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Patent Examination Information from Various Countries Available
Together
SEOHTEEICEET HIFHMN—IETSHEA

The JPO has begun providing a world-first service via which it is possible to obtain from a single source patent
examination information regarding applications made to the five largest patent offices as well as PCT
international applications and Canadian applications. The information (hereafter referred to as dossier
information) can be easily obtained via this service, allowing users to view at a glance the status of procedures

or examinations for Japanese, US, European, Chinese, Korean, Canadian and PCT cases.

Dossier information can be obtained by selecting One Portal Dossier Inquiry under Patents/Utility Models on
the JPO’s Patent Information Platform (J-PlatPat) and entering a Japanese or overseas patent application
number. Application and examination information regarding the corresponding Japanese, US, European,

Chinese, Korean, Canadian and PCT patent family can be viewed.

English translations of the dossier information have been provided by each patent office, and therefore it is

possible to view for example a Chinese notification of reasons for refusal in both Chinese and English.
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We offer high-quality §erVIce, combining research know.how cultivated

in long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
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Strengthening of IP Cooperation Program between Japan and ASEAN
BARET7 7 UEEOMEICET S ATRT S LDEIE

As business expansion by Japanese enterprises into various ASEAN member states continues, there is an urgent
need for improvement and strengthening of the IP systems in those areas. Since 2012, the JPO has hosted five
meetings with the directors of ASEAN patent offices, and through support for human resource development and
membership of international treaties, etc. has engaged in raising the standard of the IP environment in ASEAN

member states.

At the most recent sixth meeting between the directors of the JPO and of ASEAN patent offices, talks were held
between the directors of the patent offices of Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar and Singapore, at
which the state of improvement of the systems and operations in each country as well as the strengthening of
cooperation between offices in response to issues were reviewed. In particular, there has been much progress in

the relationship between Japan and Indonesia.

It was confirmed that the JPO would exchange patent information such as patent publications with Indonesia.
As a result, the JPO has made preparations to receive patent information from Indonesia, and will be able to
satisfy the needs of Japanese enterprises that wish to examine patent information when expanding into

Indonesia.

It is hoped that the expansion of Japanese enterprises into ASEAN member states can be further encouraged

through fruitful outcomes of future meetings between the directors of the JPO and of ASEAN patent offices.
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Pre-publication Applications become Eligible for Applications for
US-Japan Collaborative Searches
ABARTHFES B KB EERE D BEEMAIEEIC

From August 1, 2016, the requirements for Japan-US collaborative searches have been eased. The collaborative
searches are a world-first test initiative where, regarding inventions for which patent applications have been
filed in both Japan and the US, the examiners in each country will carry out searches and share their first

examination results early and in the same period.

In concrete terms, as it was previously necessary to wait until applications had been published in both Japan
and the US, it was not possible to apply for a collaborative search until 18 months had passed since the date of
application in the first country. With the easing of requirements, application for collaborative search becomes
possible from the time of application in the second country, thus allowing for collaborative search applications

to be made more than six months earlier.

This change will enable much more stable rights acquisition that is earlier and closer to simultaneous in each

country, based on the results of search collaborations between Japanese and US examiners.
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International Information Bulletin on English Translations of
Japanese Judgment Precedents
FZEFRFFOERIZOVNTOEERHLZFRFEE

As a part of international information bulletins on Japanese industrial property, the JPO is providing English
translations (by human translators) of judgments etc. (including appeal decisions, opposition decisions and
adjudications) that are considered to be useful references for understanding legal interpretations or operations
based on types or fields of cases. Judgments regarding IP are listed in searches carried out on the court or IP
High Court websites, and judgments of greater precedent are displayed by topic on the IP High Court website
under “IP Judgment listed by topic.”

It is hoped that enterprises that intend to obtain IP rights, etc. in Japan can improve the predictability of right

registration by making use of these English translations when filing applications or responding to office actions.

Further, information regarding updates to English translations of judgements etc. will be made available via the
JPO website.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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