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METI Discussing New System for Raising Objections to Validity of
Patented Technology
BRES. HIrRmOENEICEBZRLILTHTETLIHHETRET~

The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METTI) has begun discussions on a new system allowing
competing enterprises to raise objections to the validity of existing patented technologies. Due to the

acceleration of patent examination, the examination of whether an application has patentability is completed

before the application is published, and the number of cases where rights are approved is growing. It has been

indicated by the industrial world that a mechanism is required that allows problems involving enterprises

gaining patent rights to be quickly resolved. This new system will be designed based on opinions collected from

the industrial world during September 2012.
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Japan Moves to Ratify ACTA
HAMNTACTAIHLEAN

On September 6, 2012, in the plenary session of the Lower House, it was decided that Japan would ratify
ACTA.

ACTA is an international convention to establish an effective framework regarding Intellectual Property, aimed
at combating the spread of pirated and imitation goods. Ratifying countries are requested to take measures to
bring their local laws in line with the ACTA framework. Currently nine countries - Japan, Korea, the United
States, Canada, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, Morocco, Singapore - in addition to the EU (including 22 EU

member states) have signed ACTA. So far six countries have ratified the convention.
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Kyocera Acquires Patent for Solar Cell Module with 3-Bus Bar Electrode
Configuration
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On September 4, 2012, Kyocera announced that it had acquired a domestic patent for a solar cell module with a
3-bus bar electrode configuration. This is the main configuration used for crystal system solar cells, and
Kyocera is now planning to exercise its patent rights and issue warnings to other manufacturers using the same

technology.

20129F9 H4 B . )73, KIGEMEY 2— /LD [ 3R N2 —EEE | 12T AE N2 S LT e R LT,
[3ARNZ N — B S 1T, fE RN B CII e > T AHEETHY . T3, A%, RHETEHEH fhA— T —
IZR L TGS ZEOEM 7 ERFHEITHEZ T EL TUD,

o o) HARAKENZO



HARAKENZO INFS WIS e

/7 ® HARAKENZO

JAPAN

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

"Ordnance for Partial Revision of Law Enforcement Regulations
Regarding Patent Law and of International Applications etc. Based on
PCT" Effective from October 1, 2012
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Our September newsletter contain the article "Acceptance Period for Public Comments Ends for JPO's "Draft
Ordnance for Partial Revision of Law Enforcement Regulations Regarding Patent Law and of International
Applications etc. Based on PCT." Following the end of public comments, the Ordnance came into effect on

October 1, 2012. Revisions to the format of international applications previously came into effect on August 31,
2012.

Further, there was an opinion expressed in the public comments regarding the starting point of the
supplementation period, but the PCT regulations contain a stipulation regarding this and the starting point is

determined based on the date on which the notice requesting supplementation is issued. Therefore the draft was
upheld.
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Partial Enactment of Revised Copyright Law
WEZEEEED—ERIT

Parts of the law partially revising the copyright law, including those regarding the introduction of criminal
penalties for illegal downloads and the expansion of the scope of technological protection measures for

copyright came into effect on October 1, 2012.

Regarding the introduction of criminal penalties for illegal downloads, such penalties will be applied in cases
where, for their personal use, a person knowingly receives an automatic public transmission of digital audio or
video which violates the copyright etc. of a paid-for copyrighted work etc.. As this is an offense indictable only

on complaint, it requires the copyright holder etc. to bring charges against the person in question.

"Paid-for copyrighted work etc." is defined as a work or performance etc. of which an audio or video recording
is made and shown or made publicly available at cost. For example, musical works that are sold on CD or films
that are sold on DVD.

According to the Agency for Cultural Affairs, the watching of videos on Youtube or similar sites is covered by

Article 47-8 of the limitations on copyright, and is therefore not subject to the above penalties.

The expansion of the scope of technological protection methods adds encoding technologies to the already
existing supplemental signal system for VHS etc. For example, this includes technologies such as CSS (Content
Scramble System) and AACS (Advanced Access Content System), used in storage media, and B-CAS, used in

broadcast media.
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Cliickgherepforadetails

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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