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Guidelines on Use of Gl Mark in Advertisements, Internet Sales and

Food Industry Menus
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On July 19, 2017, guidelines were published regarding the use in advertisements, internet sales and food
industry menus of the GI (Geographical Indication) mark. The Gl Mark is used to indicate that the

characteristic quality etc. of a product is linked to its geographical source.

For example, if the GI mark is used on an actual product of a registered geographical origin listed in a menu in
a restaurant, the Geographical Indication and the GI mark must be displayed as a set, in order to specify which
product is a Gl product. On the other hand, if the GI mark is displayed on a restaurant's menu to indicate the
origin of the major ingredient of a processed product, the menu must contain an explanation that the GI product
is the major ingredient of the processed product, along with an explanation that the GI mark displayed refers to

the menu items that use the GI product as their major ingredient.
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Further, regarding this kind of use of the GI mark, it is necessary to first obtain usage permission from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF). The process for obtaining permission can be carried
out by filling out the GI Mark Usage Request Form in the Use Provisions Addendum attached to the Guidelines
with the planned start date of use along with the usage medium etc. and submitting said form to MAFF. The
form will be checked to determine whether its contents meet the designated requirements, and if so a
notification will be sent to the applicant informing them that permission to use the GI mark has been granted.
Permission to use the GI mark is valid for two years from the date of grant, and unless permission is revoked it
will automatically be renewed. Use of the GI mark is free of charge, and once permission to use the mark in an
advertisement or menu etc. has been granted, it is not necessary to request permission to use the mark when
producing each separate advertisement or menu etc.

It is expected that sales of GI products and awareness of the Gl system as a whole will increase as a result.

[When using the GI mark on a Gl product in a restaurant's menu]

The GI Mark is \

| y o) shown alongside the
\ // Geographical
— Indication

=Correct use: it is

-00AA ##M@ | 000> @  ## clear which item
is a Gl product.

—————— #H#EAH | ————= ##HA \ )

[When using the GI mark to indicate that the major ingredient of a processed item on a restaurant's menu is

a Gl product]

An explanation that the Gl \
© |product is an ingredient is
displayed

o The GI mark is shown alongside
the Geographical Indication

-O00E—7n2i—5 ##MA | -OOE—JA7—% ##HA

=Correct use: it is clear that the
Gl product is beef from
—————— #HEA | [region] that is contained in

the steak. /

______ ##A | cmg ooc—> @ #A
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Expansion of Cooperation with Brazil in Field of Industrial Property
EXMENFICBTEITIVIILEDHmABRDIEKR

On August 1, 2017, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and Brazil's National Institute of Industrial Property signed a
memorandum of cooperation with the aim of expanding cooperation in the field of industrial property.

With the largest population and economic scale in South America, Brazil is one of the BRICS nations for which
high economic growth and development is predicted. Many Japanese enterprises have expanded into Brazil,
particularly in manufacturing industries such as the automobile industry. Accordingly, Japanese enterprises have
always had high requirements for IP protection in Brazil.

Based on this situation, the JPO and Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property have previously worked
together on many projects including receiving training in industrial property fields, opening consultations
between examiners, and establishing a Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH). With this latest agreement,
cooperative ties with Brazil will expand in scope, which it is hoped will enable Japanese enterprises to acquire
rights quickly and smoothly and receive suitable protection for those rights.

