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2014 Revisions to Patent Law, etc. to be Enacted on April 1, 2015
201 AFEHIERFFEF 2015%F4 1 BT

A cabinet decision has been made to issue a government ordinance enacting the 2014 revisions to the patent law,
etc. The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry announced that the revisions will come into effect on April 1,
2015. The enactment incorporates provisions for the costs of filing an opposition to a patent and the new forms
of trademark registrations such as sounds, etc. Further, parts of the law related to the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International Deposit of Industrial Designs will be enacted on the date that said Act

comes into effect in Japan.
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China Tops World Rankings for Number of Patent Applications in 2013
201 3FEEDH A HFEM B THEMN 1461

According to the 2014 edition of World Intellectual Property Indicators, published by the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPO), in 2013 around 2,570,000 patent applications were filed worldwide — an
increase of 9% over the previous year. China was the country where the most applications were filed, with
Chinese application accounting for 32.1% of the total. The United States was ranked second, accounting for
22.3% of the total, meaning that together China and the United states filed more than half of the total
applications in 2013. Japan was ranked third, with 12.8% of the total, and South Korea fourth, with 8%. As a
result, the three Asian nations of China, Japan and Korea together accounted for more than haf of the
application filed.

In addition, when considering the increase in the number of applications each nation filed, China saw an
increase of 26.4% over the previous year, and South Korea saw an increase of 8.3%. The increase in
applications by these two countries contributed considerably to the overal rise in applications worldwide.
Conversely, the number of applications filed by Japan and European countries was diminished compared to the
previous year, a possible reflection of the economic situations of each country.

Further, when separated by technical field, computer technology had the most applications (7.6% of the total),
followed by electrical machinery (7.2%), measurement (4.7%), digital communication (4.5%) and medical
technology (4.3%).
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“Funabashi Pears” Registered as Regional Collective Trademark
[RIE D 7L 1 H ek F A P AR 5 8%

“Funabashi Pears’ (#ii#& @ 72 L) has been successfully registered as a regiona collection trademark
(registration no. 5717347). The head of Funabashi City Fruit Farmers Union and participants in agricultural
cooperative visited Funabashi City Hall to report the news to the mayor.

In Funabashi City around 130 households are farms producing pears. Since 1955, farming has been the main
focus of the city, and steps have been taken to actively improve the quality of farming, such as the
establishment of a fruit tree study group. Further, the city and the agricultural cooperative have actively
promoted awareness of the Funabashi’s produce, holding sampling parties in Tokyo and Sapporo, and using the
popular unofficial mascot of the city, “Funasshi,” in PR activities.

Although the applicant for this regional collective trademark is the agricultural cooperative, on August 1, 2014,
arevised law was enacted that expanded membership of regional collective trademark registration. Now, while
registrations previously applied to business cooperatives, cooperatives established under special laws and their
corresponding foreign entities, they now also apply to associations of commerce and industry, chambers of
commerce and industry, NPOs etc.
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JPO Coordinates with National Police Agency and Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry on Protection of Business Secrets

FEFTONERWE DREARGICOVT, BEEFT. BFEXELEE

The JPO, the National Police Agency (NPA) and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) have
begun coordinating to develop an infrastructure for protection of enterprises’ business secrets. In concrete terms,
the JPO is coordinating with the Information-Technology Promotion Agency (IPA), an independent body under
the jurisdiction of NPA and METI that deals with computer countermeasures, to establish 57 consultation desks
across Japan. From February, lawyers and alumni of enterprises well-versed in intellectual property will provide
free consultations at these facilities.

Industrial spying activities involving former employees are not going away, and it is becoming clear that it is
not only large enterprises that are at risk, but small and medium-sized enterprises as well. Further, there has
been a succession of incidents of cyber-terrorism targeting Japanese enterprises. Between April and November
2014, nearly 100 cases of suspected cyber-attacks were reported to the IPA.

In response to this state of affairs, Japan is developing a more effective infrastructure for the protection of
intellectual property, and islooking to strengthen measures against the leaking of information on technologies.
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Toyota Provides Free Access to its Patents on Fuel Cells
FESEBEL . REENEEDOHFERERE

On January 6, 2015, Toyota announced that it would provide free rights to use its collection of solely-owned
patents related to fuel cells (including pending cases), of which it has approximately 5,680 worldwide.

This decision is based on the reasoning that at the beginning stages of the introduction of Fuel Cell Vehicles
(FCVs), the spread of such vehicles should be prioritized. To this end, strong cooperation is required between
car makers developing and selling FCV's and energy companies establishing hydrogen fueling stations.

The freely-provided patents include those for the following technologies:

(1) Fuel cell stacks (approx. 1,970 patents)

(2) High-pressure hydrogen tanks (approx. 290 patents)

(3) Fuel cell system regulation (around 3,350 patents)

These patents are connected with the fuel cell system that forms the basis for the development and production
of FCVs. If these patents are used to facilitate the production and sale of FCV's, then they may be used freely
until the end of 2020, when FCV's are expected to enter the market. On the other hand, patents related to the
supply and production of hydrogen in hydrogen stations (approx. 70 patents) are currently intended to be
available for use indefinitely for the establishment and operation of hydrogen stations. This is to enable the
quick spreading of hydrogen fueling stations.

Utilizing these patents requires procedures to be carried out in the same way as when receiving aright to work
a patent. Concrete terms of use etc. will be established following individual consultation with Toyota.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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