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Ordinance Partially Revising Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations
EREARITRAO—EZEZRETHER. IZDULT

On February 14, 2020, a ministerial ordinance partially revising the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations
was promulgated. This ordinance introduces necessary revisions with regard to the method of writing
applications for 3D trademarks, based on discussions held at the Trademark System Subcommittee of the IP
Committee of the Industrial Structure Council. These revisions have been made with a view to improving
convenience for users as well as clarifying the scope of rights, and will make it possible for enterprises to
appropriately protect the exteriors and interiors of shops and the shapes of complicated articles.

The revisions will come into force on April 1, 2020.
Records of the discussions held at the Trademark System Subcommittee of the IP Committee of the Industrial

Structure Council along with meeting resources are regularly updated on the Japan Patent Office website
(Japanese only): https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/shohyo_wg/index.html
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The ordinance is outlined below:

1. Revision making it possible to differentiate 3D trademarks with use of solid lines, broken lines etc. (revision

to Article 4.3 of the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations)

When writing an application for a 3D trademark, it will be possible to differentiate the 3D shape for which a
trademark registration is sought from other parts. The 3D shape for which a trademark is sought should be
drawn with solid lines, and other elements should be drawn with broken lines, etc.

2. Revision making it possible to describe 3D trademarks in applications under the heading "detailed

description of the trademark" (revision to Article 4.8 of the Trademark Law Enforcement Requlations)

Article 4.8 of the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations limits which types of trademark applications can
contain a detailed description of the trademark. This revision will make it possible to include a detailed
description of the trademark in an application for a 3D trademark.

3. Revision to Form No. 2 (Trademark Reqistration Application)

A revision of stipulations on a specific method of writing applications.

4. Additional clause: Interim measure

An interim measure will be put in place to ensure that these revisions apply to trademark and defensive mark
applications filed on or after the date the ordinance comes into force.

BR2E2H 4RI, PAEERATHRO 2 SET 28 THAMm SN/, AEFIL, 22— —OFRMEME LD
Gl Bl@ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂz@éﬁﬁb)% REENEEOIMEL - WIS MR S ORIk A K0 BEEUNCRET 5 2 LAk
Dk, PEFEMEEFRHRS A IE B SRR E N EZER BT Dam A B E A SRR 2 HE T 2 BROREE
DR ITEZ DN T, BERERITRAIOFTEOBIEZIT I b D TH D,

B, ARGIEIXS2E4H 1A X EfT S35,
S PE RS RS T PE B S PEAEE /N BRI R D i O a2 S BH I R THP IS C R 5T

INTW5D
(https://www.jpo.go.jp/resources/shingikai/sangyo-kouzou/shousai/shohyo wag/index.html)

LIFA, KETOMETH S,

.meu@ »HARAKENZO more”




\-\ARAKENZO

45th Anmversary in 2021 DESIGN & TRADEMARK

H QAL April 2020
ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTEI:{_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

. STARPHRE A AR, AR TS 10 5 Z L A AREICd Sl (BEEARAT LA 425 D3 D UIE)

4%%*"50)@@?/\0)5@%& IZOWT, BRERE T L O LT D RTIR & € OOy & 1 & 551 2 Rt
itk (BRR R Z T L O LT DRI EZ T & . T OMOES it THE < F o J71k) & RElC T
D8 I ICHET HWIENM TN T,

2. SARREEEICHOWVT, BEEIC TPEEEOREM RN | 2595 2 &2 rfe & 9 S daE  (REAEIEMAT BLAIH4
ZLD8DUIE)

JEEA~O TPAROREMRH ) ORRHEIT, FEERTTHIRO8ICHET 2 —EDHIEICRONTWD A, 3L
KPAEEIC OV T . BRE~OREEOFEM R OFLH & fIHe & T2 720 DWIENMTHI T,

3. BEAE 2 (PaREecdiE) Db
JEE A~ BAR 72508 T B O W THRET DR,

4. BB - PR HE
RiAT B LA 72 S 7o PREE S Sk A M OB RS I C DWW Tl 25 B OB ENE 2N D,

Fundamentals of Design Applications for Buildings and Interiors
[EEZFERED I (EEY- W) ]

From April 2020, buildings and interiors will become subject to protection under the Design Law. In
anticipation of this the Japan Patent Office published in March a beginner's guide for those filing design
applications for buildings and interiors (Japanese only:
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/quideline/design/document/kenchiku-naiso-joho/kenchiku-naiso-

text.pdf).

