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As we enter 2021, we at HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
would like to wish you a happy and prosperous New Year. We would like to
express our deepest appreciation for your support this past year, and look
forward to continuing our good relations in the year to come.

On this occasion, we would like to introduce Mr. Yasuo Nishiyama, an attorney-
at-law and patent and trademark attorney at our firm.

Mr. Nishiyama joined HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK in
2007, and has worked as a patent and trademark attorney at our firm for the past
13 years. While working here, he also prepared for taking the Japanese bar exam,
which he passed successfully in 2019. Throughout 2020, Mr. Nishiyama was
temporarily absent from our firm while he underwent legal training. After
completing the 73rd round of legal training in December 2020, Mr. Nishiyama
will return to our firm from January 1, 2021.

Upon his return, Mr. Nishiyama will take on the role of Legal Headquarter
General Manager, and will put to use his many years of experience in the field of
Intellectual Property in a more wide-ranging capacity.

With Mr. Nishiyama rejoining our team, we will be able to provide even higher-
quality legal services to our valued clients. We look forward to continuing to
assist you, and thank you sincerely for your ongoing support.
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Acceptance of Requests for PPH Pilot Program between
JPO and IPO (Second Term) Started
BA—1 > FEDIFHFEE/\1 7V T 14 DEBRFEZT(EE 2 i) DFEta

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Indian Patent Office (IPO) have started
accepting requests for the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) pilot program
between the JPO and the IPO (second term) from December 7, 2020.

Note that acceptance of requests for the PPH pilot program between the JPO and
the IPO (first term) previously started on December 5, 2019 and has already
ended.

The number of PPH requests to the IPO based on the examination results in
Japan will be limited to 100 cases per year and one applicant cannot file more
than 10 PPH requests per year. The annual number of 100 cases is the number of
PPH requests which have been accepted, and does not include the number of
PPH requests which have been declined. In place of the PPH requests declined,
additional requests will be accepted later. .

In fact, in the first term of acceptance of PPH requests, after the number of PPH
requests had reached 100 cases, additional requests were accepted in place of
declined requests on three separate occasions on March 9, 2020, August 10, 2020,
and November 2020.

Therefore, it is highly likely that also in the second term, after 100 requests are
filed, additional requests will be accepted in place of declined requests on two or
more separate occasions.

January 2021
JAPAN

Therefore, please note that even if the number of PPH requests to the IPO has
already reached 100 cases, it may still be possible to file a PPH request to the
IPO.

In addition, in filing PPH requests to the IPO, special attention should be paid to
the following matters (a) and (b) below.

(a) Technical fields

PPH requests to the IPO can be filed only for applications in the technical fields
of electricity, electronics, computer science, information technology, physics,
civil engineering, machinery, textiles, automobiles and metallurgy.

(b) Status of allotment to examiner

It is a requirement that an application for which a PPH request is to be filed has
not yet been allotted for examination to an examiner. The allotment status of
applications to examiners can be checked in real time on InPASS (Search system
for Indian patent applications).
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Impact of Brexit on Trademarks and Designs after the
Transition Period
KEDEVEERLIC K 5F1F - RENDRE~BITHARR T&~

The transition period for the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European
Union will soon end on December 31, 2020. The impact on trademarks and
designs after January 1, 2021 is as follows.

Trademark

At the end of the transition period (January 1, 2021), all the holders of existing
EU trademarks will become the holders of comparable UK trademarks (Article
54 of the Withdrawal Agreement).

If an applicant has a pending EU trademark application on January 1, 2021 or if
an applicant has an international registration application designating the EU
under the Madrid system, the applicant is able to apply to register a UK
trademark within nine months from January 1, 2021. Such an application retains

the application date of the pending EU trademark application or international
registration application designating the EU (Article 59 of the Withdrawal
Agreement).

Internationally registered trademarks which have been under protection before
the end of the transition period will be under continued protection in the UK after
December 31, 2020 (Article 56 of the Withdrawal Agreement). A new right in
the UK will be treated as if the application had been filed and registered under
UK law, and may be challenged, assigned, licensed or renewed separately from
the original international trademark registration.
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Design

At the end of the transition period, the rights of international registration of
registered Community designs, unregistered Community designs, and protected
international design registrations designating the EU will be immediately and
automatically replaced by UK rights (Articles 54 and 56 of the Withdrawal
Agreement).

On January 1, 2021, registered Community designs and protected international
registrations designating the EU, which have come into protection before the end
of the transition period, will be granted equivalent UK rights which will be
recorded on the UK register (re-registered international design). The re-
registered international designs will be treated as if they had been applied for and
registered under UK law, and may be challenged, assigned, licensed or renewed
separately from the original designs.

