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ICT (Information Communication Technology) as Essential Technology
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Reducing the chance of contact between persons is considered to be the most effective measure for preventing
the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19). However, although completely eliminating the chance of contact
may prevent an outbreak, it would also stop economic activities, resulting in breakdown of the social system.

As such, various measures have been tried for reducing the opportunity of contacts between persons as much as
possible while at the same time maintaining activities essential for the social system. Examples of these

measures include telemedicine, online schooling, and telework.

ICT (Information Communication Technology) is essential for implementing these measures. Prior to the
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worldwide spread of COVID-19, ICT has attracted attention as a technology essential for 10T (Internet of
Things), and now with the spread of COVID-19, the importance of ICT seems to be rapidly increasing.
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Handling of Patent Rights for Fifth-generation Mobile Communications
System (5G)
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Most notable among ICT (Information Communication Technology) is the technology related to the fifth-
generation mobile communications system (5G) which is a communication standard for high-speed and large-
volume communications. Since Chinese companies such as HUAWEI and CRRC have obtained a large number
of standard-essential patents (SEP) for 5G, it seems like the conflict between the U.S.A. and China over 5G is
becoming symbolic of the conflict between the U.S.A. and China in general.

However, there are wide-spread misgivings that infringement lawsuits consecutively filed by companies
holding 5G-related patents may prevent utilization of ICT. Prior to the word-wide spread of COVID-19, there
has been a movement in Europe for restricting exercise of patent rights that may prevent utilization of 10T
(Internet of Things) technology. This movement has been also seen in Japan. For example, a document titled
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"Result of call for proposals regarding 'Discussion on a Patent System Suitable for the Era of Al/loT
Technology™ distributed at the 36th Patent System Subcommittee held on January 24, 2020 includes a proposal
to consider preparing a scheme to evaluate/calculate the contributions of patents and impose restrictions on
exercising the right to an injunction if the patent of interest has only a small contribution to the product as a

whole.

Now with the worldwide spread of COVID-19, companies such as Facebook, Amazon, IBM, Microsoft, and
HPE have established the "Open COVID Pledge" (https://opencovidpledge.org/) in order to provide free of

charge patents owned by these companies for use in COVID-19 countermeasures. Similarly in Japan, the Open
COVID-19 Declaration (https://www.gckyoto.com/covid19) was announced with the purpose of establishing an

environment in which intellectual properties do not interfere with activities aimed at stopping the spread of
COVID-19.

With the world suffering from the COVID-19 pandemic, ICT will highly probably be an essential technology. It
will be interesting to see whether exercise of patents related to ICT, in particular patents related to SEP for 5G,
will be affected by the unusual situation caused by COVID-19.
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Osaka Institute of Technology Prepares and Publishes "Guidelines for
the Use of Copyrighted Material™ for Teachers Online
KRR TERENLERFTEZEMDRIBIZONTOHARSA2 1EERK -HPIZ2AF

According to the website of Osaka Institute of Technology (located in Asahi Ward, Osaka City), the Institute's
Graduate School of Intellectual Property and Faculty of Intellectual Property prepared "Guidelines for the Use
of Copyrighted Material" corresponding to the "Revised Copyright Law" and the "Compensation System for
Public Transmission for Lesson Purposes™ that came into effect on April 28, 2020. These Guidelines have been
published on Osaka Institute of Technology's website. According to the website, Osaka Institute of Technology
is the only university in Japan with a Graduate School of Intellectual Property and Faculty of Intellectual
Property.

While schools nationwide are closed due to the recent spread of novel coronavirus infections, "online classes”
via the Internet have been recommended. The recent amendment to the Copyright Law enables the use of
copyrighted works free of charge (only this year) for online lessons without the authorization of the copyright
owner. However, even in such cases, if the copyrighted work is not used appropriately, there is a possibility that
problems may arise under the Copyright Law.

Therefore, Osaka Institute of Technology prepared in-school guidelines based on the Revised Copyright Law
that show how to use works in classes, and made them available on the university's website so that they can be

used by educational institutions nationwide.

The guidelines contain points to keep in mind when using other people's works in classes, divided into a total of
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six items. It is clearly stated on the website that any educational institution may use these guidelines.

Guidelines available at: http://www.oit.ac.jp/ip/graduate/

Osaka Institute of Technology website: http://www.oit.ac.jp/
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Introduction to OurrFirm's Service
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—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Clickghere for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.

‘ We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge
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E-mail Communications with Examiners are Now Permitted
BEEBEDEFA—ILEN LIS 22— 3 FgR

In the past, it was permitted for representatives who had received Office Actions, etc. to communicate with
Examiners by sending drafts of Written Amendments and Arguments via facsimile.

Now, communication via e-mail is also permitted for such communications. Specifically, drafts of Written
Amendments and Arguments, which until now had to be sent to Examiners via facsimile, can now also be sent
via e-mail.

If drafts of Written Amendments and Arguments are sent via facsimile, the Examiner can check the drafts only
when they are in the office. Sending the drafts via e-mail will allow the Examiner to check them when the
Examiner is working remotely as well.
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"New Type" Trademarks - Looking at a Registered Example of a
Hologram Trademark-
FLWOWAATOEZICDONT-RAT S LEEZRZSE(Z-

Since April 1, 2015, the JPO has begun to accept applications for new types of trademarks (movement
trademarks, hologram trademarks, trademarks consisting solely of color, sound trademarks, and location
trademarks), enabling registration of such trademarks in Japan. As a result of this revision, a large number of
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"new type" trademarks have been registered so far.

For example, Takara Holdings Co., Ltd. announced that a seal designed to show the best timing for drinking
sake had been registered as a hologram trademark (https://www.takara.co.jp/news/2020/HD20-001.htm). This

seal shows the characters "best time for drinking” and an illustration of sake when cooled to approximately
10 °C. According to Takara Holdings, this is the first registered trademark in Japan that changes its appearance
depending on the temperature.

There are few cases of registered hologram trademarks. Only 20 cases (including applications, continuation
applications, dismissed applications, etc.) can be retrieved via the JPO's Patent Information Platform J-PlatPat,
indicating that there is a difficulty in making applications for hologram trademarks. However, once a hologram
trademark is registered, it will greatly contribute to improving a company's brand image.

Intellectual properties, including these new types of trademarks, are considered "investments for the future.”
Even when the state of emergency has ended, we will not go back to "business as usual” quickly. However, if
we change our way of thinking and our perspective at this time and search for new seeds that will grow into
intellectual properties, we may be able to create new avenues of business.
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

=B EBEEEacebook:

Forti .

:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
! ‘etc via Facebook Please view our Facebook page for more details. (58 .
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OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFEME AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
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ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
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730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)
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NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)
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