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Reduction System for Patent Fees, etc.
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From April 1, 2018, there is a new method of handling requests for reduction in patent fees.

Currently, when requesting a reduction in patent fees, it is necessary to file, together with a transmittal of

payment, a request for a reduction in fees and documents proving that the requirements for receiving a
reduction in fees are fulfilled. Also, if the fourth through tenth patent fees are paid separately, it is necessary to

submit requests for reduction in fees and proof each time.

Under the new method of handling requests, the procedure for requesting a reduction in fees only needs to be

carried out once, after which the request will be valid until the payment of the tenth patent fee.

This change will reduce the burden on users who use the system. The new method will apply to cases in which

requests for reduction in patent fees are filed with the JPO on or after April 1, 2018.
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2018 Guidebook on Regional Collective Trademarks
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The JPO has produced the '2018 Guidebook on Regional Collective Trademarks.'

The concept behind the guidebook is a single volume that can fully explain regional collective trademarks. It
includes an outline of the regional collective trademark system, Q&A, use examples, and support measures etc.
carried out by the JPO. The guidebook also contains a list of all 621 presently registered regional collective

trademarks, grouped by product.

Use Examples
Various examples including "Tokachi Wakaushi' (Hokkaido prefecture), 'Noto-don' (Ishikawa prefecture),

"Toyooka Kaban' (Hyogo prefecture), 'Imabari Taoru' (Ehime prefecture) etc. are each introduced with specifics.
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List of all Regional Collective Trademarks

A list of all regional collective trademarks grouped by product.
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Change to Method of Counting Similar Groupings

HEBDAIRTEDERERIZDONT

"Similar groupings" refers to the universal 5-character alphanumeric codes assigned to goods and services. The

goods and services contained in a group are, as a rule, inferred to be similar in nature. Currently, certain goods

and services that appear in multiple groups are counted only as a single group, with a maximum of seven

groups allowed. If the number of groups surpasses seven, a notification of reasons for refusal will be issued

under principal paragraph of Article 3(1) of the Trademark law.

Following revision, the number of groups in which a given group or service appears will be counted. The

maximum number of groups that can appear in a single class will be set to 22. There will be no change

regarding the handling of services such as retail.

The announcement and implementation of the revised method of counting groups will take place on April 2,

2018, and the change will apply to all pending applications.
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Tripolar Patent Office Directors Meeting
=BT RERS

On March 2, 2018, the 36th Tripolar Patent Office Directors Meeting was held in Hakone, Japan between the
Japan Patent Office (JPO), United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTQO) and the European Patent
Office (EPO). Ahead of the meeting, the Tripolar Patent Office Directors and Users Meeting was held on March
1.

Discussions held at the Tripolar Patent Office Directors' Meeting and Tripolar Patent Office Directors and Users
Meeting were on the subjects of harmonization of patent systems, comparative research on computer software-
related inventions at the tripolar offices, improvements in PCT quality, and the handling of the connection
between standard essential patents and the fourth industrial revolution. The main outcomes of the meetings
were as follows:

(1) Harmonization of Patent Systems

Users of the three offices reported progress in discussions between users towards a meeting of developed
nations on the harmonization of patent systems, to be held in September 2018. The report was received by the
directors of the tripolar offices, who confirmed they would continue to cooperate to bring about harmonization
of systems while paying close attention to the progress of discussions between users.

Introduction to Our Firm's Service LUFRODY—EXEBN

(New) International Design Application
(i) 1 P 2 I )

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivatedin a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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(2) Comparative Research on Computer Software-related Inventions at the Tripolar Offices

Users raised questions in connection with matters at the time of acquiring international rights regarding
computer software-related inventions and expressed their desire for comparative research to take place between
the tripolar offices. At the patent office directors meeting, it was confirmed that the progress of comparative
research between the tripolar offices would be checked, and that discussions would take place regarding how to
proceed in future.

(3) Improvements in PCT Quality

There is a shared recognition of the importance of new approaches to maintaining and improving the quality of
international searches and preliminary examinations produced by the PCT international authority. It was agreed
to continue to conduct discussions on concrete measures that can be taken.

(4) Standard Essential Patents and the fourth industrial revolution

Users at the tripolar offices introduced realities and issues regarding the use of Al by enterprises and requested
support from patent offices for the use of Al. At the patent office directors meeting, it was agreed to continue to
scrutinize the situation regarding standard essential patents and carry out a discussion between the five largest
patent offices.
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WIPO High-level Forum
WIPO/NA LRIV T+ —S LDFRE

From February 22-23, 2018, the JPO together with the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) held the
WIPO High-level Forum in Urayasu, Chiba prefecture, Japan.

Since 1987, Japan has made voluntary donations to WIPO (the Japan Fund) and cooperated in IP-related
matters in developing nations, largely in the Asia-Pacific region and Africa. On this occasion, to mark the 30th
anniversary of the Japan Fund, directors of patent offices etc. were invited from developing nations and their
institutions, the IP systems of various countries and future shared issues were displayed, and discussions were
held on future cooperation via the Japan Fund.

At this forum, lively discussions were held regarding changes to IP systems over time to meet contemporary
demands, new topics regarding IP measures to promote innovation, measures to computerize for IP protection
and use, human resources for the development of IP, IP use in developing economically, socially and culturally
and international cooperation.

Also, alongside the forum the JPO held a meeting between the patent offices of various countries at which the
continuation of cooperative relationships was affirmed, and cooperation with Vietnam and Turkey in the field of
IP was agreed upon.

(1) Vietnam

A memorandum on cooperation in the field of IP was signed. The two offices plan to strengthen cooperation to
improve the speed and quality of patent examinations.

(2) Turkey

An agreement was reached to begin a trial Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH), and to strengthen the
relationship between the two offices.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@u_rnggal Departmenti onjFacebooks| | QJHwoshlma OfficeJon]Eacebooks

iEZ# aBEacebooki
Four, Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on | Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods | Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
' etc.via Facebnok Please view our Facebook page for more deta|ls * __ with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/it/
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http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/food_medical/
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http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/rising_nation/
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http://www.harakenzo.com/jpn/tpp/
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com
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