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EuroClass Services Now Available Via Japanese-Language Page
A—AYFRBAREBRR—DOHY—E XFHiE

At the meeting held on October 2, 2012, between Director Fukano of the JPO and Director Campino of the
Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM), it was announced that the JPO would be joining the
EuroClass online tools provided by OHIM. Accordingly, the OHIM homepage has added a Japanese-language

page through which it has begun providing its services.

EuroClass is an online tool that allows users to comprehensively search and reference classifications of goods
and services accepted by the trademark offices of each EU nation. The lists of goods and services submitted by

each trademark office are translated into the 24 languages of the EU by OHIM and are input into a database.

The main functions of EuroClass are: (1) searching the names of goods and services for the purpose of making
an application; (2) checking the acceptance or rejection of relevant classifications in the participant countries;
(3) checking the way relevant classifications are expressed in each of the languages of the EU; (4) assisting
with writing documents by means of the "my list" function (this function allows classifications of goods and

services added to the list to be transferred to the electronic application system).

1 o) HARAKENZO




HARAKENZO INFS WIS e

/7 ® HARAKENZO

JAPAN

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

20124210 A 2 B2 T o7z B AREFFFFIT OTREF R B SN LA PG 2T (OHIM) O v — VR HEDEH
IZBWT, AARERZFTFAOHIMOIR G54 T A0y — N [2—n s 52 1T INTHZENERENIZ, TR,
OHIMAR—L_R—=UINZBN T, 22— 7T A A RGFERR—T O —E 2D MNP G S LT,

a—nurZ7 A%, EUBIN O & PGEE T 352 1 ANUATREZR RS L - B R — L TRB RS T 02EnTE4 7
ALY — )V THY | & FRE)T K0S Rd dh - BB VAN EUSIN O 5 38 (245 58) ICOHIMMB R L 7 —# X — 2R
{LL7eb D THD,

22—l A0 EekREIE (DD =D DR - BE A FRO Y —F | Q)2—n 7T ASNNE D YRR OFRE D
R, )R RDEUN O [EFER L OMERR, ()~ A - UAMEREIZ LD ESAVERAIB) (= A - VANZEED 7P i -
BB R H BT AT AT DTHRIETHIENTED, ) Thd,

10th Edition of Trademark Examination Criteria Partially Amended
R EERE(RETFE 101D — &R IE

The 10th Edition of the Trademark Examination Criteria has been partially amended, in order to clarify the
examination criteria regarding 'the handling of applications for trademark registrations based on geographical

names in and outside Japan.'

Following the amendment, the examination criteria that apply to trademarks based on geographical locations in
and outside Japan under section 3.1.3 of the regulations is clarified in cases where it is generally recognized
that the relevant goods are produced or sold, or the relevant service is provided in the location in question. In
addition, in cases where section 3.1.3 of the regulations does not apply, it is clarified that in cases of trademark
application based on geographical names where a business has been established in the location in question, or
that it is generally recognized that the business was established in the location in question, as a rule, section

3.1.6 of the regulations applies.

The partially amended Trademark Examination Criteria (Amended 10th Edition) applies to examinations

conducted on or following the date of November 1, 2012.
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IP High Court Invalidates Nissen's '4-Line' Trademark
MEAEE. vt DAKRBREEETED)

On November 15, 2012, in a case brought against Nissen Holdings by the German sports goods manufacturer
Adidas, the Intellectual Property High Court issued a decision that Nissen's mark could be confused with that of

Adidas. Subsequently, the court ordered the invalidation of Nissen's 4-line design trademark.

According to the judgment, Adidas began selling sports shoes bearing designs based on three lines in 1949.
Conversely, Nissen filed a trademark for a 4-line design, with shoes etc. as the designated goods in 2005, and

registered it in the same year.

The judgment concludes that as Adidas' 3-line trademark is extremely well recognized, an observer could
interpret the three spaces between the lines on Nissen's design as three lines, and mistake the goods in question

for Adidas products.
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Wakayama Prefecture Opposition to Chinese Trademark 'Kishu'
MRS, P EREZERE N IE

On November 13, 2012, Wakayama Prefecture announced that on November 5, 2012, it had lodged an
opposition to the registration of the trademark "Kishu" in China ("Kishu" is an old name for Wakayama

Prefecture).

The trademark applicant is an enterprise based in Hong Kong, and the trademark is designated for use with
'playground equipment, toys and sporting goods etc.' Wakayama Prefecture has been monitoring trademark
applications using the words "Kishu" and "Wakayama" in China and Taiwan since January 2010, and therefore

became aware of the application in question when it was publicly announced on August 6, 2012.

As a result of the opposition, the Chinese Trademark Office will now begin a trial, which is expected to require

two or three years to complete.
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Cost Reductions and Expansion of Accelerated Examinations based on
Law on Promotion of Asian Consolidation
TOTHRALHERICEOFHHBREVICRHETERVRHATEOXRILK

On November 1, 2012, the Law on Promotion of Asian Consolidation was enacted. The aim of this law is to
encourage the creation of new projects and to increase employment opportunities by introducing special

measures to boost the activity of designated multinational companies.

Under Article 10 of the law (Special Cases of Patent Fees etc.), small and medium sized enterprises meeting the
following requirements are eligible for a 50% reduction in examination fees and the first ten years of patent

fees.

1. The invention is the result of a research and development project conducted in accordance with an approved
research and development project plan, and less than two years have passed between the completion of said

project and the date of application.

2. The invention in question is a service invention, and under contract, etc. the employers, etc. have been

assigned the rights to obtain a patent for said invention.

3. The payer of the patent fee/examination fee must be the "small or medium-sized enterprise" that carried out

the research and development project.

The term "small or medium-sized enterprise" above refers to enterprises that have within the prescribed amount
of capital or investment capital set for each prescribed industry, or have a prescribed number of regular
employees, and that operate within the aforementioned prescribed industries as their main activities (Article 2.5

of the Law on Promotion of Asian Consolidation).

In addition, when patent applications for inventions that were the result of projects acknowledged under said
law are submitted to the JPO, as a trial they will be eligible for examination under the accelerated examination

system.
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Introduction to Our Firm' s Service LAFrOY—E BN

IP Management Consulting
MWEEA2YIVTF 12T

I We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for details

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE OSAKA 2nd OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN 2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,

KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL: E-MAIL:
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+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
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+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:
WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F NOMURA REAL ESTATE
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121, 2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
JAPAN HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN
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: (¥ updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE: WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com
http://ip-kenzo.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

7 o) HARAKENZO


http://www.harakenzo.com/en/law/

