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Commencement of accelerated examination and trial examination as
post-disaster reconstruction support
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On August 1, 2011, the JPO launched an initiative to conduct accelerated examination and trial
examination as post-disaster reconstruction support with regard to patent, design and trademark applications of
businesses, etc. which suffered damages as a result of the earthquake and tsunami in Eastern Japan earlier this
year.

This accelerated examination and trial examination program is aimed at assisting the recovery
through use of intellectual property of businesses, etc. affected by the disaster. Persons residing or having an
address in the specific areas struck by the disaster (Iwate Prefecture, Miyagi Prefecture, Fukushima Prefecture,
as well as parts of Aomori, Ibaraki, Tochigi, Chiba, Niigata, and Nagano prefectures) who have suffered

damages as a result of the earthquake may apply. The application period is one year after August 1, 2011.
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Sony and LG Electronics reach settlement over patent infringement
lawsuits
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On August 11, 2011, Sony and Korean company LG Electronics revealed that they had reached a
settlement with regard to all patent infringement lawsuits that they had filed against each other. The two
companies have agreed to withdraw all of the over twenty patent infringement lawsuits that they had repeatedly
brought to court against each other, and will collaborate toward concluding cross license agreements which will
allow mutual use of the patents.

The lawsuit battle between Sony and LG Electronics, which began in October, 2010 intensified,
resulting in the temporary injunction against import to the Netherlands of Sony's home video game console

PlayStation 3 (PS3).
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1.2 billion cases of illegal download according to RIAJ investigation
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On August 8, 2011, the Recording Industry Association of Japan (RIAJ) released a report of the
Exploratory Committee for investigation into the situation concerning the use of video websites.

According to this investigation report, approximately seventy percent of the Japanese population
use video websites, and approximately half of the video site users have downloaded files. In addition, as many
music-related files downloaded from video websites have supposedly illegal contents, the total number of

illegal downloads is estimated to reach 1.2 billion cases a year.
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for details

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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