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Examination Guidelines for Similar Goods and Services (International
Classifications 11- 2020)
ML RHEEAE (ER2EEE11-20205R) [SDUVT

A Law Partially Revising the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations (Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry bill no. 42 dated November 21, 2019) was recently carried out. As a result, examination guidelines for
similar goods and services have been amended. The amended guidelines were published on the Japan Patent
Office website the same day.

The new guidelines will apply to applications made from January 1, 2020 onwards.

The revisions are numerous and subtle, and include changes to English reference translations, the addition and
deletion of goods and services, and the transfer of classes etc. Thus, it is thought that errors regarding the
writing of goods and services or the selection of classifications will be more likely to occur. Close attention will

need to be paid when selecting designated goods and services.

Below are some examples of the changes (detailed information of other changes is available on the JPO
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website).

Example 1

[Before change] Class 30 - Confectionary

[After change] Class 29 - Fruit-based, vegetable-based, bean-based or nut-based snack
Class 30 - Sweets, desserts and snacks other than fruit-based, vegetable-based, bean-based or
nut-based

Reason for the change: since it has been clarified that fruit-based, vegetable-based, bean-based or nut-based
foods belong to Class 29, this change clearly separates "confectionary" into Class 29 or Class 30 depending on
its principal ingredients.

Example 2
[Before change] Class 42 - Designing, other than for advertising purposes
[After change] Class 42 - Design service

Reason for the change: this change clarifies that services creating and drawing designs belong to Class 42, even
if those designs are related to advertising.
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(W] 308 T (Z%5ER : confectionery)
[EH%] F29 H CRY - B3 Ul 3T vV E TR E T2 DITRD, )
(Z2%EER : fruit-based, vegetable—-based, bean—based or nut—based snacks)
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(Z%3R : sweets, desserts and snacks other than fruit-based, vegetable-based, bean-based or nut—
based)

XASHERH « R, B, BRI v Y 2 LB E TR EVHITIFIET 5 Z LALLM E
2T, THEF] IOV TYH, EFEHIS U THE E 723 H30EIC SN D Z & 2WfkICT 2720

- B 2

(2] 42 TH A OBR REZETLIHDEER, ) (&5 : designing, other than for
advertising purposes)

[(EHtR] B2k TYVA L DBR (B5FR : design service)

KEHRHB  REICETLIHDOTH-TH, MELZREIL., #i<&BIL. BREFRTLZERHLNE
ol iz®,

Enforcement Date for Revised Design Law
WEREZEDETH

In previous newsletters, we included information on the wide-ranging changes that will be carried out to the
Design Law. The enforcement date for the revised Design Law has now been announced. Details of the date
and information on changes that will be made to related designs are below.

1. Enforcement date
April 1, 2020

2. Revision details

(1) Broadening of items subject to protection: newly protected items

- Images for operation and display images (displaying results of performing functions) no longer need to be
recorded or displayed on articles

- Exteriors and interiors of buildings

(2) Broadening of related design system

(3) Change to period of duration for design rights (before change: 20 years from the date of registration; after
change: 25 years from the date of application)

(4) Raising standards for creative difficulty

(5) Introduction of designs for component parts
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(6) Expansion of cases in which indirect infringement applies

3. Broadening of Related Design System

(1) Period in which it is possible to apply for a related design (Related Design B) similar only to another related
design (Related Design A): until ten years from the filing of the application of the first principal design (the
base design).

(2) If the principal design of Related Design B (Related Design A) is in force, it is still possible to register
Related Design B even if the principal design of Related Design A (the base design) expires.

Principal Related Design A Related Design B (similar to
Design (the (principal design of related designs of base design, but
base design) Related Design B) not similar to base design itself)
Similar to: | { Similar to:
S__.g Source: AIPPI Precedent Study Material:
. . 'Regarding Revised Design Law 2019'
Air purifier Air purifier Air purifier

(3) Measure to prevent related designs being refused due to own designs
(i) Prior applications
Requirements for prior applications do not apply to multiple related designs that share a common
first principal design (base design).

Principal Related Design A
Design (similar to
(base principal design) | |Related Design B
design) (similar only to
related design)

to each other, the stipulations of Article 9
(prior applications) do not apply.

{ Although Related Designs B and C are similar

Related Design C Source: AIPPI Precedent Study Material:

(similar only to ' . . . .
related design) Regarding Revised Design Law 2019

(i1) Novelty/creative difficulty etc.
The publications of a base design and related designs that share that same base design, as well as
one's own worked products similar to said designs, etc. will not be cited as reasons for refusal due
to lack of novelty or creative difficulty.
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

=B EBEEEacebook:

Forti .

:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
! ‘etc via Facebook Please view our Facebook page for more details. (58 .

KR B S/ & 1 A BRI DF acebookic C) PRI - SR a2k |
i ngﬁimmmmks&m&M%ﬂmvmﬁut_ﬁ,gﬁmi

. ofejinformation s id = ZE50 88

OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFEME AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
] ﬁﬁﬁt@bh%iﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{‘b‘(d’a’)i? FUCHELEEL,

Moremiormatlon#llll:._sbf\

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




