April 2014, the Comprehensive IP Support Portal will be attended at least once a week by a patent
attorney and at least once a month by a lawyer.

The JPO now plans use this to promote IP-related activities of small and medium-sized enterprises etc. by
strengthening consistent support throughout the three stages from the consideration of the use of IP to the actual
use of IP ((1) providing opportunities for access to specialists free of charge; (2) support during the pre-IP
acquisition stage; (3) use of IP).
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Introduction to Our Firm’s Service

PCT Support Station
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‘ We offer high—quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details

international patent firms.
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JPO Changes Implementation of Interrogations
HFT-ES0DERLER

On March 28, 2014, the JPO announced that it has revised how interrogations are implemented. The previous
system of issuing pretrial interrogations for all cases has been changed, and from April 2014, pretrial
interrogations will be valid for cases in certain technical fields or which require time etc. between the request
for appeal and the trial examination.

The numbers of requests for appeal against decisions of refusal varies considerably between different technical
fields, and so measures have been taken to try and reduce trial examination period in those fields where it is
possible. However, certain measures, in particular the issuing of pretrial interrogations for cases in fields where
time between the request for appeal and the trial examination is not required, has on the contrary started to have
the undesired effect of increasing the time taken for trial examinations. Also, even though not filing a response
to a pretrial interrogation will not count against the person requesting the appeal when it comes to the
examination or judgment, there is a sense among appealers and agents that a response must be filed. It is
therefore considered that this adds an unnecessary burden.

From April 2014 pretrial interrogations will only be issued for cases which require time etc. between the
request for appeal and the trial examination and for cases in technical fields related to medicine and
biotechnology (IPC: A01H, A61K through L, A61P through Q, C12M through Q, C40B).
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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