v/
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

HARAKENZO JAPAN

December 2009

WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
PATENT LAW FIRM

1. The JPO enhances cooperation with foreign
countries
FEFIT . SAE LD ZEEETRIE

2. “Criteria for Examination of Similar
Goods/Services” to be revised
EEOIELE R - RBEEEEE IREN

3. Nissan licenses its painting technology
related patent to NTT DoCoMo.
HEBSHE, NTTFIEICBERTRHFESI R

The JPO enhances cooperation with foreign countries
HEFT. SAEEDEE T R

The Japan Patent Office (JPO), which promotes enhancement of cooperation with foreign
countries, established cooperative relations with China and Brazil in connection with the development of
intellectual Property experts.

Also, the “Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Program”, which enables accelerated examination
between two countries, will commence on a trial basis between Japan and the European Union on January 29,
2010, following already initiated Japan-Canada PPH Pilot Program.

In conjunction with the commencement of the PPH Pilot Program between Japan and the
European Union, a program which utilizes deliverables, such as the International Search Report (ISR) issued at
the international stage for PCT applications, will also be launched on a trial basis between Japan and the United

States, as well as between Japan and the European Union, on January 29, 2010.
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“Criteria for Examination of Similar Goods/Services” to be revised
EEDIELE M- R BEEEREE IEA

In the examination of a trademark application, similarity of goods/services is determined
according to “Criteria for Examination of Similar Goods/Services”. Currently, the JPO is considering revising
said “Criteria for Examination of Similar Goods/Services”. After the revision, the new criteria will be effective
on the day the 10th edition of International Classifications based on the Nice Agreement comes into effect.

The orientation of revision of “Criteria for Examination of Similar Goods/Services” is as follows:
1. With respect to the similarity of goods/services associated with a plurality of classes, particularly, it is
reconsidered in more detail whether or not they still have similarity. If it is determined that little similarity exist
between them, or that the market for them is weak, the thus determined goods/services are deleted from the
examples of similar goods/services, in order to reduce similarity of goods/services associated with a plurality of
classes.

2. If, due to the revision, it is determined that a trademark which could be registered under the existing criteria
is similar to another right under the new criteria so that the registration of the trademark is not allowed, taking
the industry’s wishes and tendency of appeal decisions into account, the revision should be limited to a

minimum as not to affect the brand strategy of companies.
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Nissan licenses its painting technology related patent to NTT DoCoMo.
BEBSE, NTTFOEICEERMTFTEI/E0R

On November 10, 2009, Nissan Motor Co., Ltd. announced that it would license its automobile
painting related patent technology to NTT DoCoMo. The patent technology to be licensed is a painting
technology that is referred to as “Scratch Shield” and was jointly developed by Nissan and Tokyo University.
The paint is combined with a special elastic resin that self-heals with time if the paint is finely scratched on the
surface.

Since December 2005, Nissan has applied “Scratch Shield” when painting car bodies. Currently,

various types of cars, such as the compact “Tiana” and luxury sedan “Skyline” use “Scratch Shield”.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL: kenzopat@mars.dti.ne.jp

WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com

TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986
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MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
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KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN
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WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com

TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-4397 / +81-6-6351-4374
+81-6-6351-4630 / +81-6-6351-4670

FACSIMILE: (GII, GIII)
+81-6-6351-5664 (Key Number)
+81-6-6351-2682 / +81-6-6351-5611
+81-6-6355-0986

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
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