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Major Design Law Revision
BEZEXIBRIE

A revised Design Law was promulgated on May 17. 2019. Detailed information on the revision is described

below.

1. Expansion of what may be protected as an Image Design
(1) New items eligible for protection

(Limited to images that are used for operation of machines or images that show an outcome derived from a
machine's function.)
(i) Images that are not recorded on articles

E.g.) Images that are provided via networks
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(ii) Images that are displayed on things other than articles
E.g.) Images cast on walls or bodies or images shown in VR

(2) New acts of working designs

Acts of uploading images to a server, providing software including images via a network, or offering to do so
are now considered to be acts of working designs.

(The transfer of recording media on which images related to a design are recorded or devices that in which
images related to a design are built-in etc. is regarded an act of working said design.)

2. Protection of Spatial Designs
The exterior and interior designs of architecture have newly become subject to protection.

3. Expansion of Related Design System

(i) The period in which an application for a related design may be filed has been extended from ‘'before
publication of the principal design' to 'within 10 years from the filing date of principal design'.

(i) Related designs similar only to other related designs may now be registered.

(iii)The period of duration of related designs has been adjusted to be equal to that of the basic design (the
earliest design in the group).

4. Change to Period of Duration of Design Rights
The period of duration of design rights has been extended from '20 years from the registration date' to 25
years from the filing date'.

5. Introduction of One-Time Filing for Multiple Designs
One-time filing for multiple designs is now available.
(A single design right will be produced for each design. Examination and registration are conducted
separately for each design.)

6. Revision of Classification of Articles
This regulation prevents reasons for refusal being issued immediately for applications that do not list
classifications equivalent to article classifications, in order to prevent delays in rights acquisition.
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7. Regulation regarding Indirect Infringement
Acts of production, transference, import etc. of (non-dedicated) components that comprise infringing articles,
if malicious, are considered to be indirect infringement.
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Change of Procedures for Requesting International Preliminary
Examinations
ERFIRERFRFHESOEEIZDONT

The revised PCT regulation 69 regarding the commencement of international preliminary examinations
enforced on July 1, 2019. Due to this revision, in the case of a request for international preliminary examination
made on or after the enforcement day (July 1, 2019), the international preliminary examination will commence
at the point in time when the International Preliminary Examining Authority has received all the necessary
documents and official fees.

Prior to this revision, international preliminary examinations were in principle conducted when the period for
requesting international preliminary examination had expired. When applicants wished to begin the
international preliminary examination before the expiration of this period, they needed to clearly indicate so by
checking a designated box on the request for international preliminary examination.

However, after the revision, such a special indication is no longer required, and international preliminary
examination is carried out for all requests at the point when the International Preliminary Examining Authority
has received all the required documents and official fees.

This revision enables all applicants requesting international preliminary examination to receive the examiners'
viewpoints at the international stage sooner. As a result, it can be expected that applicants can begin sooner
preparing correspondence/consideration for examinations carried out when entering or after entering national
phase in each country.
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When carrying out procedures using Internet application software, applicants should note that the software has
not yet been updated to account for the revision to PCT regulation 69.
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Granting Non-Exclusive Rights to Use Well-Known Trademarks of Public
Entities Becomes Possible
AW ERERICHRLIBEFEREDOFENTREICLD

A law partially revising the Patent Law which was decided upon in a Cabinet meeting on March 1, 2019, was
approved and enacted on May 10, 2019. The law was promulgated on May 17, 2019 and the revised regulations
of Trademark Law Article 31 Section 1 were enforced on May 27, 2019.

This revision makes it possible to grant non-exclusive rights to use trademark rights related to well-known
trademarks that represent public entities, such as countries, local governments, or universities (below: well-
known trademarks of public entities).

1. Background
Although the currently existing Trademark Law permits registration of well-known trademarks of public
entities if the corresponding public entity itself files the application (Trademark Law Article 4 Section 1

.meu@ »HARAKENZO more”




\-\ARAKENZ()
¥, 45th Anmversary in 2021

H TS 3TN July 2019
s ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

number 6 and section 2), it does not allow the granting of non-exclusive rights to use trademark rights related to
well-known trademarks of public entities (Proviso in Trademark Law Article 31 Section 1).

However, in recent years, as a part of regional branding and PR campaigns, local governments and universities
tend to sell related products, and there are increasingly cases where enterprises sell products in relation to
developments made by research institutions. There is increasingly a desire for the ability to grant non-exclusive
rights to use well-known trademarks of public entities in order to actively develop brands. This is particularly
true in the case of universities, which have goals of securing independent resources and improving public
knowledge of the results of research born from industry-academic partnerships, as well as increasing brand and
name recognition of the university itself.

