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Trademark registered for " ¥4EY” ("Bosai Shokubutsu”) -
Food Security in Times of Disaster
KERORBFER. B EY I EEER

For the purposes of food security when a disaster such as the expected Nankai earthquake occurs, botanical
researcher Mr. Shoichi Sawaragi is aiming to spread knowledge and preparation methods of edible wild plants.
To this end, he named such plants “Bosai Shokubutsu” (disaster damage prevention plants) and filed a
trademark application for the characters used to express the name in Japanese. The application has now been
granted a trademark registration (registration no. 5775125). Upon receiving the registration, Mr. Sawaragi
established the Nihon Bosai Shokubutsu Kyokai (Japan Disaster Damage Prevention Plant Organization) and
on July 26, 2015 the first Bosai Shokubutsu class was held in the civic disaster prevention center in Fuwa,

Shimanto city.
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Bosai Shokubutsu are defined as plants that grow wild around disaster areas and that can be safely prepared for
eating without risk of poisoning when food supplies are disrupted in times of disaster. Examples include field
horsetail, rape, allium grayi, Java water dropwort, mugwort and mitsuba. Also included are the seven green

vegetables used in traditional Japanese rice porridge.

Mr. Sawaragi’s organization aims to hold classes four to six times a year and publish materials on Bdsai
Shokubutsu, such as guidebooks and recipes, and is considering Bosai Shokubutsu certification and

development of goods using Bosai Shokubutsu as well.
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Introduction to Our Firm:s Servicer
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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Free “Safeguard” Service Protecting the IP of Japanese Enterprises to
Start Next Year
BARGEDOHMAMMELZTI EEFIOEHNY—ERX REENSRE—F

From fiscal 2016, the JPO will begin providing its free “Safeguard” service, which will protect the encrypted
business secrets of enterprises. Cyber attacks, data leakage due to industrial espionage and so on are problems
in today’s society, and so this service aims to strengthen the protection given to Japanese enterprises’
intellectual property. Private corporations already offer paid-for services that protect enterprises against this
kind of data leakage.

In Japan, when a patent is applied for the content of the application is published 18 months after the filing date,
which carries a risk that the technology contained in the application will be imitated. Concern over this risk
means that in many cases enterprises will not apply for patents for their most important technologies, but will
instead keep said technologies concealed within the company. In such cases, although enterprises can receive
protection under the Unfair Competition Prevention Law, they largely do not have a clear scope of rights, as
defined by the application documents in patent applications. Therefore, if an enterprise’s technology is leaked,
even though it may take legal action, it may lack the evidence needed to prove the extent to which its business
secrets should be protected, or how long it has been in possession of the technology, etc.

The aforementioned “Safeguard” service is expected to offer a greater level of protection for IP, as the
encrypted data of business secrets along with the time they were developed will be administrated by a
government body, thus providing evidence that can be used in court.
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JPO Begins Providing WIPO with Information on Japanese Registered
Designs
B AR TH. WIPOIZEAEDEHZEEDFRIZHEEEFHES

On August 1, 2015, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) began providing Japanese design publications to the Global
Design Database operated by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).

According to the JPO, the globalization of projects in recent years has been accompanied by an increase in the
importance of industrial designs. Properly acquiring protection for design rights and transmitting this globally
are extremely important to Japanese enterprises for maintaining international competitiveness, while also
providing an effective countermeasure against counterfeit goods in multiple countries. Therefore, in order to
legally develop an environment for the acquisition of international design rights, Japan signed the Geneva Act
of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Deposit of Industrial Designs in February 2015, thus
enabling the easy and inexpensive acquisition and administration of design rights in the signatory nations.
Meanwhile, from the point of view of the transmission of global design information, an IT infrastructure that

enables users to efficiently acquire information on designs in multiple countries is being called for.

By providing information on Japanese designs to the Global Design Database, the JPO is making it possible for
both Japanese and foreign enterprises etc. to comprehensively search for design publications from Japan and
abroad free of charge, thus enabling the efficient acquisition of global design information. It is also expected

that this will be effective in curbing the registration of similar designs by third parties overseas.
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Korea Patent Court Establishes New International Court Division
BREFEFRFIFT AT E R ED 12 #E%

The Korean Patent Court intends to establish an international court division that will conduct proceedings in

English, by February 2016 at the earliest.

Until now, it has been stipulated that Korean is the only language used in the courtroom in Korea. If documents
written in another language are used as evidence, etc., it has been necessary to translate them into Korean. In
the new international court division, it is possible to use documents written in English as evidence, etc., as well
as conduct arguments in English without the need for an interpreter. Further, after a judgment is given, the

court’s policy will be to provide an English translation of the text of the judgment.

With regards to this kind of policy, while Korean enterprises welcome an increase in conducting litigation in
Korea rather than abroad, there are concerns that conducting proceedings in English will offer an advantage to
foreign enterprises (particularly those from English-speaking countries). In order to clear up these concerns, use
of the international court division will be limited to cases where both the plaintiff and the defendant wish to use

it.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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