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1. EU Patent System: a new step forward
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2. China surpasses Europe, United States
in patent filings growth rate
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3. Two iPS cell-related patents are granted
in Japan
iPSHERZIZRE I H4FEF 2 A E N THLAL

The European Union (EU) Council announced on December 8, 2009 that it reached agreement
on an enhanced patent system in Europe on December 4, 2009. The Conclusions on an enhanced patent system
in Europe indicate agreement on (i) renewal fees for patent, (ii) enhanced partnership between each nation’s
patent office, and (iii) a unified patent litigation system, (iv) and the like. The Conclusions also mention the

establishment of a EU-wide European and EU Patents Court.
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Chinese influence on global intellectual property activity is growing increasingly stronger. The
“World Intellectual Property Indicator 2009”, recently released by the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO), states that the number of filings of patent (patent, utility model and design) received by China’s State
Intellectual Property Office grew by an average of 23.9 % a year between 1995 and 2007, which is far above
the growth rates of filings in Europe and the United States.
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Two iPS cell-related patents are granted in Japan
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Kyoto University announced on November 25, 2009 that it was granted two Japanese patents
related to induced pluripotent stem cells (iPS cells), which were first developed by Professor Shinya Yamanaka
of Kyoto University’s Center for iPS Cell Research and Application. With the addition of a basic patent granted
on September 12, 2008, Kyoto University now holds three patents related to iPS cells. The two patents that
were granted are Japanese Patent Application Number 2009-056747 (corresponding to Japanese Patent
Application Publication 2009-165478) and Japanese Patent Application Number 2009-056750 (corresponding
to Japanese Patent Application Publication 2009-165481). Japanese Patent Application Number 2009-056747
relates to a method for the generation of iPS cells, and Japanese Patent Application Number 2009-056750

relates to a method for the differentiation induction from iPS cells.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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