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Collection of Examples of Enterprises Using IP 2018
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On October 3, 2018, the Japan Patent Office published "Collection of Examples of Enterprises Using IP 2018".

The collection introduces 52 examples of small and medium-sized enterprises using IP in the following 11
fields:

- Foodstuffs, drinks and pharmaceuticals

- Architecture, construction and civil engineering

- Dies, press forging and industrial parts

- Chemicals, plastics and materials

- Agricultural machinery and food processing machinery
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- Industrial machinery and environmental apparatus

- Medical apparatus, medical tools, nursing goods

- IT, electrical apparatus, electronic apparatus and analytical apparatus
- Manufacturing equipment and inspection equipment

- Life and culture goods

- Wholesale, retail and services

The booklet describes the outline of each enterprise's impetus for starting use of IP, how it approached using IP
and what the results were. The content is likely to be of use to enterprises formulating IP strategies that wish to
check how others in the same field approached IP.

The booklet also includes the locations and contact information of each enterprise featured, making it possible
for users to find and contact small and medium-sized enterprises that hold patents related to their business. It is
hoped that the booklet will help lead to new business ties between users.

In addition to amount of capital and number of employees, the outline of each enterprise featured includes a
section on how its IP handlers are organized. This offers an interesting glimpse into the realities of how IP is
used in small and medium-sized enterprises, with some enterprises having dedicated legal or IP departments,
others having IP matters handled by the company presidents, and so on.
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Introduction of "Fast-track Examinations" for Trademarks
BEEBRERICID7RAMNSYIBEINEAIND

A system for carrying out trademark examinations at a faster rate than normal (fast-track examinations) has
begun on a trial basis for applications filed on or after October 1, 2018. Applications that qualify for the system
must meet specific requirements regarding designated goods/services. The fast-track examinations will be
carried out around two months faster than normal examinations. As the number of trademark applications being
made is increasing rapidly, the aim of fast-track examinations is to facilitate the entire trademark examination
process by encouraging appropriate applications that do not cause a large amount of work for examiners.

1. Trademark applications that may be subject to fast-track examinations

In order to be made subject to a fast-track examination, an application must meet the following requirements
(1) and (2).

(1) At the time of filing, the application only designated goods/services written in the "Examination Guidelines
on Similar Goods and Services", "Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations”, or in the “International
Classification Tables of Goods and Services (Nice Classifications)” (herein after referred to ‘standard
indications’).

(2) No amendments to the goods/services have been made prior to starting examination.

*Note: Applications that may not be made subject to fast-track examinations

- Applications for "new type" trademarks and International trademark applications (Madrid Protocol)

- Applications that designate any goods or services that other than the ‘standard indications’ such as those
published under "Names of Goods and Services Adopted in Examinations” published on the Patent Information
Platform (J-PlatPat).

- Applications made prior to October 1, 2018.

2. Requesting fast-track examination

No special request is necessary. Applications that qualify will automatically be made subject to fast-track
examination. However, as with normal cases, the time required for examination will vary from case to case. No
fee is incurred for fast-track examination.
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Filing | Standard examination FA Average around 8 months*

[ % standard case E# Average around 8 months*
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* Accelerated Approx. 2 months faster
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Filing = * examination F& Average 1.8 months**

Source: JPO website
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LPRDT—EXBAH
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for.details
international patent firms.
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Handling in Japan of Trademark Applications with "Providing Casino
Facilities" as a Designated Service
/TR DR 1T ER B LT IBEEEFHEEDOEKE TORKLNZDULT

Since it was unclear what sort of service was indicated under the law of Japan by the expression "providing
casino facilities [gambling]™ of Class 41 of the Nice International Classification Tables, this expression is
marked with an asterisk (*) to show that it is a service that cannot be adopted in Japan. Thus, if said service is
designated in an application, a notice of reasons for refusal will be issued under Article 6(1) of the Japan
Trademark Law.

However, the Law on Development of Specified Complex Tourist Facilities Areas was established on July 20,
2018 and promulgated on July 27, 2018. When the law is enacted (within three years of the date of
promulgation), the provision of casino facilities in Japan will be permitted. Therefore, the handling of the above
expression in the Nice Classifications will change as follows.

-Without waiting for the next update of the Nice International Classification Tables (January 1, 2019), it will
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become possible to adopt a Japanese translation of "providing casino facilities" as an indication of a designated
service in Japanese trademark registration applications.

-Examination will be carried out by treating "providing casino facilities” as being included in "providing
amusement facilities” (Class 41).
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Drug Fees and IP
ZE (i & %0 Bt

On October 3, 2018, Tasuku Honjo, Distinguished Professor of Kyoto University, was awarded the Nobel Prize
in medicine and physiology. Since Professor Honjo received the prize, the anti-cancer drug Opdivo, which is
based on his research, has come under the spotlight, although this is not the first time Opdivo has become a
lively topic of public debate.

Administering a single dose of Opdivo costs around 1.3 million yen (approx. 11,700 USD), and a single year's
worth of treatment costs 35 million yen (approx. 315,000 USD), making it a notorious example of high-cost
medicine often cited in newspapers and other media.

In Japan, as a rule new medicines that are approved under the Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices Law must
be covered by insurance, and therefore the fees for high-cost medicines have a major effect on health insurance.
For example, in the UK the drug YESCARTA, which is used for treating lymphoma, is not available on the
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National Health Service because it is deemed "too expensive". Also, whether or not a drug is covered by
insurance can have an effect on the users of said drug. On the other hand, the deferment of insurance being
applied to a drug or the controlling of the list price of a drug can also diminish pharmaceutical companies'
motivation to develop new drugs as well as their research and development ability. Thus, in the long term,
doing so can be of a greater detriment to humankind as a whole.

It is a challenge to try and strike a balance to simultaneously preserve or improve the speed with which new
drugs are developed, preserve public medical finances and provide fair access to medicine to those who need it.
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From Application to Use
HEEMNOFI A

According to a newspaper report in September, 2018, the percentages of patents approved in China in 2013 that
were abandoned by 2017 were as follows:

- Over 91% of Design Patents (equivalent to Designs under Japanese law)

- 61% of Utility Model Patents

- 37% of Invention Patents

From the above, it can be seen that there is a tendency for a high proportion of patent rights to be abandoned
within 5 years of acquisition.
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As numbers of patent applications, particularly design patent applications are seeing a huge increase, in China
there are incentive programs for patents being carried out, such as providing financial support for applications
by enterprises or universities. Also, it is easier to select design patent applications, which have less strict
examinations compared to invention patents. On the other hand, there is no support system in China for patents
post-acquisition, which means that upkeep costs for patents present a problem, and many patents are abandoned
shortly after acquisition.

In Japan as well, multiple systems exist to support applications particularly by small and medium-sized
enterprises and universities. A more thorough support system would be desirable from the point of view of
enabling the effective use of IP and the protection of right holders after rights have been acquired.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.
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Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =
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QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
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Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
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http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




