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Japan-US Joint Research Begins Aimed at Improving Examination
Efficiency
EEDFREICAGTT— BXGERAEDRLE

As globalization continues, the number of patent applications filed worldwide is increasing, in part due to the
filing of multiple patent applications in different countries or regions per single invention. Also, with the
advancement of science and technology, inventions are of increasing sophistication. As examinations are
carried out separately in different countries, each patent office must carry out searches for prior art individually,
even though they may be examining applications for identical inventions. Meanwhile, as enterprises look to
develop their businesses globally, their need to acquire more stable patent rightsis increasing.

For these reasons, the JPO is spearheading initiatives to improve the efficiency of patent examinations and
expanding these to patent offices abroad. These initiatives include setting up patent prosecution highways,
which allow other patent offices to use examination results, and establishing the One Portal Dossier system,
which collects patent application data from each of the major five patent offices (Japan, US, Europe, Chinaand
Korea) and makes it available to view.
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On this occasion, it has been decided that joint research between Japan and the US will begin on August 1, 2015,
based on a patent examination cooperation agreement between the USPTO and the JPO. According to the
Japanese Ministry for Economy, Trade and Industry (MET]), the joint research will look at inventions for which
patent applications have been applied in both Japan and the United States, and after sharing examination results
and opinions, the examiners in both countries will each issue examination results quickly and concurrently. This
will mark the first ever test of sharing of information between patent authorities during the examination stage.
The points examined in each country will remain the same, but by sharing their data, it is expected that they
will be able to issue their results around the same time, and enable the acquisition of more stable patent rights.
Further, enterprises will be able to bring their goods to market in Japan and the US at the same time, which
offers an advantage by allowing for greater ease in formulating business strategies, etc.
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JPO Issues First Publications of Sound Trademarks
BT, BEEO LA REEASRERIT

On April 28, 2015, the JPO issued its first sound trademark publications. 21 cases in total were published.

The contents of said publications can be easily accessed via the JPO’s online patent information platform (J-
PlatPat) by entering the application numbers. In the case of sound trademark publications, it is possible to check
the content of the sound files supplied by the applicants.

Due to revisions to the Trademark Law, the JPO began accepting applications for “new type” trademarks such
as sound and colors from April 1, 2015. Between April 1 and 24, 2015, 192 sound trademark applications, 248
color trademark applications, 117 location trademark applications, 45 movement trademark applications and 3
hologram trademark applications were filed.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LFrDY — E X B

Research/Anallysis/Patent Map
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We offer high—-quality service, combining research know-how cultivated

in long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
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JPO Formulates IP Support Guide for Small/Medium-sized Enterprises

and Business Ventures
BT, RN ROFr—ED=ODMBTIEA AR ZERL

On May 12, 2015, the JPO published its “1P Support Guide for Small/Medium-sized Enterprises and Business
Ventures,” which contains support measures for connecting small/medium-sized enterprises with intellectual

property.

The guide introduces various systems such as the Foreign Application Financial Support System, which
supports half the cost of filing abroad, the Anti-Counterfeit Support System, which can be used when
counterfeit goods are discovered overseas, and the Infringement Defense Measures Support System, which can
be used in cases of bad faith infringement claims by foreign enterprises when expanding abroad. In addition,
the guide introduces various real examples of enterprises using these systems.

The guide contains much valuable information for Small/Medium-sized Enterprises and Business Ventures that
wish to make good use of intellectual property abroad, while keeping down the cost of IP-related activities.

The guide is available from METI Regiona Patent Offices in Japan, the National Center for Industrial Property
Information and Training (INPIT), the General 1P Support Desks in each of Japan's 47 prefectures, and the first
floor lobby of the Japan Patent Office.
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Supreme Court Rules JASRAC’s Blanket Contract a Violation of
Antimonopoly Law
= 8k JASRACEEE M T B RER EHIIR

On April 28, 2015, in the hearing for a case arguing whether or not the contract method used by the Japan
Society for Rights of Authors, Composers and Publishers (JASRAC) is a violation of the Antimonopoly Law,
the Supreme Court overturned a decision by the Japan Fair Trade Commission (JFTC) that had found there to
be no violation. As a result, the November 2013 decision by the Tokyo High Court that found JASRAC to be
“excluding the participation of other companies,” and which requested an overturning of the JFTC decision and
areconsideration of the trial has been upheld.

The issue in this case was over JASRAC's “blanket collection contract,” under which broadcasters pay a fixed
percentage of their broadcast income as a usage fee in return for the ability to make an unlimited number of
broadcasts of music for which the copyright is managed by JASRAC. Under this system, JASRAC had a virtual
monopoly on the copyright management of music intended for broadcast.

In this case, a new participant in the copyright management business, E-License, sought to overturn a decision
by the JFTC that JASRAC's blanket collection contract was “not a violation of the Antimonopoly Law.” The
decision in the first trial at the Tokyo High Court found that “the blanket contract has the effect of excluding
new participants’ from entering into copyright management. In an attempt to overturn this decision, the JFTC
was petitioned to seek a reevaluation of the trial, and therefore the JFTC filed an appeal with the Supreme
Court expressing dissatisfaction with the decision.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG,,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://wwwv.intellel ution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)
FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE: 3
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) L +81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) L J -
iy
TOKYO HEAD OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE
ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(% updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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