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International trademark applications in 2010 marked a 12% increase
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On April 4 2011, the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) announced that the
number of international trademark applications WIPO received in 2010 was 39,687, or 12.8% more from the
previous year. Registrations from Korea (+42.2%), China (+42%), Italy (+38.7%), U.S.A. (+29.6%), Europe
(26.9%) and Japan (+20.2%) have largely increased.

As far as applications by country are concerned, last year’s leader Germany was at the top again
with 5,006 applications, constituting 12.6% of the overall number. The European Union and the U.S.A.
followed in second and third places respectively, and Japan raked ninth.

In addition, China continued to rank as the most designated country, while Japan came in sixth

place.
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Osaka High Court orders injunction against Hikonyan-similar goods
ArEE. OCICvABRLUERELRS

Concerning goods related to”Hikone no Yoi Nyanko”, a cat character designed by the original
creators of Hikonyan, the feline mascot character of Shiga Prefecture’s Hikone city, at an immediate appeal
hearing where the city requested injunction against said goods on March 31, 2011, the Osaka High Court
reversed a District Court decision and ordered a provisional injunction, prescribing suspension on the sale of
some of said goods.

The decision for provisional injunction comes after the city of Hikone concluded a copyright
agreement concerning Hikonyan in 2006 and although it was assigned adaptation rights with regard to creating
three-dimensional objects based on the original illustration, a dispute arose.

The city has asserted that Hikone no Yoi Nyanko has very similar shape and features to
Hikonyan and that the production and sale of said related goods infringe copyright. On March 28, 2011, it filed
a lawsuit with the Osaka District Court against the original creators on grounds of violation of the Copyright

Law and the Unfair Competition Prevention Law.
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Taiwanese Patent Act amendment bill passes examination by the
Economics Committee of the Legislative Yean
BEHNERER, AR EERDEERZEBE

On April 6, 2011, the Economic Committee of the Legislative Yuan in Taiwan completed its
examination of an amendment to the Taiwanese Patent Act. The contents of the examined amendment are
generally as follows:

1. Excluding animal- and plant-related inventions from non-patentable items and making it
possible for them to obtain protection. 2. Introducing regulations for restoration of rights. Regulations to restore
rights in the event of involuntarily failing to claim a priority right at the time of filing an application or not
being able to pay annuities in the prescribed period will be established. 3. Relaxing the time limit for filing a
divisional patent application. That will make it possible to file a divisional application within thirty days from
the date of dispatch of the notification for decision of patent grant after the original examination. 4. Relaxing
the time limit for filing voluntary amendments. 5. Revising the regulations on extension of the term of patent
right duration with regard to medication and agrichemicals. 6. Revising the regulations concerning patent
infringement lawsuits. For instance, clarifying subjective requirements of infringement, calculation methods of
compensations for damage, handling of patent marking, etc. 7. Revising regulations concerning invalidation
trials. 8. Adding partial designs, computer-generated icons and graphic user interfaces to the items eligible for
design protection. 9. Introducing systems for designs for a set of articles and related designs.

Further, the examined Patent Act amendment draft is to be passed by the Legislative Yuan and

enforced as a law.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LUErD Y —E BN

Trademark Support Station
BIEZEE

| We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere foradetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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