If an applicant holds a pending registered Community design application on
January 1, 2021 or if an applicant holds a pending international application
designating the EU under the Hague system, the applicant is able to apply to
register a UK design in the nine months from January 1, 2021. Such an

application retains the application date of the pending registered Community
design or the international application designating the EU (Articles 56 and 59 of
the Withdrawal Agreement).
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examination or fee payment form, on which the payment number or payment

form number used for the payment is written, it will be necessary to make an

Revision of International Application Fees
EFRHFEFER DOUGE

adjustment for the difference between the original fee and the revised fee.
From January 1, 2020, the fees for international applications shown in the table
below have been revised. Further, when filing an international application online using internet application

software, the applicant should check whether the amount of the fee displayed by

Types of fees Original Revised

Up to the first 30
sheets

International Per sheet when

the internet application software matches the revised international application fee,

JPY 152,100 | JPY 153,600 and if not, manually change the displayed amount of the fee in the internet

application software as appropriate.

application fee exceeding 30 sheets

JPY 1,700

JPY 1,700

Reduction when
applying online

JPY 34,300

JPY 34,600

Handling fee

JPY 22,900

JPY 23,100

Search fee when the European (EP) Patent
Office conducts international search as an

JPY 221,900

JPY 221,100

202001 H1E DB, LFORITRTIEBEHEIZEET 2 FEEIASKET ST
50

FHCE DTN Cl i Al S E %

International Searching Authority

Search fee when the Intellectual Property
Office of Singapore (SG) conducts
international search as an International
Searching Authority

JPY 173,600 | JPY 174,000

The revised international application fee will be applied to international
applications whose date of acceptance (international filing date) is January 1,
2021 or later.

The revised handling fee will be applied to cases where the payment date is after
January 1, 2021. When using electronic cash payment or cash payment, it should
be noted that in a case where the revision of the fee occurs during a period
between payment of the original fee and filing of a request for preliminary

wAD 3 0K ET 152, 1004 153, 6001
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34, 3004 34, 600H

221,900 221, 100M

173, 600[1] 174, 0001
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o, AvE—Fy MY 7 FEFALT, 74 10T, EEREHEA On January 1, 2021, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the National Institute of
5 BaIcE, MHA v ¥ —% v MUY 7 MoB i 5 FRBORTER, &
EROEBEHBETHE E 7e> T D 2 2R T2RICERENLETH D, b
L. &% OEBEHBETEENC 2 > TW WA IZIE, RigA v —x v b
FEY 7 MBI 5 PRI ORTELAEBELELT T H5LENH L AICER I

Industrial Property (INPI) in France will commence the Patent Prosecution
Highway (PPH) program.

The commencement of the PPH program will allow an application that is found
patentable in Japan to undergo an accelerated examination in France with a
simple procedure upon request of an applicant. It is therefore expected that the
business development of Japanese companies in France will become smoother.

France has not implemented the PPH program with any country so far. As such,
the JPO will be the first partner of France for the PPH program.

With the commencement of the PPH program between the JPO and the INPI, the
JPO will implement the PPH program with 45 countries and regions, which will
lead Japan to be ranked as a country which implements the PPH program with
the largest number of countries and regions in the world.

It is considered that the JPO will commence the PPH program with an increasing
number of countries and regions, and that the JPO will have enhanced functions
as "a hub patent office of the PPH program such that if rights can be acquired in
Japan, rights can be acquired in other countries or regions early ".

It is therefore expected that the business development of Japanese companies
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outside Japan will further advance.
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Building for Hospital Was Registered as Design for the
First Time in Japan
RROESEY — ERY). EEEHRINS

In Japan, “interiors”, "buildings”, and "images" have been newly entitled to
protection under the revised Design Act since the law was put into effect in April,
2020. Accordingly, registered designs of such subjects are being published one
after another.

The registered design "hospital™ of Mitsubishi Jisho Sekkei Inc. is a design of
"puildings" registered as "hospital” for the first time in Japan (registration date:
October 27, 2020). The design registration has been granted for the sickrooms,
corridors, and staff station of the hospital.

The design of this case is characterized in that traffic lines of medical staff in
nursing and general traffic lines of patients or visitors can be separated from each
other. This configuration is embodied in "KIRAMEKI terrace health care
hospital” (Kagoshima-city), which will open in February, 2021.

The sickrooms are arranged in two lines and the space between the lines of
sickrooms serves as a staff station, from which medical staff can directly access
the sickrooms. This reduces the length of traffic lines of medical staff to "0",
achieving effective traffic lines in nursing. At the same time, a shared corridor is
provided along the perimeter of the floor and used as the general traffic lines for
patients and visitors.

It is common for hospitals to position sickrooms by the windows to get light. In
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contrast, the design of this case adopts, to the hospital, the provision of so-called
Engawa lighting (Enforcement Ordinance of Building Standards Act, Article
20(2)). (Engawa is a veranda-like feature of Japanese traditional house, runs
around a tatami-room, and is provided at a perimeter of the house.) This allows
the sickrooms to have enough natural light to meet the legal requirements of
lighting.

tive view 1 [ Engawa-like corridor
perspective view X ] e SiCkJ
j B room

1%%%n
ERIRN \

\ \_traffic line of staff
\traffic line of patients
and their families

conceptual drawing of
"KIRAMEKI terrace

health care hospital" to
open in February, 2021

retrieved from
website of Nikkei
Cross Tech
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description here
does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Below are links to further IP information.

January 2021
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Please visit our facebook pages below.

BIO IP
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Information

ITIP
Information
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Food & Medical
Business
Support Station

Major & Emerging

Economic Powers

TPP I.P. Chapter
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OuriLegallStrategyDepartmentjon) Facebook
EMWIEIEacebookk

5.0ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information |
* on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
etc. via Facebook. Please view our Facebook page for more details.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
1aF ¥ EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Our Hiroshima Office's Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com
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iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com
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E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com
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