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JPO to Expand Jurisdiction over International Searches and
International Preliminary Examinations for PCT International
Applications
BAREREFTICEHPCTEREEDERRE ERFIREEDEEILK

The Japan Patent Office is planning to expand the number of countries in its jurisdiction regarding PCT
international applications filed with developing nations, etc. (primarily ASEAN member states) as the receiving
office, so that if applicants of those cases so wish the JPO can prepare and provide International Search Reports

and International Preliminary Examination Reports.

As a result, the JPO will be able to provide the results of searches for prior art regarding PCT international

applications made to patent offices in the countries of jurisdiction.
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Revisions to Trademark Law Regarding TPP and Combating Counterfeit
Goods
TPP. &7 VR @xt SR THERARIEN

As a general agreement has been reached over the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), on October 15, 2015 the
Japanese government finalized a policy for revision of the Trademark Law that will introduce a system
increasing the damages awarded in civil cases regarding trademark infringement via the production and sale of

counterfeit goods, etc.

The increase in damages awarded will be applicable in cases of trademark infringement involving the
production of fake goods that imitate well-known brands of bags, watches and so on.
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Reduction in Patent Examination Time Planned in Cooperation
with Vietnam
HEr. AT LETR N BEEHRZEREEA

The JPO is to cooperate with the Vietnamese government on patent examinations. A reciprocal system will be
introduced that means a patent filed in one country whilst a corresponding patent is undergoing examination in
the other country will be subject to a greatly reduced examination time.

Until now, in such cases it has taken over four years between application and a patent being granted in Vietnam,
but under the new system the aim is to reduce this to just over one year.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFRDT—EXBAN

Semiconductor Cireuit Layout(Mask Wark) Consulitatign
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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The JPO Launches Similar Image Search Service
BAERFT. ELEGERETEH Y —EXRHR

On October 1, 2015 the JPO launched a new service utilizing image-matching technology to support searching
for images in design publications.

This service is available for free at all times online, and enables users to efficiently refer to images from
registered Japanese designs by arranging results based on similarity of elements of shape and color as selected
by the user.

Further, this service also allows users to carry out searches for design images and perform automatic collation
using image-matching technology, and arrange images from design publications based on similarity of shape
and color.
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Please contact usif you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column isto provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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