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Is It Possible to Register 'Reiwa’ as Trademark?
THIZEEERT D EIEAIRED

The name of the current Japanese era changed to 'Reiwa’ on May 1, 2019. People may frequently see the two
characters 73 f1' (Reiwa) for a while, as events etc. take place related to the name of the new era.

With regard to trademark registrations of era names, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) specified a year prior to the
announcement of the new era name that trademarks that can be recognized just as era names do not have
distinctiveness; therefore, they cannot be registered as trademarks. Moreover, it does not matter whether or not
an era name is the one currently in use, so trademarks consisting solely of the names of the past Japanese eras
such as 'Showa' and 'Heisei' also cannot be registered. The background of this decision is that the JPO wishes to
avoid a repetition of what happened when the era name changed to 'Heisei' in 1989, when it was swamped with
registration requests for 'Heisei' trademarks.
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At present, it is possible for a trademark that includes 'Reiwa’ to be registered if it fulfils the following
conditions: it must be a combination of 'Reiwa’ and other 'words/characters that have distinctiveness', and there
must be no reasons for refusal. Naturally, since applications which are first-to-file are given priority, it will
remain very difficult to register a trademark, yet it seems that there will be a big number of registration requests.

Overseas media are also showing interest in the change of the Japanese era name. We would also like to pay
attention to trends after the name change.
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Trends in International Patent Applications
E Rt EF HHFED BN ]

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) has published the 'Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
Annual Report 2018'. The number of international patent applications filed in 2018 was 253,000, 3.9% more
than the previous year. In the world ranking, the country with the most applications is the United States with
56,142 cases, in second place is China with 53,345, and in third place is Japan with 49,702. With regard to the
percentage change from the previous year, whilst there was a 0.9 % decrease in applications from the U.S.A,,
there was a 9.1% increase in China, and a 3.1% increase in applications from Japan. India, meanwhile, saw a
large increase of 27.2%.

As for the organization category, the entity with the most applications is Huawei Technologies in China. Second
is Mitsubishi Electric in Japan, and third is Intel in the U.S. Although 6 companies in the top 10 are from Asia,
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Mitsubishi Electric in second place is the only Japanese company.
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Report on Content Services Utilizing Blockchain Technology
IOy Fz—rEMEFRALIza TV —ERICET 28HREE

The Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI) published a report on content services that utilize
blockchain technology on April 5, 2019. The report's authors consider blockchain technology to effectively
enable the smooth distribution of digital contents.

The report considers service applications that can distribute profits appropriately amongst parties who
contributed to the creation of content and parties who contributed to the creation of said content's value, by
visualizing and quantifying the degree of contribution made by each party.

Specifically, the report considers applications that use blockchain technology to achieve the following
regarding new derivative piece(s) of music (“subsequent derivative content™) based on an existing piece of
music ("original content™).

Firstly, the report considers an application that uses blockchain technology to record the relationship of rights
between the creator of the original content and the creator of subsequent derivative content. However, when
using the application, the producer of the original content and the producer of the subsequent derivative content
must each agree in advance to exercise neither copyright nor author's moral right. Instead of having the
application verify that they are the author of the content they created, each creator must confirm that others may
freely create new content based on their original content.
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Secondly, the report considers an application that utilized blockchain technology to distribute compensation
paid by its users amongst the producers of original content and the producers of subsequent derivative content.
The distribution rate might be calculated based on assessment by Al etc. of the degree to which the subsequent
derivative content relies on the original content, which is displayed and evaluated by users who listen to the
content, etc.
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Collection of Cases of Partial Designs Registered as Related Designs
HBAEEDEESESZFEHRICONT

A collection of cases of partial designs registered as related designs has been published on the homepage of the
Japan Patent Office (JPO).

The published cases are those which can serve as references regarding design similarity, selected from partial
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design applications filed between April 1, 2007 and March 31, 2017 that were registered as principal designs

and related designs.

This collection of cases may be useful when managing intellectual property etc. as it categorizes principal
designs and related designs depending on design classification, and shows cases side-by-side to make them
easier to compare.

The partial design system and the related design system are both useful systems that should be considered
initially in order to obtain strong design rights and broaden the scope of said rights. The collection enables
readers to refer to the method in which other companies file applications using the partial design and related
design systems.

In addition, this material is very helpful to those who wish to understand the JPO's thinking regarding similarity
judgements of partial designs, as the JPO does not approve related designs unless they are similar to their

respective principal designs.
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5G Mobile Communications System
FEHEHABERECATL(SG)

There is heated discussion taking place on the subject of the 5th Generation (5G) Mobile Communications
System that will be brought into use from the beginning of 2020. On April 3, 2019, when the relevant Korean
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authorities reported that they had begun the world's first commercial use of 5G, major U.S. telecommunications
companies AT&T and Verizon Communications each issued individual statements claiming that they had in fact
introduced the world's first commercial use of 5G. Perhaps because 5G is a service that commands a strong
market image of speed and connectivity, there is fierce competition between rival telecom companies to claim
that they were the first to introduce it. At the same time, there is much discussion in the media of features of 5G
smartphones.

However, 5G is a technology which aims not only to enable ‘person to person' communications, but also 'person
to machine' communication, and even 'machine to machine' communication. Therefore, the coming wave of 5G
may exert a greater influence on 'person to machine' communication and ‘'machine to machine' communication
than on 'person to person' communication.

Currently, as commercial 5G is being realized, all kinds of sensors are being handled by mobile communication
networks. Therefore, a world where communication cables disappear from robotic factories because of the
Internet Things (IoT) may not be so far away. This reminds us that 5G is originally intended to enable three
usage scenarios: eMBB (Enhanced Mobile Broad Band), mMTC (Massive Machine Type Communications),
and URLLC (Ultra-Reliable and Low Latency Communication).
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Patent Suppert Station
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| We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Clickghere for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq
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Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =

AR BRI BCEBEBOFacebooklc CIBIRLE: BHLHNE |
|EEHELGLONMICETAREERELTHVET HVTBRRELY
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com






