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Additional Content Added to IP Community Portal Site "IP BASE"
MBAOS 2 =T R—%/LHY AP BASEJIZEMIT T VB

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) updated its IP community portal site "IP BASE" on October 25, 2019. The site,
which was opened in December 2018 and which provides support for ventures etc. that are starting to construct
their IP strategies, has been renewed and new content has been added.

The site can be accessed at https://ipbase.go.jp/. The newly added content is outlined below.

(a) Searching for IP specialists
Using the website, it is possible to search for IP specialists in various technical fields based on keywords and
selecting fields of expertise. It is also possible to contact IP specialists found via the search individually.
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(b) Q&A with answers from IP specialists
Users can post questions and receive answers from IP specialists.
Questions can be posted anonymously. Past questions and answers can be searched.

(c) Columns contributed by IP specialists
The site features columns written by IP specialists. The first column published is entitled "Quickly Examining
Patents using Super Accelerated Examination”.

(d) WG Reports
The site features reports from study groups comprising users registered with "IP BASE".

It is possible to register with "IP BASE" either as a general user or as an IP specialist.

General users who register can use (a) and (b) above to (i) search for a IP specialist who specializes in the
technical field of one's company and is inclined to assist startups, and (ii) anonymously ask questions of IP
specialists and search past questions and answers to quickly acquire in-depth information on IP.

IP specialists who register can receive direct correspondence from general users who are wish to start
constructing an IP strategy, by featuring their profile on the above-mentioned IP specialist search. They can also
refer to past Q&As to see the latest demands regarding the starting of IP strategies.

This renewal of the "IP BASE" website allows ventures etc. that are looking to start constructing their IP
strategies to form stronger connections with IP specialists, and as a result should lead to a greater acceleration
in the development of their projects.
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Patent Prosecution Highway Trial Program to Commence between
Japan and Saudi Arabia
BAR—YOC7IET7RDOHEEENAVIARITIOU I LERRE

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) have reached a decision
to commence with a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) trial program from January 1, 2020.

This is in part based on the "Japan-Saudi Vision 2030 2.0 (revised edition)" that was published in Japan and
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Saudi Arabia in October 2019.

By using the PPH trial program, applicants will be able to easily receive accelerated patent examinations in
Saudi Arabia based on the results of previous examinations in Japan. It is expected that this will help Japanese
companies expand their business in Saudi Arabia.

As well as the PPH trial program, other programs are expected to take place between Japan and Saudi Arabia in
future. These include strengthening the use of digital data on IP between the JPO and SAIP, Saudi Arabia
joining international agreements on designs and trademarks, the training of IP personnel and support when
establishing patent examination guidelines.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LFRDY—EXEN

Desilgn Ratent Support Station
BEEZES

‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Clickghere for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Myanmar: "Soft-Opening" to Accompany Enforcement of Trademark Law
SY Y — EIEEAEITICHED " soft-opening” 2 DLV T

The Government of Myanmar is making preparations to begin using new trademark system that operates under
the trademark law which was established at the end of March 2019. The forthcoming stipulations for trademark
registration in Myanmar are outlined below.

There are many trademarks registered under the current system, but the Myanmar Patent Office will allow users
to re-apply for registered trademarks during a six-month "soft-opening™ period that is due to commence from

January 2020. Existing trademark rights will lapse if they are not registered again under the new system.

During the "soft-opening™ period, only applications for trademarks that have already been registered under the

current system will be accepted. Therefore, applications for trademarks that have not been registered under the
previous system will only be accepted from the second half of 2020. If a user wishes to file an application
without waiting until then, their trademark must first be registered under the current system before the end of

2019. They must then re-apply when the "soft-opening" period begins.
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Most Valuable Consumer Brands
RUMEDHDIEEEIT SR

Kantar, a member of the WPP group (UK), has published "BrandZ Top 50 Most Valuable Japanese Brands
Ranking". This ranking examines the asset value of the biggest global brands, and combines it with financial
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data and consumer research to evaluate the worth of each company's brand. This year is the first time such a
ranking has been published for Japan.

1. Most valuable consumer brands

The most valuable Japanese brand in the list is Toyota, with a total brand value of 28.9B USD. In second
position is NTT (Nippon Telegram and Telephone Corp.) with a total brand value of 20.1B USD, and in third
position is Honda, with a total brand value of 11.7B USD. The top 50 brands have a collective brand value of
more than 223bn USD, making Japan the country with the sixth most valuable brands, after the USA, China,
Germany, France and the UK.

