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Regional Collective Trademark Symbol
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After strong demand from users of Regional Collective Trademarks, the JPO has finalized a Regional
Collective Trademark symbol. This symbol indicates that the name of a regional product has been registered

with the JPO as a Regional Collective Trademark.

Regional Collective Trademarks are used to provide more appropriate protection to regional brands under a
system that allows even trademarks comprised solely of the name of a region and the name of a product
(service) to be registered if certain conditions are met. As of the end of December 2017, 617 Regional

Collective Trademarks have been registered.

Through continued use of the Regional Collective Trademark symbol, awareness of a Regional Collective
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Trademark by general consumers, clients and those in the same profession etc. will rise, trust in a regional
brand will grow, and the brand power of a Regional Collective Trademark will be increased.

The Regional Collective Trademark symbol has both a color design and a monochrome design, both of which
depict a map of Japan against a rising sun, giving the impression of an official seal. Also, the symbol carries the
phrase "Local Specialty” in English.

color monochrome
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The Regional Collective Trademark symbol can, as a rule, be used by only by groups holding the right to a
Regional Collective Trademark, members of said groups or those who have been granted permission to use a
Regional Collective Trademark (with some exceptions). To use the symbol, a completed Use Form must be sent
by email or post to the Regional Brand Promotion Office.
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Expansion of applicability of Super accelerated examination for Ventures
R Fr—EnRETIA—N—BHPEEDOHRIEK

As expressed in the JPO Director's thoughts for the start of 2018, for business ventures that value speed, an
expansion of the applicability of the Super accelerated examination is being considered. The Super accelerated
examination generally delivers primary examination results within one month.

Under the current system, in order to make use of the Super accelerated examination, applications for which it
is applicable must be both (i) working-related applications and (ii) internationally filed applications. However,
there is a movement towards relaxing these requirements and allowing application for the Super accelerated
examination in applications that are not internationally filed applications but have related worked inventions.

It is expected that, at the earliest, the above requirements for making use of the Super accelerated examination
may be relaxed by the middle of 2018.
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Accelerated Trademark Examination System in Japan
BRICEITAEBREHMEEFIEICONT

The Accelerated Trademark Examination System allows for faster than normal examinations to be carried out
for cases that meet certain requirements, if requested by the applicant(s). The system is used to make the
examination faster to acquire rights quickly. A request for accelerated trademark examination can be made at
any time after the date of application, and does not incur an official fee from the JPO.

In order for an application to be eligible for accelerated examination, it must meet at least one of the following
requirements. However, at present all "new type" trademarks (movement, hologram, color only, sound, and
position trademarks) are ineligible for accelerated examination.

1. Applications in which the applicant/licensee is already using the trademark in connection with designated
goods/services or has made adequate preparations for use thereof, and in which establishment of rights is urgent.

2. Applications in which the applicant/licensee has only designated goods/services in connection with which the
trademark is already in use or for which adequate preparations for use have been made.

3. Applications in which the applicant/licensee is already using the trademark in connection with designated
goods/services or has made adequate preparations for use thereof, and which only contain goods/services
written in the Annex to the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations or the Examination Guidelines for

Similar Goods/Services etc.*

* This refers to the Annex to the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations in connection with Article 6, the Examination
Guidelines for Similar Goods/Services, and the Table of International Classifications of Goods and Services (Nice
Classifications).

The number of applications making use of accelerated examination is growing yearly, having risen from 1503
applications in 2012 to 3441 applications in 2017. Further increases in the number of applications making use
of accelerated examination are expected.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFRDY—EXBN

Translation for languages
9, 1 5 oY

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click;here,for.details
international patent firms.

REFOBRBRTE I/ VN L BRFHFEHARESTIROENZEBHASDER B TESA
HEOoBWI—EAZREHLET. _ cob
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Revision of IP System to Handle 4th Industrial Revolution etc.
Announced
FOREXEZHMFANDACD-OHDHMUPFEFREDRELICOVTOHREE D AR

On February 15, 2018, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) released a report detailing the
results of a deliberation carried out between June, 2016 and December 2017 on revising the intellectual
property system in order to handle the 4th industrial revolution etc. The main points are outlined below.

(1) Issues surrounding Standard Essential Patents and Systematic Handling
Through the formulation of guidelines on negotiating licenses of Standard Essential Patents in the field of
telecommunications, and the enforcement of decisions related to Standard Essential Patents utilizing the
judgement system, etc., it is intended that negotiation of such licenses will become smoother, and disputes
over Standard Essential Patents can be prevented or quickly resolved.