Further, the main cooperative matters contained in the memorandum are as follows:

(1) Exchange of information between both offices regarding industrial property systems and operations as well
as industrial property administration statistics, including industrial property strategies and international treaties,
laws, stipulations, guidelines and manuals etc. on industrial property
(2) (Expansion of) cooperation on substantive examinations including PPH and exchange between examiners.
(3) Cooperation on Information Technology (IT)
(4) Cooperation in the field of cultivating the human resources of both offices, including training programs.
(5) Sharing of knowledge and experience on the following:
A. All aspects of management of both offices including personnel, finance and examination quality
B. Activities to spread knowledge including producing training and teaching materials and providing
the public with information on industrial property
(6) Exchange of industrial property data such as publications etc. between both offices
(7) (NEW) Cooperation on strengthening industrial property protection in coordination with relevant
institutions
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(8) (NEW) Sharing of user appraisals in connection with the industrial property systems and operations of both
offices
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Handling of Applications for Trademarks Derived from Family Crests
RN OIEHEHARE F H FE D ER KL

In August 2017, a new section entitled "Handling of Applications for Trademarks Derived from Family Crests"
was added to the Trademark Examination Handbook. The concrete policy when conducting examinations of
applications for trademarks derived from family crests is described as follows (extracts taken from the
Trademark Examination Handbook).

(1) Family crests covered by these guidelines

There are over 10,000 family crests currently in use [in Japan], and in modern times many new family crests
have been created. As these new family crests include those with distinctiveness, not all family crests will be
subject to these guidelines, and only traditional family crests (those of samurai families from the Warring States
period, religions, companies, temples, religious sects etc.) will be made subject.

(2) Applicable articles

(i) Article 4(1)(6)

If an applied-for trademark formed of a family crest is identical with, or similar to, a famous mark indicating a
nonprofit organization such a religious crest of a religious corporation or a school symbol of a school
corporation, or a family crest used to indicate the undertaking of business for public interest such as
preservation of cultural property etc., this section will be deemed to apply.

(i) Article 4(2)(7)

There are many cases in which a local government uses a well-known or famous family crest that has an
association with a certain area and a strong power to attract customers in order to stimulate a local area. Crests
that famously indicate specific families also have a strong power to attract customers.

If a trademark is registered regarding such a family crest by a third party without a connection to said family
crest, it will invite a backlash from local residents and obstruct stimulation of the area etc., will cause disruption
of fair business and be in opposition to the public interest. If an application's progress is socially highly
inappropriate, this section will be deemed to apply.

(iii) Article 4(1)(10)

If an applied-for trademark formed of a family crest is identical or similar to a family crest well-known
amongst consumers as a mark indicating goods etc. pertaining to the business of another person, and in addition
the applied-for trademark designates goods etc. identical or similar to the aforementioned goods of said another
person, this section will be deemed to apply.
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(iv) Article 4(1)(15)
If an applied-for trademark formed of a family crest is identical or similar to a family crest well-known

amongst consumers as a mark indicating goods etc. pertaining to the business of another person, and use of the
applied-for trademark by the applicant is judged likely to cause confusion in connection with the producer of
the goods etc., this section will be deemed to apply.

(v) Article 4(1)(19)

If an applied-for trademark formed of a family crest is identical or similar to a family crest well-known
amongst consumers as a mark indicating goods etc. pertaining to the business of another person, and in addition
is judged to be used for unfair purposes, this section will be deemed to apply.

(vi) Article 3(1)(5)

If an applied-for trademark formed of a family crest is, for example, comprised merely of a very simple device
such as the circle or cross shown below, and in addition could be interpreted as a standard symbol, this section
will be deemed to apply.

Examples of crests to which this section applies

Kato Kiyomasa's Niwa Nagahide's
"Ja no Me" crest "Sujikai" crest

7. Article 3(1)(6)
Family crests are used in their original capacity as familial symbols on goods etc. such as Japanese clothing or
children’s festival dolls, or as decoration or patterns on other goods etc. such as mugs and t-shirts.
It is considered that consumers of such goods etc. will commonly understand the use of a family crest in this
way to either be merely an indication of a family crest or use of a family crest as a decoration or pattern, and
understand it not to be used as a distinguishing mark. In such a case, this section will be deemed to apply.
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivated in a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to Click here for details
international patent firms.
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INPIT Kinki General Headquarters Opens
INPIT: R 2RI ARAA—T

On July 31, 2017, the INPIT Kinki General Headquarters (INPIT-KANSALI), which supports the protection and
use of IP by small and medium-sized enterprises and venture enterprises in the Kinki region of Japan, opened in
Osaka Gran Front, Osaka City.

