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Policy of Revised Trademark Law: Protecting Scents and Sounds
BHIEAWED A ([CHEL-FHLRERFRA

On June 25, 2012, the JPO decided upon a policy of protecting 'new type trademarks' such as scents and sounds

under the trademark law.

Until now, characters, marks and three-dimensional shapes have been the main items that can be registered as
trademarks in Japan. However, in the U.S., Europe, Australia and Korea, it is possible to register scents, sounds,
movements, textures etc. as trademarks. With this development, the JPO is aiming to bring Japan in line with

the global trend regarding trademarks.

If Japan begins a system of protecting 'new type trademarks' such as scents, in addition to it becoming possible
to effectively counteract imitation, another advantage is that Japanese trademark applications or registrations
may be used as a basis for protecting trademarks in a number of other countries under the international

trademark registration system.

The JPO is aiming to submit a draft revision of the law to the National Diet in 2013.
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Colombia Joins the Madrid Protocol
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On May 29, 2012, the Colombian government deposited its entry documents for the Madrid Protocol, which
protects marks, with the secretary-general of WIPO. As a result, the Madrid Protocol will come into effect in
Colombia from August 29, 2012.

Until now, it has been necessary to make applications for Colombian trademarks directly in Colombia. Now

however, it will be possible to make international applications.

Colombia's joining of the Madrid Protocol brings the number of signatory countries to 86, with 87 countries

overall being signatories to the entire Madrid System.
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Revised Copyright Law Bill Approved
EEEQEEENTR

On June 20, 2012, at the plenary session of the upper house of the Diet, a bill revision part of the copyright law

was approved.

This revision introduces penalties of up to two years' imprisonment or a fine of up to 2 million yen for 'copying
for personal use knowingly illegally distributed non-gratis music or video." In addition, the law includes a
stipulation allowing both penalties to be imposed concurrently, and makes it illegal to use ripping software etc.

to break encryption and extract the data from DVDs etc., even for personal use.

The introduction of penalties for personal illegal downloading and introduction of provisions regarding
technical copy protection including in this revision to the law will come into effect on October 1, 2012. Other

sections of the revision will be enacted on January 1, 2013.
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WIPO Announces "Global Innovation Index 2012"
WIPO. “Global Innovation Index 2012”4 % 3%

The World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) announced on July 3, 2012, a report on the technical innovation
strength of 141 countries, entitled "Global Innovation Index 2012."

The technical innovation ranking places Switzerland in first place for the second year running, with Sweden
and Singapore taking second and third place respectively. Japan is at number 25, down from number 20 last
year. The ranking is based on a comparison of around 80 different ratings for each country, including
investment in and personnel involved in research and development, number of patents obtained, number of

theses on science and technology published, etc.

In addition, in order to supplement the ranking, the "Global Innovation Efficiency Index" is included, which
indicates the countries with the most efficient results of innovation. In this ranking, China is in first place,

followed by India in second place and Moldova in third.
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2012 Annual Report on Patent Administration
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The JPO's 2012 Annual Report analyzes that along with globalization the number of foreign patent, design and
trademark applications is increasing and that from the point of view of increasing the added value of goods and
services in emerging nations, not only patent rights but comprehensive protection of intellectual property
including design and trademark rights is becoming more important. The report also strongly indicates working
on constructing a global IP system for the harmonization of patentability systems and the establishment of IP

infrastructure in emerging nations, etc.
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In the statistics reported, the number of patent applications in 2011 was 342,610, and the number of patent
registrations was 238,323. The number of design applications was 30,805, and the number of design
registrations was 26,274. The number of trademark applications was 108,060 and the number of trademark
registrations was 89,279.

Also, the 'first action period' (the period from application/examination to the first reporting of examination

results) was 25.9 months for patents, 6.6 months for designs and 4.8 months for trademarks.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LFrDY—EXEN

Rlant Registration Support Station
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
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KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
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WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
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http://ip-kenzo.com
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MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
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TELEPHONE:
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