(2) Systems for handling IP disputes aimed at small and medium-sized enterprises
In relation to a broadening of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) aimed at small and medium-sized
enterprises, two proposals have been discussed: (i) a proposal to establish at the JPO an ADR institution
separate to those which exist publicly, and (ii) a proposal for the JPO to support ADR through cooperation
with public institutions.
Currently, the above discussion has concluded that the JPO should not establish a new system etc. but
consider methods of furthering use of existing ADR systems within government.

(3) Strengthening of procedures for gathering evidence
The following opinions (i)-(iii) have been indicated regarding the strengthening of procedures for
gathering evidence in patent infringement litigation.

(i) In order to allow courts to judge whether or not documents are required as evidence of infringement or for
the purpose of calculating damages, INCAMERA procedures, which are not possible under the current
system, should be implemented.

(it) 1t should be made possible for said INCAMERA procedures to involve experts if permission has been
given by the concerned parties.

(iii) The current system sufficiently allows for third party experts to accompany enforcement officers prior to
making lawsuits.

6 nele@) HARAKENZO




\-\ARAKENZ()
¥, 45th Anmversary in 2021

LRSI HIN March 2018
Fr /- I I ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

(4) Extension of period for exceptions to loss of novelty
A view has been expressed that the current six-month period for exceptions to loss of novelty should be
extended to one year.

(5) Introduction of uniform system of 50% fees for small and medium-sized enterprises
Currently, applicability is restricted, and procedures are complicated. A view has been expressed that a
system of fee reduction should be introduced which is established in the Patent Law, which uses simple
procedures, and which is uniformly applied to small and medium-sized enterprises and thus encourages
them to make effective use of their IP.
Also, a view has been expressed that the same kind of fee reduction system should be established
regarding utility model and international filing fees.

(6) Protection of business secrets included in JPO’s expert opinion/interpretation
Under the current system, even if business secrets are included in documents submitted in relation to
expert opinion/interpretation, viewing etc. of said documents is not restricted. A view has been expressed
that the viewing etc. of documents related to the JPO's expert opinion/interpretation should be restricted

upon request by a concerned party if said documents contain business secrets.

(7) Introduction of system for payment of patent fees and other official fees using credit cards
Under the current system, payment using credit cards is not possible. A view has been expressed that
payment of patent fees and other official fees by credit card should be allowed for the convenience of users.
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Global IP Strategy Forum 2018 Held
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The Global IP Strategy Forum for 2018 was held from January 22-23, 2018.
The Global IP Strategy Forum has been held since 2011 and is a place for sharing information related to IP in
Japan and abroad and exchanging knowledge on the handling of IP, as well as providing an opportunity for

networking with IP professionals.

The 2018 Forum's main theme was "comprehensive management of business and IP - building value for clients
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by engaging with new viewpoints sought during a revolutionary period." Panel discussions and lectures were
held on IP and data strategies taking into account business changes accompanying the development of 10T etc.;
IP strategies in business facing global markets; and challenges facing startups acting as support for open
innovation, etc. In addition, the patent information platform J-PlatPat and image-based design publication
search tool Graphic Image Park were introduced and available for users to experience first-hand using PCs.
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq

P N Nt NSl

Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =

AR BRI BCEBEBOFacebooklc CIBIRLE: BHLHNE |
|EEHELGLONMICETAREERELTHVET HVTBRRELY

| S Moremformallon#illll:;_sb»\

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
ﬁﬁﬁt%h%iﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{% LTHYET. HUTCEELEEL,

~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

| 1 |
BIO IP ITIP loT X Al
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'F‘¥E ITHIAA R %R IoTxAIZIB=E
| |
Food & Medical Maior & Emergin
Supggﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPI.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE: _ E-MAIL:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number) iplaw- tky' @harakenzo.com
FACSIMILE: ’

+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE: _ E-MAIL -
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) iplaw—osk @harakenzo.com
FACSIMILE:

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE: ) E-MAIL-
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) iplaw—osl.(@harakenzo.com
FACSIMILE:

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE: _ E-MAIL-:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number) iplaw-hsr.n ibharakenzo.com
FACSIMILE:

+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE: .
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number) E-MAIL:

iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com
FACSIMILE:

+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)
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