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Japan Patent Office Begins Trial of Patent Prosecution Highway with
Portuguese Industrial Property Office
BARERHT. RILMIIVEEXMETEOEE/ N1V 1 DRITERA

On April 18, 2012, the JPO began trialing a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) with the Portuguese Industrial
Property Office. This brings the total number of countries or organizations that Japan has formed a PPH with to

22.

Through use of this PPH, it becomes possible to quickly acquire patent rights and carry out high-quality
protection of those rights in Portugal, a country which does not have an accelerated examination system for

patents. As a result, it is expected to smooth the expansion of businesses in Portugal.
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Web Design Subject to Design Right
DI THAVIZHEREKE

The JPO has begun considering expanding the scope of design right (which protects designs of industrial
products) to also protect the design of web pages, icons and so on as displayed on computers and smartphones.
As a result, Japan has moved closer to the protection systems of major powers such as Europe and America that
have also expanded their protection to include web design. This move is likely to support the overseas

expansion of IT companies.
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Revised Trademark Law Enacted
IEEEEDELT

Legislature partially revising Japan's Patent Law, announced on June 8, 2011 as Law #63 of 2011, came into
effect on April 1, 2012. The revisions have abolished the designated system of exhibitions held by the president
of the JPO, as stipulated in Articles 4-1-9 and 9-1 of the Trademark Law, and the prescribed exclusion of
registration for one year following termination of trademark right, as stipulated in Article 4-1-13 of the

Trademark Law.
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Government Plans for IP Protection in International Standards:
LEDs and Robotics Technologies
B R EANFEERIE . LEDOCAOR Y M T O BATEHE

The original draft for the Japanese government center for IP strategy's 'Intellectual Property Promotion Plan
2012' has been revealed. The draft outlines a plan for the establishment of a certifying agency etc. to deal with
the international standardization of advanced technologies, such as LEDs and livelihood support robotics held
by Japanese enterprises. The draft outlines supporting and promoting the development of a certifying agency
for technology, with the aim of having Japanese technologies and standards become used as international
standards. For example, in the field of LEDs, there is a plan to cooperate with the U.S., France and Germany to
develop a certification system to standardize the technology across all the countries in 2013. There is also an
aim to develop a similar system in the field of robotics, which is progressing in Japan, in order to make

Japanese standards global.
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2011 Reforms - Transfer Request System Established
2011 EETIE | BB ERFER T E DA

Under the revised Patent Law, in cases where a patent is illegal due to usurpation (an application made for a
third party's invention by a person who does not own the original right) or due to violation of joint application,
a system has been established whereby the true claimant may request that the corresponding patent right is

transferred to them.

As many enterprises and universities currently engage in cooperative research and development, there is no
shortage of cases where a third party or one of several joint inventors etc. files an application for an invention
without permission or files an application to oppose a joint application and acquires a patent. Therefore it is
necessary to provide relief measures for true claimants, who contribute to the development of industry, against

the publication of inventions by usurpers etc.
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Against patent rights that have been granted due to usurpation, etc., true claimants can petition the holder(s) of
the patent or the assignee(s) for transfer of the rights. Through registration, the relevant patent rights will be
considered to have reverted to the true claimant from the outset. Prior to registering transfer, those who had
implemented an invention without being aware that it had been usurped, etc., will, under certain conditions,
have a non-exclusive right to implement the invention. The standards for requesting transfer apply to utility

models and designs as well.

In principle, usurpation, etc. is grounds for invalidation. However if transfer is registered such cases will be

excluded from invalidation on those grounds.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LUFADOY—EX@EN

Technology Transfer & Licensing) SenviceySupport Station
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Cliick here for.details,

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of
intellectual property, and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com (3%updated on December 2010)
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS: MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com (3%updated on December 2010)
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS: WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN
E-MAIL: iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com (3¥updated on December 2010)
WEBSITE: http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com
TELEPHONE: +81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: +81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

5 o) HARAKENZO


http://www.harakenzo.com/en/law/

