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Bill Partially Revising Patent Law, etc. Approved, Passed by
B EFD—EZHIET DIEFEERR - BIL

Diet

The National Diet approved and passed the bill partially revising the patent law, etc. on July 3, 2015, and the

law was promulgated on July 10, 2015.

The main points of revision contained in the bill are asfollows:

(1)Revision of the Employee Inventions System (Patent Law)

The right to obtain a patent will, upon the fulfilment of certain requirements, fundamentally

revert to the

employer rather than the inventor (employee), as was hitherto the case. Further, together with the change in

to whom the right reverts, inventors gain the right to receive appropriate compensation for their inventions.

(2)Changesto patent fees, etc. (Patent Law, Trademark Law, International Application Law)
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As shown in the table below, patent fees following registration of a patent right are reduced by around 10%,
trademark registration fees by around 25%, and trademark renewal fees by around 20%. Further, it is
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necessary for thefirst to third annual fees for a patent to be paid as a lump sum.

Patents Current fees Revised fees
< ard (2,300 yen + 200 yen/claim) x 3 (2,100 yen + 200 yen/claim) x 3
1%-39 years
(lump sum for 3 years) (lump sum for 3 years)
4h-gth year (7,100 yen + 500 yen/claim) per year (6,400 yen + 500 yen/claim) per year
7h-9t year (21,400 yen + 1,700 yen/claim) per year | (19,300 yen + 1,500 yen/claim) per year

10" year onwards

(61,600 yen + 4,800 yen/claim) per year

(55,400 yen + 4,300 yen/claim) per year

Trademarks Current fees Revised fees
Registration 37,600 yen X No. of classes 28,200 yen X No. of classes
Renewal 48,500 yen X No. of classes 38,800 yen X No. of classes

In addition, the additional fees in cases where international applications associated with international
searches and preliminary examinations do not meet the requirements for unit of invention, and the upper
limits on fees for international searches and preliminary examinations that the JPO carries out as the
receiving office will change depending on the language of the specification and claims (Japanese or English).

(3)Adjustments of Patent Law and Trademark Law stipulations for the purpose of enacting the Patent Law

Treaty and the Singapore Treaty in connection with Trademark Law

The major adjustment to the Patent Law is in the period for the submission of a Japanese translation when an
application is made in aforeign language. The period in which a Japanese translation must be submitted will
be “one year and four months from the date of filing of the patent application” (currently one year and two
months). If a Japanese translation is not submitted within this period, the JPO will issue a notification,
specifying a period in which the translation may be submitted.
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Further, a new stipulation has been added regarding the designation of the date of application. At the time of
designating the date of application, if the JPO finds that part(s) of the specification or drawings are missing,
the missing part(s) may be supplemented within a specified period. However, as a rule, the date the
supplement is submitted will be regarded as the date of application.

Except in the case of certain exceptional circumstances, even if the specification and drawings (where
required) are not attached to the application document, the application may be accepted by stating that a
previous patent application by the same applicant should be used as a reference. However, it is necessary to
submit the specification and drawings (where required) as well as the prescribed documents in connection
with the previous patent application within the specified period.

With regards to the Trademark Law, if the certificate required for a case to be treated as a special case at the
time of application cannot be submitted within the prescribed period, certain relief measures may be sought.

Also, if the registration fee is not paid within the payment period, it is possible to pay the fee within a
certain term after the payment period has elapsed.

20164E7TH3 A, HRPFFIEFO—AQUET DEME ] PES TR - slAZ L, TH10 B IS8 S 7,
AFEBICB T2 ERBERZ, UTO LB THD,

(1) BREZHEIAHIED LB L Rk

FedF a2 DR DFAGH IRIRIB S . —EDENEDO T, WEROFEIAH (EEE) NoEHE~ER L2 D,
T, IRBROEFIZHE, BAFIL, Y 0ME %220 2R 2 H9 5,

(2) FFPBtEoOduE Frrk, Pk, [EESHEEE)

TREDOEBY | R DR HE DR ERGRLBEDO B FITIB N T 1 0 %L, DR EREEIN 2 5 %R,
PR D BEFIRGRE D 2 0 REESI X NIF ohd, 2B, FrFOHE—FEH»D ZFHIT L TihbRiTnids
SR AN

KFET BAT BIE

BN D AR (2, 300 +200 /7 K1) X 3453 (2, 100F+2001 /7 K1) X 3453
EBTUAED B AR (7, 100FJ+500F /33K 1) /4F (6, 400 +500[ /3K 1) /4
FHHENSIE (21, 400/ +1, 700 /G =R 1H) /4 (19, 300M9+1, 500 /G R 1H) /4
AR LU (61, 600 +4, 800 /3 R IH) /4= (55, 40011 +4, 300 /3K 1H) /4
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P BAT W IE#%
A E B Gkt 37,600 M X X4%k 28,200 H X X%k
FOHTR Gkt 48,500 M X X/3#% 38,800 M X X%k
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(3) FFFESRNO L OPEEEICET 5 v v HR— AR OERD 7= O DIRE OEAE (FFrE, pafEik)
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e ORI RFRF R & i S D,
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A2 2T REFE2ERT D HEC LR HBEARO 6D, bod b, —EMRPNICIME L O3
RBEIN A SEDORFFFHFRICB T 2T E D EH 2 RN T2 LHERH 5,

PR E T, R O RFE O A 52T % 72 9D OFREA E & AT E O BRI T X 2o T8I0 T,

—EDORBFFHENRK BN D,
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LD,

Introduction to Our Firm's Service LARDT—ERBAN

Teechnolegy Transfier & Licansing Sesvice Consultatiomn
1R85 BnlAE K =

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click.here for details
international patent firms.

