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Move towards Using Al in Patent Examinations
ATHIREZHEFERISERAA

From fiscal 2016, the JPO will begin a demonstrative project for the purpose of utilizing artificial intelligence
(Al in patent application procedures and examinations. The demonstrative project will make use of Al in
detecting errors in application procedures, as well as collecting materials that would likely be necessary for
examinations, etc.

The JPO has stated that if it is able to use Al in procedures, the time required for searching past inventions etc.
would be reduced, allowing more time and effort to be used in work that can only be done by humans, such as
deciding whether or not a patent should be granted.

FFaFIT 120 164EFE 0 D . FFRF O HBETR X CE A CTALIEE (A1) ZIEMT 2720 DOFEIFELIED D,
FEEFHETIE, HEFRE COMEDOFTADIEZN, FEIZKHEICRY Z D RREED HIFEREITA T &6
M35,

Barmid TA T AEHTE SR EORFAOKRR 2 EORMMNEMRCE, BT LTROLNDINE I 1D
IR 72 EARIC LT ERUVMERIZHNZRIS ZENTED] LLTWD,

1 eleB) HARAKENZO


http://www.harakenzo.com/
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/en/

HARAKENZO

40th Annzversary in 2016

HIEEBIEA May 2016
l l ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTEIYI’_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TR_ADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

National Application Figures for 2015
20155 M E RN A

According to a status report published by the JPO, in 2015 the total number of national patent applications was
318,721. This is a decrease of 2.3% compared to 2014. In recent years there has been a trend of gently
decreasing numbers of applications; however there has also been a trend of increasing numbers of registered
patents. Therefore it can be surmised that there is a strong trend for focusing less on the number of applications
and more on the quality of applications. In contrast with national applications, the number of international
applications made from Japan in 2015 was the highest it has ever been at 43,097, suggesting a strengthening of
overseas business strategy.

The figures on trademarks show a large increase of 18.4% in the number of applications over 2014, with
147,283 total applications filed (including 15,984 international applications for which designated notifications
were made to the JPO). The JPO began taking applications for new types of trademarks, such as movement and
sound, in April 2015, which likely contributed to this increase. In contrast with the number of patent
registrations, however, the number of trademark registrations overall remains stable, with a repeating cycle of
increase and decrease.

The figures on designs show an increase of 0.6% in the number of applications over 2014, with 29,903 total
applications filed (including 452 international design applications published with Japan as the designated
country). The number of design registrations has not changed considerably compares with 2015, but there has
been a slight decrease overall in the number of registrations since 2013.
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Slogans and Catchphrases to become Eligible for Trademark
Registration
ZE- X ruFIL—RXLEEZEHEA

For the first time in 45 years, the trademark examinations guidelines have undergone a major revision. The
revised guidelines are applied to examinations from April 1, 2016 onwards.

In order to increase the chance of foresight in and the consistency of trademark examinations, the examination
guidelines have been revised with the aim of making them clearer and easier to understand, based on changes
within society and trends in judgements and trial decisions. For example, guidelines have been added that relate
to enterprises’ mottos or slogans etc. and to catchphrases (succinct phrases used in marketing to capture
people’s attention). In the previous examination guidelines, such items are as a rule not regarded as having
distinctiveness. However, there have been multiple cases where decision of refusal made by examiners have
been overturned at appeal, and in consideration of the needs etc. of enterprises, the revised guidelines state
clearly that in certain cases such phrases will be deemed eligible for registration, and also indicate the necessary
circumstances in concrete terms.
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International Patent Application Figures — First Ever Reduction for No.1
Applicant USA
BT HFEH2 B OREN DD

For the first time since WIPO was founded in 1978, the USA, which has maintained the highest number of
international applications each year, has recorded a reduction in the number of applications filed. According to
figures published by WIPO for international patent applications, there were 57,385 USA-based applications in
2015, a reduction of 6.7% from the previous year. Despite this, the USA maintained its position as the country
with the highest number of applications. One reason for the reduction in US applications may be the change in
the US patent system from “first to invent” to “first to file.” As a result of the change to “first to file”, in 2014 a
large number of applications were filed — 61,477 in total. This may have had an effect on the number of
applications filed in 2015.

The total number of international patent applications filed in 2015 was 218,000, and increase of 1.7% over the
previous year, the highest number on record. By country, the USA had the most applications, followed by Japan
(44,235 cases — 4.4% increase) and China (29,846 cases — 16.8% increase).
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Damage to Japan’s Industrial Sector by Counterfeits at Home and
Abroad, and Relevant Countermeasures
ABARDEZANZT-ERN TOBRMBEESE LV TOXEK

The 2015 Counterfeit Damage Research Report has been published by the JPO, and contains information on the
status of damages caused by counterfeits to the Japanese industrial sector at home and abroad in fiscal 2014.

According to the report, in fiscal 2014, 896 enterprises (21.9% of the total) suffered damages due to
counterfeits. Broken down by type of goods, damages caused in the categories of miscellaneous goods,
electronic/electrical devices, and foodstuffs increased compared to the previous year. When examining the
countries where damages took place (via manufacture, shipping or sale), 64.1% of enterprises suffered the most
in China, followed by 18.9% that suffered the most in Korea, and 18% that suffered the most in Taiwan.

Measures against damages caused by counterfeits include, as well as obtaining and exercising IP rights in Japan
and abroad: consulting with experts, exposing production facilities, and informing consumers. Also, as
consumers often cannot tell the difference between counterfeit goods and the genuine article, from the point of
view of protecting consumers, some enterprises engage in anti-counterfeiting measures.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.
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