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JPO Begins 'Design Administration’
BT OITHAUBRE IDRS—k

According to the website of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), in order to improve the
quality of public services, the JPO established a 'Chief Design Officer' (CDO) on August 9, 2018, under whom
a 'design administration project team' was formed. The CDO and corresponding team will support the

strengthening of intellectual property as a source of competitive power in the modern world, while reforming

public services from the point of view of users and striving for greater convenience of use.
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1. What is 'Design Administration'?

According to the website, 'design administration' refers to ‘administrative methods for using the strength of
designs in constructing brands and creating innovation.' In the JPO's view, true design administration has people
at its core who identify fundamental problems and bring forth original and workable solutions while flexibly
reiterating and improving upon them.

2. Introduction of Design Administration into Governance

According to the website, design administration is starting to be adopted by startups and new projects within
enterprises, etc., and administrative bodies abroad have also begun using it to improve their services. Based on
this current situation, the JPO is also rising to the challenge to see how much it can improve public services
from the point of view of users.

3. The following undertakings by the JPO are specified:

(1) Establishment of the position of Chief Design Officer

The JPO has established the position of Chief Design Officer, a role which comprehensively covers design
administration at the JPO, including formulating policy regarding the use of designs at the JPO, increasing the
quality of public services and putting into practice policies to strengthen intellectual property. In doing so, the
aim is to improve public services and bring about greater consistency and continuity.

(2) Establishment of a Design Administration Project Team

The JPO has established a Design Administration Project Team under the Chief Design Officer. This is an
implementation organization that will consider the enforcement of policies at the JPO which utilize designs. By
considering the implementation of policies that improve the connections between the JPO and users, the Design
Administration Project Team will put design administration into practice. The Team will also promote the
spread of design administration throughout the entire organization by means of conducting training for JPO
staff.

(3) Future Plans

Design administration will begin by first grasping the needs of users who have not previously used reports or
intellectual property rights, etc. By doing so, the CDO and Design Administration Project Team will support the
strengthening of intellectual property as a source of competitive power in the modern world, while reforming
public services from the point of view of users and striving for greater convenience of use.
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Patent/Trademark Data Exchange between Japan and Malaysia
BA—<L—CT7RICE T 5 EiREED T —23X ik

On July 12, 2018, the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Malaysian Intellectual Property Office (MyIPO) jointly
held a Japan-Malaysia Forum on the Commercialization of Intellectual Property in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

At the Forum, the JPO and MyIPO agreed upon a memorandum regarding the exchange of information
regarding patents and trademarks. As a result, the JPO will be able to receive data (such as registration
information) regarding Malaysian patents and trademarks. Applicants etc. will be able to use said data to easily
grasp the situation regarding IP in Malaysia. The data from Malaysia is expected to be provided via the Foreign
Patent Information Service (FOPISER) by the end of this year at the earliest.

Currently in Malaysia it is possible to request accelerated examinations based on Japanese patents, using either
‘amended substantive examinations' or the 'Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH)." In addition, if an ‘amended
substantive examination' is approved, the examination will be quickened since examination will not be carried
out regarding inventive step, unity of invention, written requirements of the specification, clarity of claims and
S0 on.

It is thought that this cooperation between the JPO and MyIPO will make the acquisition of rights in Malaysia
smoother.
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Usage agreement for nohaku trademark
RIAERFERARNICONT

Nohaku (“rural stays™) refers to a peculiarly Japanese style of travel in rural areas in which one stays at a
variety of places such as inns on family farms or lodgings in old houses, allowing one to experience traditions,
meet local people and gain a sense of an area's unique appeal. The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF) has identified nohaku as an important pillar in realizing an increase in the income of rural
areas.

A trademark for nohaku (registration no. 4721507; class 43; provision of lodging facilities by farms) has been
registered by Mr. Seiichi Miyata. MAFF has received the exclusive right to use this trademark, and on July 3,
2018, filed a trademark application regarding all other uses of nohaku (application no. 2018-086421; all
classes). In order to lay the groundwork for the requirement of permission to use the nohaku trademark, MAFF
announced and brought into force the 'Nohaku Trademark Use Agreement' on July 23, 2018. As a result, it is not
possible to use the nohaku trademark without permission, and it is necessary to file a request with MAFF in
order to use it. Scope of use, usage fees and period of use are as follows.

Scope of Use: As a rule, the nohaku trademark may be used widely with the aim of contributing to the
promotion of nohaku. However, in the case of 'use in connection with specific governments, ideologies,
religions, activities for fund-raising etc.' or cases where 'there is a possibility that correct understanding of
nohaku will be hindered', etc., use is not approved.

Usage Fees: If permission is granted, the trademark may be used free of charge.

Period of Use: There is no limit on the period of use.

