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China Overtakes United States with Most Patent Applications
FrEF R E. PEANKEZIRVDVTEALIC

‘World Intellectual Property Indicators 2012,” which was released by the World Intellectual Property Office
(WIPO) on December 11, 2012, shows that in 2011 China overtook the United States in terms of numbers of

patent applications per country to become the largest patent office in the world.

The number of patent applications made worldwide in 2011 grew by 7.8% from the previous year to total 2.14
million. Of these, 526,000 were filed in China (a growth of 34.6% from the previous year), meaning

approximately a quarter of all patent applications worldwide were filed in China.

By 2010, China already had the highest annual numbers of utility model, design and trademark applications, but

with the rise in patent applications in 2011, it has claimed the top position in all four fields of industrial

property.

The United States had the second highest number of applications (503,500), followed by Japan (342,610),
Korea (178,924), the EU (142,793), Germany (59,444), India (42,291), Russia (41,414), Canada (35,111) and
Australia (25,526).
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Nissin Foods Institutes Lawsuit Over Infringement of ‘Straight Noodle
Manufacturing Process’ Patent
RERM. [RAFL—MESGE | DT EER SRR IR

On December 3, 2012, Nissin Foods Holdings Co., Ltd. and Nissin Products Co., Ltd. submitted to Osaka
district court a patent infringement lawsuit against SANYO FOODS Co., Ltd. and Taihei Shokuhin Kogyo. In
this lawsuit, Nissin is seeking an injunction to prevent infringement of its patents, along with 266,520,000 yen

in compensation.

Until now, in order to increase the efficiency of instant noodle manufacturing, the noodles have had a ‘wave’
shape. The patent at the center of this case concerns a process for manufacturing straight noodles, and enables
mass production of instant noodles that soften and straighten when boiled. It is claimed to be an innovative

method that produces noodles which are easy and pleasant to swallow.
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Mexico Joins the Madrid Protocol
Axia Ry B EEZEESE MR

On November 19, 2012, the Mexican Government deposited its ratification of the Madrid Protocol, which is
related to the international registration of marks, with the Director of WIPO. The Madrid Protocol is now due to

come into effect in Mexico on February 19, 2013.

The ratification submitted was accompanied by the following declarations:

® Based on Article 5(2)(b) of the Protocol, the deadline for provisional refusal notices will be extended from

one year to 18 months.

® Based on Article 8(7)(a) of the Protocol, separate individual fees rather than additional fees and
supplemental fees must be paid for international applications designating Mexico, subsequent designations

or renewals of international registrations.

Mexico’s ratification brings the number of member nations of the Madrid Protocol to 88, and the number of

countries in the Madrid system to 89.
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Monteroza to File Lawsuit in Australia Over Infringment of ‘Wara Wara’
Trademark
EoTA—H XX IEEGHRECEULTREFA

Major food service company, Monteroza, the owner of the Japanese izakaya chains Wara Wara, Shirokiya,
Uotami etc., is planning to bring a case against a Korean-funded Australian firm operating a Japanese restaurant
named ‘Wara Wara’ in Australia. Monteroza is seeking damages and an injunction preventing use of the

trademark.

According to Monteroza, its trademark for ‘Wara Wara’ is being plagiarized in Australia through use of the
name for two restaurants, in Brisbane and Sydney. In total, Monteroza claims that over 50 shops are using the

trademark ‘Wara Wara’ without permission, not only in Australia, but also in China, Korea, Indonesia etc.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LA —EXBAMN

Translation for.Languages
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| We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Clickghere for details

international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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