2. Content of Revision
This revision removes the proviso in Trademark Law Article 31 Section 1 that limited the granting of non-
exclusive rights to use trademark rights related to well-known trademarks of public entities. It is expected that
the revision will broaden the use of trademark registrations by public entities.
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Survey of Technology Trends in Patent Applications
FrEFHFERR T BN MR &

Each year, the JPO carries out a survey of technology trends in patent applications in which it selects technical
themes that are expected to develop in the near future, with a focus on technical fields that are related to market
creation and that should be promoted as Japanese national policy.

Specifically, the JPO selects themes for each of the following four fields: 1. General, 2. Machines, 3. Chemistry,
and 4. Electrics/electronics. It surveys patent information and, based on the gained data, carries out analysis of
the fields in which Japanese industry is superior or inferior, etc.

In recent years, the JPO has selected significant technologies that can be expected to develop in the future, such
as three-dimensional measurement (survey for fiscal 2018, field: General), organic EL devices (survey for fiscal
2017, field: General), provisional next-generation fiber-optic technology (survey for fiscal 2017, field: General),
drones (survey for fiscal 2018, field: Machines), operation controls of automated driving systems (survey for
fiscal 2017, field: Machines), cancer immunotherapy (survey for fiscal 2018, field: Chemistry), technology
associated with human stem cells (survey for fiscal 2017, field: Chemistry), genome editing and gene therapy
associated technology (survey for fiscal 2016, field: Chemistry) payment systems using virtual currency and e-
money (survey for fiscal 2018, field: Electrics/electronics), and anonymity technology (survey for fiscal 2017,
field: Electrics/electronics) etc.

The information concerning the survey of technology trends in patent applications can be easily acquired from
the JPO homepage. It is considered to be very useful information when it comes to grasping the situation
regarding high technology patent applications and selecting business strategies/development
themes/technologies to develop etc.

The themes planned for this year's survey of technology trends in patent applications are as follows:
* Maintenance and management technologies making use of 10T in infrastructure systems
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» Sports related technologies

» Lens type technologies

» Spacecraft

» Welfare tools

» 3D printers

» Controlled radical polymerization related technologies
» Image processing with a use of Al

* V2X communication technologies

» Bases with electronic parts built-in
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Outline of IT Policy
ITBER KM DLNT

The Japanese Government held a joint meeting with the IT Strategic Headquarters on strategies for the
advancement of data utilization on June 7, 2019 at the office of the Prime Minister. The outline of the
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Government's IT policy was decided at the meeting.

In recent years, with the rapid development of digital technologies, the business environment has undergone
changes that could even be described as devastating. In addition, with the development of new technologies
such as Al and loT, attention has shifted to massive amounts of distributed data as the 'new resource' of the
digital era.

Based on this situation, the outline of the Government's IT policy aims to realize 'development of an
environment for winning in international competition in the digital era' and 'problem solving in Japan through
complete social digitalization'. Based on 'the direction of new IT policy in the digital era’ which was established
by the IT Strategic Headquarters in December 2018, the following concrete policies have been set out.

[First column] Security, Safety, and Quality of Data

1. Realizing 'an international data distribution network' - create an international environment where data can be
used securely, safely, and freely

2. Security of personal information - establish an environment where private information is secured while data
can be used easily

3. Strengthening the data management of key industries - guarantee the security and the safety of people's lives
and economic activities by strengthening the data management of key industries

4. Security of the Government and public supply - security in the Government sector

[Second column] Promotion of Digitalization in the Government and the Private Sector

1. Thorough digitalization of administration - realize a digital government that enrichens the lives of citizens

2. Promoting compatibility with the era of digitalization in the private sector - strengthening competitiveness by
promoting digital transformation

3. Strengthening the basis of rules preparation etc. corresponding to the rise of platform-type businesses -
prepare a just and fair market environment corresponding to platform-type businesses

4. Realizing an Al-ready society - reinforce Japanese competitiveness internationally by realizing an Al-ready
society

5. Nationwide deployment of 5G technology - restructuring infrastructure through promotion of cooperative
work supported by 5G

6. Planning of new rules for the digital era - establish rules based on 'architecture’ appropriate for the digital era
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The outline specifically indicates the Japanese Government's position on the direction in which Japan will
advance in the future, and close attention should be paid to it and the various related technologies. Moreover,
since Japan is currently behind other countries around the world in fields of digital technologies, especially
those related to Al and 5G, it can be expected that the Government will use the preparation of a digital
environment based on this outline to try to recover from this position.
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‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click,here for.details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq

P N Nt NSl

Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =

AR BRI BCEBEBOFacebooklc CIBIRLE: BHLHNE |
|EEHELGLONMICETAREERELTHVET HVTBRRELY
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