REORBRTE /N L ERNFEBMESTROENZEHESDER BT ESA
HOoBWY—EREREBLET, _ ZB5
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Strengthening Cooperation with Indian Department of Industrial Policy
and Promotion
1B T AEXBER-REF (DIPP) ED 1 H 51k

In order to support investment and business development by the Japanese industrial sector with regards to
intellectual property, the JPO and Indian Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) signed a
memorandum on cooperation in the field of industrial property on June 29, 2015.

In concrete terms, the JPO and DIPP have confirmed their cooperation in various fields including the following:

» Sharing of information regarding legal systems and business practices

* Human resource development aimed at improving examination ability, including the effective use of
examiner consultations

» Technical support for the smooth running of operations as international searching authorities/international
preliminary examination authorities

» Support for constructing an I T foundation

» Development of the capacity to effectively use patent examination data from other offices

» Provision of information to and education of the general public

From now on, the JPO will continue to cooperate with the DIPP to maintain an environment in which the
intellectual property of Japanese enterprises receives appropriate protection.

FEFFT & A > RpE LEPEREBOR - IRELF (DIPP) &, Hi?%ﬁ#%@&%-EV*X%%%ﬁmwﬁﬁw
725 XBET D78, 2016426 H29 A IZEZEMES B IC BT 2 I REFICES LT,

HARIIZIE, %ﬁF&MWi MT®@H%EU%ﬁ@\%T%ﬁ¢5 &t Lz,
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Expansion of Patent Prosecution Highway Participants
HEFEE/N\1714 (PPH) DX RETE X

The JPO and the Romania State Office for Inventions and Trademarks agreed to begin a patent prosecution
highway from July 1, 2015. Also, from July 6, 2015, due to the Estonia Patent Office’s participation in the
Global Patent Prosecution Highway (GPPH), it also began a PPH with Japan. As a result, the JPO has now
established PPHswith atotal of 34 countries and regions.

In addition, athough the JPO has until now been running a trial PPH program with the German Patent and
Trademark Office, due to participation in the GPPH from July 6, 2015, it has aso become possible for the PCT-
PPH to be used between Germany and Japan.

FidrIT & v—~ =7 R TIX, 2016457 H 1A DPPHEBIMAT 2 Z SICEE LT, E£72, FHETH6A
BT A =T RN 7 v — SVRRFRANA U = A (GPPH) IZBIMNL72Z & LY. AAL ORI TPPHZ Bk
THZLLpol, ZTHITKD, FEFT LPPHA KRS L7 E -« Hilli334 L 72 %,

Fro. THETHARERFITAPPHRAT Y v 7T L% Fhi L TV e R A Y RFFFREIIE T3, 20164ETH6H 22 5
GPPHIZB M L7= Z LITfEV, RA 0T LTI 72 ICPCT-PPHS FIFH ATRE & 72 o 72,

JPO Announces Current Policy Implementation regarding PBP Claims
¥EFT.PBPUL— LD EEDERAHEFEK

On July 6, 2015, the JPO announced its policy implementation regarding current examinations and trials
following the Supreme Court’s decision on Product By Process (PBP) claims.

In the case of claims related to product inventions that contain descriptions of the manufacturing process for
said product inventions, unless examiners are able to judge that there are “impossible or impractical
circumstances,” said inventions will be judged unclear, and a notice of reasons for refusal will be issued.

Further, in order to overcome said reasons for refusal, in concrete terms the applicant may take the following
four measures:
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1. Deleting the relevant claims

2. Making amendments so that the invention of the relevant claims is a process for manufacturing the product

3. Making amendments so that the invention of the relevant claimsis a product invention that does not include
the manufacturing process

4. Assert and provide substantiation via an argument etc. that there are “impossible or impractical
circumstances’

The JPO is currently updating its examinations standards and examination handbook in their entirety and plans
to begin implementations based on the updated examinations standards and examination handbook around the
beginning of October 2015.

BFFTIZ20154ETHE6H, 7 a X7 k- 54 « 7rat X (PBP) 7 L—AICBT 2 &m0 72 4 o
FE - FHOERTHIZOWTHEELE,
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG,,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
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OSAKA 2nd OFFICE N
ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://wwwv.intellel ution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

HIROSHIMA OFFICE Y

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(% updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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