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EPC Rule 141 revised regulation effective; new requirement and
exemptions regarding submission of search results
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The revised EPC Rules go into effect on January 1, 2011. According to Rule 141(1) of these

Rules, applicants who file European patent applications and international applications on entry into the
European phase filed on or after January 1, 2011 have, in principle, a duty to submit copies of any search
results published by the patent office/authorities of the country where the priority application was filed, at the
time of filing the applications in case of European patent applications, and at the time of entry into the

European phase in case of the international applications.

However, the Rule exempts the applicant from this applicant's duty if the applicant filed the

priority application in Japan, Great Britain, or the United States.

JPO website source:

http://www.jpo.go.jp/tetuzuki/t tokkyo/shutsugan/Europe_tokkyo kaisei.htm
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“Kiri-mochi" Infringement lawsuit, Echigoseika appeals
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On November 30, 2010, the Tokyo District Court handed down a decision on a seeking 1.5
billion yen in damages for an infringement lawsuit by Echigoseika Co., Ltd. (Nagaoka City, Niigata Prefecture)
against Satosyokuhin (a food company in Niigata City, Niigata Prefecture), in which Echigoseika claimed that
its patent for cuts it made in its mochi [glutinous rice cake], enabling kiri-mochi [mochi cut into a prescribed
size and shape] to be grilled and puff up in a round, attractive shape, was being violated.

According to the decision, Echigoseika’s patent description limited the claims to “cuts not on the
bottom or top side of the kiri-mochi but all around its side,” and that Satosyokuhin, which inserted cuts in
surfaces of the kiri-mochi other than the side(s), was not infringing upon the technical scope of the patent, and
the court rejected the claim.

In response, Echigoseika appealed this negative ruling of the Tokyo Regional.

20104E11 A 30 H | BI0EiZE 5oL BENWICEEE EIF 572 DO TEI0A R WZBET DR R ES LT, g il
B CHNB IR R ) 28 T A i T3 ) CHrE i) (S P 1S40 1508 F OB EIEE 2 2R D 7 AR FA O IR A B AT AL
To-o7,

HRRIZE DL, Bt B OREFFHE BV BF O JE < _k i Tl el iz — B S HE0IAA EOSCE @Y, Ml
FRo72H D THY | Ml LLIMIH EIVIA % AT e iR i T30 SR O HAN P IR S RIS 725
IRNELT, GEREZEAILT,

ZHAUTHIL, A BB 2010912 H 13 H | R 2 A 1B 7o U HIR 2 R IR E L CTHERR L T2,

o o) HARAKENZO



HARAKENZO Neis)Glie anuary 20

HARAKENZO 1o

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
PATENT LAW FIRM

Chinese Trademark Registration Applications expected to surpass
1 million in 2010
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On December 9, 2010, Deputy Director Mr. Fu Shuangjian of the Chinese State Administration
for Industry & Commerce (SAIC) expressed that the number of trademark applications in China is increasing
annually at a high rate; in 1980 there were 26,000 applications for trademark registrations in the country, and in
2010 the number is expected to surpass 1 million, he said.

According to the Deputy Director, China, with its increasing economic development, is likely to

be the world’s leader in the number of trademark applications for the ninth straight year in 2010.
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Registered Trademark for “Sanuki” Invalidated in Taiwan
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In response to a trademark registered by a Taiwanese food company for “Sanuki” [a region of
Japan famous for its specialty udon], a Japanese udon restaurant owner in Taipei filed for an invalidation of the
registration, arguing that “It is inappropriate to register a geographical name as a trademark.” The Taiwan
Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) accepted the claim and invalidated the trademark registration.

TIPO stated that “Taiwanese consumers know that ‘Sanuki’ is the name of a region of Japan
famous for its udon, so the trademark is likely to mislead as to the area of production.” and invalidated the
Taiwanese corporation’s four trademark versions of “Sanuki” [in Chinese characters, hiragana and katakana
Japanese characters, and “SANUKI™].
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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