The guide contains an easy-to-understand explanation from the very beginning, for those considering a first
design application.

The guide is also useful for those experienced with design applications, since it contains many reference
materials such as explanations on how to depict designs of buildings and interiors and examples of design
articles. Below is a translation of a section of the guide.
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Examples of "'Design Articles"

® \Write "interior of...”" or "interior for..."

® \Write what type of facility the interior will be used in and what the purpose of the interior is.
Since most facilities are made up of many and various interior space, it is insufficient to only write the
type of facility. You should also include a description so that the purpose of the interior design depicted
in the drawings can be understood.

For example, if the design article is written as "hotel interior”, since most hotels are made up of a wide
variety of different spaces, it cannot be precisely understood whether the design is for a hotel lobby
interior, a guest room interior or some other interior.

Therefore, rather than "hotel interior”, the design article should clearly include the specific use of the
design, such as "hotel guest room interior".

Interiors with multiple uses
For cases where a single interior space has an interior with multiple different uses, the primary use
should be written under "Design Articles” (if there is no use that takes precedence over the others, the
use of the facility itself should be written under "Design Articles™). Each specific use of the interior
should then be explained under "Explanation of the Articles".
Example: [Design Articles] Office Interior
[Explanation of the Articles] This interior includes an office space, and in addition includes a
cafe in the same space, to be used for workers' breaks and meetings etc.

Examples of appropriate descriptions

B Examples for commercial/office spaces

Restaurant Interior; Cafe Interior; Office Space Interior; Food Store Interior; Drug Store Interior, DIY
Store Interior; Clothing Store Interior; Shoe Store Interior; Instrument Store Interior; Book Store
Interior; Car Showroom Interior; Beauty Salon Interior; Dry Cleaning Store Interior; Movie Theater
Auditorium Interior; Arcade Interior; Bowling Alley Interior; Sports Gym Training Room Interior; Hotel
Guest Room Interior; etc.
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left diagonal

Cutawa’y from top

Cutaway from top

Design Article: Apparel Display Interior

right diagonal

Taken from "Fundamentals
of Design Applications for
Buildings and Interiors"

in use, etc.

in use by a person etc.

® The reference images are to aid with understanding the design by showing the design

Therefore, in addition to showing the design for which a registration is sought,
reference images may also show lines pointing to descriptions of parts of the design,
symbols/codes, or scenes including additional items, such as those showing the design

characters etc.
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B Reference image showing functions etc. of various parts of a design

A reference image shows the function, intended purpose or method of use of each part of a
design. If necessary, a description may be added to "Explanation of the Articles"”. In the case of
a reference image, the image may include lines pointing to parts of the design and written

Perspective reference drawing

[Design Article] School

[Explanation of Design Articles] As shown in the perspective
reference drawing, this facility is a school comprising a main
building, student center, research building A, research building B,
guardhouse etc.
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(https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/quideline/design/document/kenchiku-naiso-joho/kenchiku-naiso-

text.pdf)
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Intellelution

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

=B EBEEEacebook:

Forti .

:’6ur Legal Strategy Departments based in Osaka and Tokyo provide information
on trademark applications, deS|gn applications, combating counterfeit goods
! ‘etc via Facebook Please view our Facebook page for more details. (58 .
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OuriLegalStrategy DepartmentionjFacebook:

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFEME AHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QJHIroshlma OfficeJonkacebooks

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.
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HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE
1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com