With MAFF freshly indicating its course of action regarding the promotion of nohaku, it is expected that
appropriate use of the nohaku trademark will be secured.
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Introduction to Our Firm's Service LFROY—EREBN

Geographical Indication Protection Consultation
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‘ We offer high-quality service, combining know-how cultivatedin a

long years of experience and analyzes competence unique to
international patent firms.
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Canada Joins the Hague System
NTEDN—THE~DME

On July 16, 2018, the Canadian Government deposited its instrument of ratification of the Geneva Act (1999)
of the Hague Agreement on International Design Registrations with the director of the World Intellectual
Property Organization (WIPQO). As a result, the Geneva act of the Hague agreement will come into force in
Canada from November 5, 2018.

Specifically, via the Hague Agreement, Canadian enterprises and designers etc. will be able to request
protection of an international application in up to 83 countries by paying a single inclusive fee. Also, enterprises,
etc. of countries that are part of the Hague Agreement will be able to request protection of their designs in
Canada by making international applications under the Hague Agreement.

It is important to note the following declarations made by the Canadian Government in their instrument of
ratification of the Hague Agreement.

M Based on Article 4(1)(b) of the Hague Agreement, international applications may not be filed
through the Canadian Patent Office.
(i) Based on Article 7(2) of the Hague Agreement, Individual Designation Fees will be adopted as

Designation Fees.

(iii) Based on Article 17(3)(c) of the Hague Agreement, the duration of protection will be the same as
for duration for protection for designs under the national law of Canada (10 years from the date
of registration).

(iv) Based on Common Regulation 18(1)(b) of the Hague Agreement, the period for reporting
refusals will be extended from six months to twelve months from the date of international
publication.
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Relaxation of Requirements for Powers of Attorney in Korea
BEICETAZEROEHDREM

According to the Korean Patent Office, the requirements in cases where powers of attorney are signed by
persons other than the representatives of corporations were relaxed on August 10, 2018. The relaxation of
requirements is regarding signatures only, and there is no change regarding cases where a seal is used.

Previously, if a foreign enterprise without a base of operations in Korea submitted a power of attorney when
filing a patent or trademark application, and the power of attorney was signed by someone other than the
enterprise's representative, it was required to either have the power of attorney notarized or include a document
certifying that the signee was authorized to represent the corporation.

As a result of the relaxation of requirements, it is no longer necessary to submit a notarization etc. if the power
of attorney includes a statement that a non-representative signatory has the power to sign the document. .
However, notarization etc. of powers of attorney is still necessary when entrusting special procedures regarding
abandonment or the filing of appeals etc.
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general information on the field of intellectual property,
and that the description here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

Please visit our facebook pages below.

@U_ffkggal Departmenti onjFacebooks
iZBiaBFacebookq

P N Nt NSl

Four. Iegal departments based in Osaka and Tokyo prowde information on |
trademark applications, design applications, combating counterfeit goods
WEtc via Facebook: Please view our, Facebook page for more deta|ls =

AR BRI BCEBEBOFacebooklc CIBIRLE: BHLHNE |
|EEHELGLONMICETAREERELTHVET HVTBRRELY

| S Moremformallon#illll:;_sb»\

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
EFRBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

QuiHirshimalfficefon]Gacebook

Our Hiroshima Office’s Facebook page provides useful services for
Hiroshima prefecture and the rest of the Chugoku and Shikoku regions,
with constant IP information updates. Please find us on Facebook.

LEE#HFOFacebooklc T.LERZSE. RUEMIOEREIC
ﬁﬁﬁt%h%iﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ&!ﬁﬁ%{% LTHYET. HUTCEELEEL,

~ @Moreginformation SMliE =B S
HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK HIROSHIMA OFFICE

1Er B EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK [ B %%k

Below are links to further IP information.

BIO IP | ITIP | loT X Al |
Informatlon Information Support Station
I\47I'9EI]HJI'|=¥E ITXAA 5%k IoOTXAIZIB=E
Food & Medical Maior & Emerain ] ]
SUPEgﬂ"ﬁ?ﬁon Eccgnomlc POV?IEI'? TPPL.P. Chapter
B x ERSTIRE # E AR ER TPPX184 153k
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TOKYO HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG. 21F
2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO, MINATO-KU,
TOKYO 105-6121, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky(@harakenzo.com
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OSAKA HEAD OFFICE

ADDRESS:
DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA, TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU,

OSAKA 530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG., 1-29,
2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACHI, KITA-KU,
OSAKA 530-0054, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk(@harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE

HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU, HIROSHIMA
730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm{zharakenzo.com

NAGOYA OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12 HIRAIKE-CHO,
NAKAMURA-KU, NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI
453-6109, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581 (Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582 (Main Number)

WEBSITE:
http://www.harakenzo.com
http://trademark.ip-kenzo.com

http://design.ip-kenzo.com
http://www.intellelution.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com