1. Toyota (Automobiles) value: 28,955M USD 9. au (Telecoms Provider) 8,106M USD

2. NTT (Telecoms Provider) 20,070M USD 10. Nintendo (Entertainment) 7,200M USD
3. Honda (Automobiles) 11,733M USD 11. Canon (Technology) 6,655M USD

4. Sony (Technology) 11,695M USD 12. Shiseido (Personal Care) 5,986M USD

5. Nissan (Automobiles) 10,463M USD 13. Mitsubishi UFJ (Banking) 4,950M USD
6. Softbank (Telecoms Provider) 10,367M USD 14. Mitsui Sumitomo (Banking) 4,696M USD
7. Uniglo (Apparel) 9,829M USD 15. Panasonic (Technology) 4,681M USD

8. 7-Eleven (Retail) 8,911M USD

2. Most Valuable Categories

The most valuable category of industry is automobiles. Six of the brands in the top 50 are automobile brands,
and together they have a total brand value accounting for 25% of the total (54.7B USD). Regarding the number
one brand, Toyota, the report states that "consumers perceive it as being highly innovative, providing a good
brand experience and having a strong purpose.”

3. Retail Brands on the Rise in the Japanese Market

A notable feature of the Japanese market is that retail brands occupy many of the spaces in the top 50. The most
common category of brand is retail/apparel, which accounts for thirteen brands in the top 50. As well as high-
street retail brands such as Uniglo (rank: 7, value: 9.8B USD), 7-Eleven (rank: 8, value: 8.9B USD), Aeon
(rank: 22, value: 2.9B USD) and Muji (rank: 32, 1.8B USD), the online fashion retailer ZOZOTOWN (rank: 16,
value: 4.5B USD) and the flea market app Merukari (rank: 47, value: 760M USD) also appear in the list.
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4. Fast-growing Brands

The analysis accompanying Kantar's list mentions that the brand Shiseido (rank: 12, value: 5.99B USD) has
increased in value by 56% by taking a more internationally-oriented approach. Shiseido is placed no. 6 in the
top 20 list of fastest-growing brands.

5. Low Ratings in Global Markets

In the BrandZ Top 100 Most Valuable Brands Global ranking, however, the only Japanese brands that feature
are Toyota (rank 41) and NTT (rank 70). The level of overseas engagement for Japanese brands (a combination
of income, sales figures and profits from overseas) is lower than the average amongst the surveyed countries.

6. IP and Brand Value

One way for an enterprise to build its brand and strengthen its brand's value is through the acquisition of patent,
design and trademark rights. The IP strategies of the companies that feature in the ranking should be observed
to see how they develop in future.
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Full Patent Prosecution Highway to Commence between
Japan and Taiwan
BAR—8ZERICTHIFEER/ N1V AR %5

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) will commence with a Patent
Prosecution Highway (PPH) on May 1, 2020.

This PPH is based on the memorandum on mutual cooperation in the field of patent examinations signed by the
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Japan-Taiwan Exchange Association and the Taiwan-Japan Relations Association on October 30, 2019.

A PPH trial program has been conducted between the JPO and TIPO since May 1, 2012. Since the full PPH will

begin when the trial program comes to an end on May 1, 2020, it will be possible to continue using the PPH
after the trial period has ended.

The requirements for using the full PPH will be the same as those for using the trial program.

Hﬁl%ﬁfkm@%%W%Kf\mmﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬂ4vm4(PPH)ﬁ%%éhiﬁo
TAUL, 2019%E10H30HIZ, HARBERMHS & 65 A ARRBERHS L O T84 S THARBERMHES
ﬁEK%M%Ak®W@%ﬁ%§A% BT DHEAEBINCET 2HE] ITESHDTT,
HAREFRFFT & AEBRRFTRHI T, 20125 A THOBIIEE TP PHRIT Y B 7 7 AN FE SN TV ET,
FFREP PHOARKBRIMIZEL - T, ERLP PHBEATY 77 7 AOWIMA 79 52020425 H 1 H LA ke L T
PPHZFAMTAHZ EMTEET,
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq

P N Nt NSl

Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =

AR BRI BCEBEBOFacebooklc CIBIRLE: BHLHNE |
|EEHELGLONMICETAREERELTHVET HVTBRRELY

| S Moremformallon#illll:;_sb»\

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
ﬁﬁﬁt%h%iﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{% LTHYET. HUTCEELEEL,

~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com






