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Regulations of Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT Regulations) Revised

FEF IR D ERICEDCGRA(PCTRA) OHWIE

Regulations of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT regulations) have been revised, and the revised regulations
were brought into effect from July 1, 2017. Also, together with the revision of said PCT regulations, the
enforcement regulations of the law connected with international applications under the PCT, etc. have been

partially revised.

The main four points that have been revised are as follows:
(1)Extension of the period for requesting supplementary international searches (PCT regulation 45(2))

After the issuance of the International Search Report (ISR), the period in which further requests for
international searches can be made to other international searching authorities (i.e. the period for requesting
supplementary international searches) has been extended from up to 19 months from the priority date to up

to 22 months from the priority date.
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(2)Sending of primary search results etc. from receiving office to international searching authority (PCT
regulations 12(2), 23(2) and 41)
When producing the ISR, the primary search results of the application will be sent from the receiving office
to the international searching authority regardless of whether or not a request is made by the applicant.
(3)Obligation to notify WIPO of information on national phase applications (PCT regulations 86 and 95)
It has been made obligatory to notify WIPO of information on international applications during the national
phase, specifically (i) the date of national phase entry, (ii) the date of application publication and publication
number, and (iii) if a patent is granted, the date of grant, the date of patent publication and registration
number.
(4)Deletion of incompatibility stipulations (PCT regulations 4 and 51(2))
Due to the revisions made to the PCT regulations, stipulations in the PCT regulations regarding
incompatibility with local ordinances have been deleted where they no longer apply to any PCT member
states.
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Patent Administration Annual Report 2017 Published
I TBRERREEZ 201 7EERD AR

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) published its Patent Administration Annual Report 2017 on June 29, 2017. The
Report is available for download on the JPO website (Japanese only):
https://www.jpo.go.jp/shiryou/toushin/nenji/nenpou2017_index.htm

The lead article in the Patent Administration Annual Report 2017 contains information on the JPO's handling of
the "fourth industrial revolution™, including (i) a collection of opinions from experts provided at a meeting on
the state of IP systems that encompass the fourth industrial revolution; (ii) an agreement between the Japanese,
US, European, Chinese and Korean patent offices aimed at cooperation regarding new technologies such as loT
and Al; (iii) the establishment of a broad-faceted classification mark (ZIT) and the launch of an IoT committee
and loT examination team; (iv) the addition of examples of fourth industrial revolution technologies to the
Patent/Utility Model Examination Handbook; (v) a seminar on business-related inventions; and (vi) an
investigation into trends in patent technologies focused on technologies related to the fourth industrial
revolution.

Also, following this lead article, Section 1 presents trends surrounding Japanese IP based on statistical data,
Section 2 presents various support and measures etc. for the promotion of energetic IP activity and innovation,
and Section 3 presents the JPO's activities aimed at developing a global IP environment, along with trends etc.
in the IP systems of various countries.
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Patent Prosecution Highway Started Between Japan and New Zealand
AR —Za—C—3UFEIOHHFEE/ N1V T/ DR

A Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) was started between the JPO and the New Zealand Intellectual Property
Office (IPONZ) on July 6, 2017.

The PPH was established because on July 6, 2017 IPONZ joined the Global Patent Prosecution Highway
(GPPH) scheme that the JPO has established with multiple countries. For some time the JPO has been
encouraging foreign patent offices to participate in the scheme.

As a result of the PPH, patents applications that are judged likely to be granted a patent in Japan may, on the
request of the applicant, undergo accelerated examination in New Zealand with a simple procedure. It is
expected that this will aid Japanese enterprises to smoothly expand their businesses in New Zealand.
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Examination of Trademark Applications that are Later Applications of
Procedurally Flawed Applications
FhLtOBREHIHBEORBELGIBESHRHBEDEER

Some applicants have filed a large number of trademark applications with the JPO for which the applications
fees have not been paid (below referred to as "procedurally flawed applications™). The JPO generally dismisses
these kinds of procedurally flawed applications between four and six months after the date of application.

The JPO will proceed with substantive examination of a trademark application that is the later application of a
procedurally flawed application without waiting for the prior application to be dismissed, provided that it can
determine that there are no flaws in the later application. During said substantive examination, there are cases
where a notification of reasons for refusal may be provisionally issued until the prior application is dismissed,
but upon checking that the prior application has been dismissed, the examiner will issue a decision of grant
(unless there are other reasons for refusal). The JPO's handling of such cases is changing so that in future, when
such a notification of reasons for refusal is issued, it will be clearly indicated that the prior application that is

the reason for refusal has procedural flaws, and therefore when it is dismissed, a decision of grant will be issued.

As it will be written in a notification of reasons for refusal issued based on the existence of a procedurally
flawed prior application that a decision of grant will be issued upon dismissal of the prior application, simply
by checking the content of the notification, it is possible to judge any steps need to be taken to file a response,
or if all that is required is to wait. Further, if the applications fees are paid for a prior application with
procedural flaws, a substantive examination of the prior application will be carried out in accordance with the
Trademark Law.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFADYT—EXBAN

Copyright Suppert Station
SEEZRE

‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivatedin a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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New "Madrid Monitor" Service
HHY—EXITRYYREZAZ—][ZDUVT

An article introducing the trademark search tool "Madrid Monitor" provided by the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) has appeared on the JPO website.

The Madrid Monitor is a tool that integrates the functions and databases of the ROMARIN, Madrid E-Alert,
Madrid Real-Time Status and WIPO Gazette services (in future, the ROMARIN, Madrid E-Alert and Madrid
Real-Time Status services will be discontinued).

Madrid Monitor Functions
(1)Search
The procedural status and registration status of international applications made under the Madrid system can

be efficiently searched. The service offers a "basic search™ function as well as an "advanced search” function.
(2)Saving and sharing

Search criteria and search results can be saved and easily shared.
(3)Monitoring and email alerts

Specific trademark can be monitored and email alerts received in case of changes in status.

Home » |PSenvices - Madrd System » Madsid Moritor
Madrid Monitor Your gateway to the Madrid System, keeping you up to date on your AR
trademark
* Quick Start Guide IR
Follow the status of your intemational application or rademark registration, access detailed News
information on all trademarks registered through the Madrid System, and keep an eye on competitors’
trademarks.
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Search for
simple search
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Home » IP-Senvioes 5~ Madrid System » Madsid Moritor

Madrid Monitor Your gateway to the Madrid System, keeping you up to date on your AR
trademark
* Quick Start Guide IR
Follow the status of your intemational application or rademark registration, access detailed * News
information on all trademarks registered through the Madrid System, and keep an eye on competitors’
trademarks.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACH]I,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:

+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number) N
OSAKA 2nd OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com

(*updated on June 2012)
WEBSITE:

http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)
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