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Request for Injunction against Import of lllegal B-CAS Cards Approved

12 ;EB-CASH—FRI[Ix T HE A ZIL R THZIE

A request for an injunction against the import of illegal B-CAS cards (“BLACKCAS”) made by four companies
— B-CAS issuer BS Conditional Access Systems and premium satellite broadcasters SKY Perfect JSAT, Star
Channel and WOWOW — was approved by Tokyo Customs on August 20, 2014. As a result, a crackdown on the

import of illegal B-CAS cards is in effect at customs offices nationwide.

B-CAS cards are provided by BS Conditional Access Systems to users who have signed contracts giving access

to premium broadcasts. The cards enable TVs etc. to receive paid-for broadcasts.

Illegal cards that give free access to premium broadcasts come under the definition of IP-infringing items that

circumvent technical limitation methods stipulated in Article 2, Paragraph 1, Clause 11 of the Unfair
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Competition Prevention Law, and therefore actions such as the transfer etc. of such cards violates the
aforementioned stipulations. Further, according to Article 69-11, Paragraph 1, Clause 10 of the Customs Law, it
is forbidden to import goods that come under the definition of IP-infringing items. The cards are therefore

subject to seizure at customs.

This case marks the first time a request for an injunction against IP-infringing items that circumvent technical

limitation methods has been approved.
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Regional Collective Trademark “Aomori Black Garlic” Applied for
[EFHDEICAIZ A Hhig F AR Z H FE

On August 27, 2014, the Aomori Prefecture Black Garlic Association has announced that it will apply in
September for a regional collective trademark for “Aomori Black Garlic” (“Aomori no Kuro Ninniku”)
regarding processed black garlic produced by fermentation. In Aomori prefecture, production of Black Garlic
has increased since 2006, and the market for Black Garlic has grown in Japan and abroad thanks to the recent
health boom. The acquisition of a regional collective trademark will allow for planning for future development

of the regional brand, and for a distinction to be made between Black Garlic from Aomori and elsewhere.

The Regional Collective Trademark system was established with the objectives of improving trust of businesses
handling production of regional goods, etc., of protecting regional brands and strengthening and revitalizing
regional economies in Japan, thus improving Japan’s competitiveness. The system protects trademarks in
standard characters that incorporate the names of regions and the names of goods or services, which are often

b

used as “regional brands.” Previously, regional Collective Trademarks could only be applied for by
cooperatives, such as agricultural and fishing cooperatives, etc., but a recent amendment means that
associations or chambers of commerce and industry and NPOs, as well as qualified foreign entities may now

also apply.

According to the JPO homepage, Regional Collective Trademarks corresponding to 550 regional specialty
goods from across the country have been registered. In Aomori prefecture, six Regional Collective Trademarks
have already been registered, including trademarks corresponding to garlic produced in the town of Takko

(“Takko Ninniku”) and Bluefin tuna from Oma (“Oma Maguro™), etc.

September 6 every year has been established as “Aomori Black Garlic Day” by the Aomori Prefecture Black

Garlic Association, and a commemorative event is planned for the day next year.
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China Establishes IP Courts in Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou
RET, LR, L&, [LMOIKREBTIZEN B4 & FIFTER AL

On August 31, 2014, the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of the People’s Republic of
China reached a decision to establish IP courts in the three largest cities of Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou.
While advancing and effecting development strategies based on national reform initiatives, setting up these IP
courts also has the intended effects of strengthening the protection offered to intellectual property and its

owners and supporting benefits to the public.

The IP courts have jurisdiction over first trials in civil and administrative cases related to patents, plant varieties,
designs for integrated circuits, industrial secrets and other forms of intellectual property involving a high level
of technological expertise. Further, the Beijing IP Court has jurisdiction over first trials in administrative cases
regarding IP applications or administrative complaints instituted due to rejection of decisions made by the State
Council’s administrative section. Civil or administrative actions or appeals related to IP such as copyright or

trademarks will be handled by people’s courts based on their respective areas of jurisdiction.

The number of lawsuits regarding Intellectual Property is continuing to rise in China. According to statistics
from the Supreme Court, in 2013 there was a sudden increase in such lawsuits, with around 100,000 cases
related to patents, trademarks or copyright, etc. filed. Of these, there was a tendency for cases to occur in the

three largest cities, with Beijing handling around 15,000 cases and Guangzhou around 25,000.
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The IP courts should be set up by Spring 2015 at the earliest. It is hoped that a judiciary can be established with

knowledge and experience in Intellectual Property, making it possible to conduct trials quickly.
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Revision to Employee Inventions System Obligates Incentives for
Inventors
BBXEATNEORELT, RABREOEHB((T

On September 3, 2014, the Japan Patent Office held the 8th Patent System Subcommittee Meeting of the
Industrial Structure Council Intellectual Property Committee. At the meeting, a policy was decided whereby the
Patent Law will be amended to allow enterprises to retain patent rights regarding employee inventions under a

set of standardized conditions.

This revision to the employee inventions system is in response to calls from the industrial world to address the
issue of an increase in lawsuits filed by employees seeking compensation for their inventions, which companies
say is damaging management vitality and competitiveness. There is deep-rooted opposition to revisions
regarding this issue, as it is argued that if patents are simply made the property of companies, compensation for
employed inventors will worsen, leading to a faster exodus of technological expertise. In consideration of this, a

policy has been formulated to make it obligatory for enterprises to compensate their employees for inventions.
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The Japan Federation of Economic Organizations had adopted the position that “legal intervention does not suit
the issue of incentive pay for inventions, so companies should be entrusted to handle these matters freely.”
However, at the 8th Patent System Subcommittee Meeting, Subcommittee members from the industrial world
including Mr. Eiichi Wada of the Japan Federation of Economic Organizations stated that “establishing a legal

b

requirement for incentives for inventors is valuable for both enterprises and their employees,” indicating a

change in stance that acknowledges the obligation of the industrial world to provide incentives for inventions.

In the future, the focus will be on how to establish a concrete amount for employees’ compensation, etc.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LPFRDY—EXEEN

Computer Program Registration Consultation
Ay E2=270YZLERHERNZE

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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