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The JPO implements a prior art search
support program for fiscal year 2009
R FEERFHFEICET AR TRIMMATEOXESEEICELT

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) has implemented a support program for prior art searches
regarding patent applications. The deadline to file a request for the support program during the fiscal year of
2009 (which runs, in Japan, from April 2009 to March 2010) is set to February 26, 2010.

This support program will allow applicants such as small and medium enterprises or individuals
(or their representatives) to request and obtain a free prior art search from a number of search organizations.

According to the JPO, the registration rate of patent applications for which the applicant used the
support program reaches about 62%, whereas the registration rate of patent applications for which the applicant
didn’t use the support program is approximately 50%.

Since its utilization implies that a patent application has been filed already, the program cannot

be requested for pre-filing prior art searches. It can, however, be useful in the following situations:
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1) Determining whether or not a Request for examination or an amendment should be filed

Depending on the search result, the applicant may decide not to file a Request for examination,
thus saving the related costs. The search results may also allow the applicant to amend the subject application
in order to clarify the difference between the subject application and the prior art documents, thereby enhancing

the chances of the application to be registered.

2) Preparing the explanatory documents to request the Accelerated examination
The explanatory documents to be submitted when requesting the Accelerated examination can

easily be prepared based on the contents of the search report.

3) Determining whether or not an application should be filed abroad
A search report regarding an application filed in Japan can be used as reference material to

evaluate the patentability of the application in a foreign country.

http://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/chushou/senkou chousa.htm
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The University of Tsukuba develops an automatic structure for a patent
glossary in collaboration with NEDO
FURK. FFErEHA oD AEIF B EEERM K . NEDOBIRHZE

The New Energy and industrial technology Development Organization (NEDO) announced on
November 20 , 2008 that Mr. Atsushi Fujii, associate professor at the Graduate School of Library, Information
and Media Studies of the University of Tsukuba, had developed the automatic structure and the search interface
of a glossary of patent-related information. Called Cyclone, the glossary is available online and can be accessed
by anyone.

According to the official announcement, Cyclone is an automatically structured system designed
to provide users with patent-related information, taking into account the fact that patent documents often
include new words and technical terms related to inventions. The 1.9 million entries of the glossary are
provided with an explanation, details about the field, an English translation and a list of related terms, the

related terms being accessible through a thesaurus-like stratified structure.

() B =L — « PEZE TR A PR FS A (NEDO) 13, FRk204E11 A 20 B | FUR KPR FBE X ELH THF AT 1
THFGER O BBz N R WA - R LD H BB LR B AL X7 2 —AD B AT e R EK LT,
728 BARSNI-FEE TR FHM RS AT 4 Cyclone (F171) X, Web ETABISITRY, iTHLHEHT
EDHINT /2o TNDEDT L,

RFRFAR S5 B SR S A7 A Cyclone |13, FraFlE SUSTFEINCRE 420 CHM RN Z<E ENDLTLITER L,
FHE D FRERIN e TV 2 S L 726 D TH Y 1905 55D LRS- OV T, G, /0 BF, SE5R B
FRARLHL  BREREE O LAY — T A R REIL) O LD E TRIL T\ o,
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Japan and China agree to strengthen their cooperation regarding the
protection of intellectual property rights in the field of trademark
matters and counterfeiting control
Be. MM EERECTRESE. BEHE. ENAEREEY TH k1t

The Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) announced on August 24, 2009
that it had reached an agreement with the State Administration for Industry and Commerce of the People’s
Republic of China regarding the strengthening of exchange and cooperation between Japan and China in
domains such as trademark system, counterfeits control and prevention of unfair competition. A ceremony for
the exchange of the related memoranda was held in Beijing on the same date. The agreement will aim to
establish a framework for cooperation between the METI and the State Administration in order to promote
common activities between the two governmental bodies.

Specifically, this cooperation will take the form of conferences and collaborative research,
human resources development programs and information exchange in their areas of activity, which include
trademark, counterfeiting control, prevention of unfair competition and protection of IP rights related to the
Internet. An annual work plan will also be established, as well as a working group (scheduled to meet at least

once a year) and a system of information provision and reference regarding trademark infringement cases.

TR PE A TR 214E8 A 24 H . A HOCE C, PRI EE | BB O BGREY . RIEBE S D 1L % D53 B TR K O
W o bz B, FEOEZE TR TBE R RERELR O [ A, L TREO RN ThNI-ERBERL
7o PRI | R IEBEGPG R IE 2 PrE 3 2 EF Lag TBUE B R L O ¢, ZH MW I O AA L | W7
DOFTEEB T 2B AEE T 222 NALL TS,
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Japan-Canada PPH program starts on a trial basis, while JPO
establishes specialized PPH website
BHEFEE/NMV((PPH) —hF4 - BARETTOU 5 LEA.
PPHAR—Z)IL T H A 4E%T

Designed to accelerate the examination process by allowing the second patent office to use the
results of the examination conducted by the first patent office, the Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) program
was implemented, on a trial basis, between Japan and Canada on October 1, 2009.

Further, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) has established a website providing a variety of
information on the PPH. Statistics on the number of requests of the PPH and on registration rate by country are
especially worthy of attention.

The English version of the PPH Portal Web Site can be accessed at the following address:
http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/

S C OB R T ORI B LT kY RN A SEBLT BAF F 217 {, 20094210 1A K
T H - AREDE TRAT I 0T LB AZ— 5,

Fo. BARERFFTIE, PPHICEE T 21F A MRINTER LR — 2B A b (355E) ZBAaX LTz, 720 Th | &I
BT HPPHO HGE SRR R EDORGHT — 2 0NE B EShD,
PPHAR—2 /17 =7 %A b (S5E
http://www.ipo.go.ip/ppph—portal/
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Expansion of the Super Accelerated Examination to PCT National
Phases in Japan
A—N—BEHEBEEZOXNRILK

The JPO expanded on October 1, 2009 the Super Accelerated Examination system to PCT
applications entered into the National Phase in Japan, in addition to regular patent applications. Due to the
specificities of the PCT application process, the issue of the first examination results for PCT National Phases
will usually take place within two months after the filing of the request for the Super Accelerated Examination.
However, this period may also exceed two months in some situations — depending for example on the filing
language, on the period of submission of the request or on whether or not the JPO is the Receiving Office.

Further information is available in Japanese at the following address:

http://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/t_torikumi/souki/supersoukisinsa kakudai.htm

2009104 1 A XY, @H O HBITINA , PCTEMNBAT HBRDARIEE O3 8 L7025, PCTENBATHED S 3.
REFTICB T D RO A b —REERFR BRI HEE 20202 H INESIL TS, Fiz, SZHE T2 H
AREFFFFT G WS, BN S ICI 20 H 2B 0% 665D,
http://www.ipo.go.ip/torikumi/t torikumi/souki/supersoukisinsa kakudai.htm

6 HARAKENZO



http://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/t_torikumi/souki/supersoukisinsa_kakudai.htm
http://www.jpo.go.jp/torikumi/t_torikumi/souki/supersoukisinsa_kakudai.htm

ARAKENZO AR 7Q | a1F
o PR AEITESE October 2009

/88 HARAKENZO s

hS)

lNTELKI/_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
PATENT LAW FIRM

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN
CABLE: KENZOPAT OSAKA
E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670
FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986
A
ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN
E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670
FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986
A
ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN
E-MAIL: hara-tky(@muse.dti.ne.jp
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Key Number)
+81-3-3433-5811 / +81-3-3433-5812
FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281 (Key Number)
+81-3-3433-5286
A
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