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Investigative Report into the Relationship between IP and Economy in
Japan
BAEOMMEHELREFLOBRICEAT SRERSE

In recent years, there has been active research and discussion with the aim of furthering Japan's economic
growth, and also with regards to support systems for intellectual creativity, since high expectations have been

placed on the role it plays in accelerating technological innovation.

As this continues, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) is carrying out investigations that will become materials used
when considering systems of industrial property and policies aimed at establishing IP systems that promote
technological innovation and the industrialization thereof. The JPO is also carrying out investigations into the
current state of analysis of statistical and econometric evidence concerning intellectual property systems in
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other countries.

This time the JPO has published a report on survey results produced in fiscal 2018. The outline of the report is
as follows.

(1) Comparison of Japan and China with regards to transfers of patent rights

(2) Experimental economic analysis regarding enterprises' acquisition of intellectual property rights

(3) Identifying of new technological fields using bibliographic information

(4) Survey regarding analysis of intellectual property systems and economics in different countries

(5) Interview survey regarding the contents etc. of surveys of intellectual property activity

(6) Analysis for improving surveys of intellectual property activity

(7) Scheme for improving the return rate in surveys of intellectual property activity from the perspective of
behavioral economics

The report collects in detail surveys taken from various angles and the results of analysis thereof. It thus
provides very interesting information for predicting future prospects in the world of intellectual property.

The report can be downloaded from JPO website (Japanese only)
(https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/report/sonota/document/keizai yakuwari/report h30.pdf).
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Dialogue on Japan-Africa Patent Office Policy
B -7 N TR EEIC DN T

The JPO held a dialogue on August 29, 2019 regarding Japan-Africa Patent Office policy for promoting
cooperation in the field of intellectual property in Kenya, South Africa and with the Organisation Africaine de
la Propriete Intellectuelle (OAPI). In the dialogue, the JPQO's suggestion of strengthening comprehensive
cooperation when developing the foundations of intellectual property at the above patent offices was approved.

Specifically, the concerned parties decided to cooperate on projects that contribute to the development of the
foundations of the intellectual property systems of each office, such as the cultivation of human resources for
intellectual property, development of examination systems, sharing knowledge regarding support for small and
medium-sized enterprises including startups, and sharing knowledge about IT.

The above-mentioned patent offices (Kenya, South Africa and OAPI) have a high interest in Japanese
enterprises and are countries where startups are active. Based on this agreement, it can be expected that the
foundations of intellectual property systems will be developed and the above patent offices will be able to
appropriately protect and utilize intellectual property.
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JPO Publishes Table of Corresponding Groups of Similar Goods/Services
in Japan and Korea
YFEFIT. BRRLBEI—IRIEREAK

Setting designated goods/services can prove a challenge when applying for a trademark registration. This is not
only the case for national level applications, but also for applications made overseas. Currently, the Japan
Patent Office (JPO) and the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) are engaged in a project to produce
tables containing the different codes for groups of similar goods/services used by each office in trademark
examinations carried out in Japan and Korea respectively.

On September 13, 2019, the JPO published on its website a comparative table of the Japanese and Korean
similarity groups corresponding to Nice/ID List/MGS (around 47,000 classes of goods/services), which was
produced in collaboration between the two offices.

The sources used are as follows:

M Nice

Description of goods/services corresponding to the Nice International Classifications [No. 11-2019 edition]
(published Jan 1, 2019)

WD List

Description of all goods and services used by the five largest offices (JPO, KIPO, European Intellectual
Property Office, China National Intellectual Property Administration and United States Patent and Trademark
Office) (as of July 2019)

BMGS (Madrid Goods and Services Manager)
Description of the goods and services in WIPQO's database of designated goods and services used in Madrid
Protocol applications that can be used in the JPO and KIPO (as of July 2019)

Both offices are continuing with this project with the aim of providing users with greater convenience of use.
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Sea Urchins Reared in Hamanaka-cho to be registered under
Geographical Indicator Protection System

ERETOREY =, MIBARTRERIEEHF A

The town of Hamanaka-cho in eastern Hokkaido prefecture is aiming to register its famous produce, reared sea
urchin, under the Geographical Indicator Protection System with the purpose of increasing its brand value.

Geographical Indicator Protection System

The Geographical Indicator Protection System is a system that stipulates the protection of certain regional
brands that are known for their high quality thanks to the special characteristics of their region of origin, or due
to special production methods developed in said region over many years. If a brand is registered under the
system, goods and producers that meet the standard of quality may display the 'GI Mark’, and action can be
taken against illegitimate use of the brand.
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In Hokkaido, previous registrations include Yubari Melons and Tokachigawa Nishi Yams, with over 80 brands
registered nationwide. Once a brand is registered, it can be sold bearing the Gl Marks that indicates it is a
regional brand of assured quality.

The sea urchins reared in Hamanaka-cho are high-quality, raised only on a diet of kelp, and have a bright color
and rich, sweet taste. Currently, it seems that Hamanaka-cho is the only place where major cultivation of sea
urchins in the ocean is carried out, but other areas are developing techniques and soon competition is expected
to become fierce.

Hamanaka-cho is proceeding with preparations for registration, stating that the Geographical Indicator System
will allow it to increase its brand value and make its products stand out from those from other regions. (Source:
NHK NEWS WEB, September 12, 2019)
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LUFRDYT—EXBAN

Domain Name Registration) @@mswﬁt:amﬂ@m
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‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Matching Tool Effective in Business Corporation
EREEICAEMGETYFOTY—IL

The JPO has started development of a 'matching report' that utilizes patent information in order to promote
innovation by small and medium-sized enterprises and venture companies. It has also conducted substantiating
research into matching support using said report.

In detail, the JPO firstly created a shortlist of "alliance partners' that aim to carry out corporative research and
licensing with other enterprises based on their own patent technologies. Secondly, it developed a matching
report in order to consider enterprises to corporate with. Lastly, it provided said report to more than a hundred
small and medium-sized enterprises, venture enterprises and universities over the past two years, matching
them with large enterprises. The JPO then examined the results and published them.

Concrete results of this can be seen in the fact that the percentage of successful matching in fiscal 2017 was
21.8%, while it was 35.7% in fiscal 2018. Moreover, in terms of business outcomes, in fiscal 2018 matching
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discussions were successfully carried out in 73.6% of cases, and 14 matching discussions resulted in the
creation of five successful examples of matching. This result demonstrates that, based on a matching report that
uses patent information, it is possible to promote enterprise alliances and open innovation.

As this example shows, the matching report developed by the JPO makes it possible not only to clarify players
in related technology fields or markets but also to analyze differences in technology and characteristics and
select enterprises that have a high percentage of matching successfully.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq
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Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
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Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