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the National Center for Industrial Property Information and Training
(INPIT) went ahead with preparations for opening INPIT-KANSAI in the second quarter of fiscal 2017 (July-
September), based on the government's policy of promoting the relocation of government-connected institutions
to regional provinces.

INPIT-KANSAI provides painstaking support for small and medium-sized enterprises and venture enterprises
in the Kinki region through various methods: (1) high-level, expert support regarding IP; (2) providing a
location for dispatch interview examinations and TV conference interview examinations; (3) providing
industrial property information via high-level search terminal facilities; and (4) collaboration with regional
institutions.

With the opening of INPIT-KANSAI, small and medium-sized enterprises and venture enterprises in the Kinki
region that were previously unable to adequately access IP information will be able to look forward to greater
protection and utilization of IP.

2017T4RTABL A, I H G ICFRTE ST DB « i/ « XU F vy —REOMNUEDORE - ITHZET S
FINPITUTSEAEFEASES ) (INPIT-KANSAT) 285, 77 7w hRB (KRBT (2B L7=,

BEFFIT 3 X OURSIATECE N TEFTAHERE ) - BHERE (INPIT) 1%, BURFBIFREE RS O Hh 5 B s % HEE 3 2 BUF
DI IS & SEEFEUEY] (7~9H) ICINPIT-KANSATZBR#%+ 5 Z L 2 HiE L Tl A D T X 7=,
INPIT-KANSATIE, (1) ZMIZBET 2 & - eS8, () HiRmEHRA - 7 L EmE#EEE OS5 O R,
(3) = W@%m%kﬂmi BT 2 pEZEMPEMEIT O (4) MO BGREEE & DBl & o - B 72 S8R
HReZ 1l U C, mdH G ORE « i/l e XUOFr—FEICH L, EOMPWIEREZITI> L LTND,
INPIT-KANSATDBHZRIC LV . ZHE THMEHA~DT 7 & 2N+ Tide o I 5 o fER « i/« R
VT v —ABREOMMEORE JERN. LV —EEELI LRI,

10 eleB) HARAKENZO



\-\ARAKENZO

40th Annzversary in 2016

FPEBIEA September 2017
I l ARAKENZO JAPAN
INTEI:{_ECTUAL PROPERTY LAW WORLD PATENT & TR_ADEMARK

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW FIRM

Views on IP: Patent Office Tour
MEADITHZ — K EFEFT—

The Japan Patent Office (JPO) will hold an event entitled "Views on IP: Patent Office Tour" in fourteen cities
across Japan between the end of August 2017 and the middle of March 2018.

The aim of "Views on IP: Patent Office Tour" is to popularize the JPO's IP support measures in regions of Japan
(and spread these measures in general). The event includes an IP symposium, seminars etc. on advanced topics
and various kinds of events. Also, JPO examiners will attend in person and dispatch interview examinations
will be conducted, providing users with an opportunity to talk directly to examiners regarding pending cases.

This even will provide enterprises located in various regions of Japan with a good opportunity to collect up-to-
date information on IP, and carry out interview examinations on their applications without having to travel far.
For more information, please see the following website (Japanese only): http://www.junkai-jp02017.g0.jp/

The event will be held in the following cities:
Sendai, Morioka, Osaka, Tokushima, Takamatsu, Maebashi, Takasaki, Nagoya, Kanazawa, Sapporo, Kumamoto,
Oita, Wakayama and Kobe (total 14 cities)
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,

and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-6121,
JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
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KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

TELEPHONE: TELEPHONE:

+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE: FACSIMILE:

+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number) +81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number) N
OSAKA 2nd OFFICE HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS: ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{@harakenzo.com
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