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Japan Patent Office Annual Report 2023 Issued
RS TRIEFERIRESE 2 0 2 3DHET

On July 28, Japan Patent Office Annual Report 2023 was issued.

Japan Patent Office Annual Report 2023

!FS#SEL;F?SJLFQ ERPEE D 0 2 3DRST 1. Current status of domestic and foreign applications, registrations, etc.
In 2022, the number of patent applications was 289,530, and the
number of requests for examination was 233,780. Although the number

U.S. Patent Office Policy (Reminder of Missed Patent Maintenance of patent applications and the number of requests for examination have

Fee Due Date) been leveling off in recent years, the number of patent applications in

ARERBTTOMR (TR FREROILAROTEBNDRA) 2022 slightly increased compared to the previous year (289,200).

Announcement by the European Patent Office (regarding Unitary The number of patent applications filed in Japan by foreigners in 2022

Patents) was 70,717, a significant increase from 66,748 in the previous year.

BUNIFEFTOREX (BE—3FEHTOLT)
Of these, applications from the U.S. accounted for the largest number
with 26,874 (24,999 in the previous year), or 38% of the total.
Applications from Europe totaled 21,575 (20,924 in the previous year),
accounting for 30.5% of the total. Applications from China numbered
9,842 (9,369 in the previous year), and those from South Korea were
7,149 (5,936 in the previous year). The number of applications from all
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these countries and regions increased from the previous year.

However, the percentage of foreign applications to the JPO in 2022 was
24.4%, and although it is gradually increasing, it is still low compared to
the USPTO (US) and EPO (Europe), where the percentage of
applications by foreigners exceeds 50%, and where a further increase is
expected in the future.

The number of PCT international patent applications filed with the JPO
in 2022 was 48,719, slightly lower than the previous year (49,040), but

still maintaining a high level.

The ratio of the number of patent registrations to the number of patent
applications (patent registration rate) has remained almost unchanged.
In addition, out of the number of patent rights owned in Japan the total
number of so-called "active use" cases, i.e., the number of "own use"
cases and the number of "licenses to other companies" cases, was
874,550 in 2021, showing a steady increase compared to 2020
(864,062 cases) and 2019 (839,196 cases). It can be observed that
applicants are becoming more selective in their patent applications and
that a shift from quantity to quality is steadily progressing in the
intellectual property strategies of companies, etc.

The number of patent oppositions in 2022 was 1,322, a record high.
The number of decisions to revoke a patent in 2022 was 95, down from
104 in 2021. The number of decisions to maintain a patent in 2022 was
1178, up from 961 in 2021.
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2. Intellectual property activities of enterprises, etc.

According to the statistical information on intellectual property
activities of companies, etc., the number of patent applications filed by
domestic applicants has been on a downward trend since the Lehman
Shock, regardless of the increase or decrease in total R&D expenditures.
On the other hand, the international balance of payments for royalties
on industrial property rights has been in surplus (excess of receipts)
since 2000, and the amount of surplus has been increasing even after
the Lehman Shock.

According to "Intellectual Property Activities of Small and Medium
Enterprises and Regions," SMEs accounted for 18% of the total number
of patent applications filed by domestic applicants in 2022, an increase
from 17% in 2021. The number of PCT international patent applications
filed by SMEs was 4,700 in 2022, a slight increase compared to 2021
(5,115).

According to "Intellectual Property Activities at Universities, etc.," the
number of patent applications filed by universities, etc. in 2022 was
7,265, a slight decrease from the number in 2021 (7,313), but the level
remains high. The number of patent right enforcements, etc. (number
for licenses and assignments) by universities, etc. has been steadily
increasing and reached a record high of 21,959 in 2021.

3. Measures taken by the JPO, etc.
In response to the growing needs for shortening the time to grant of

rights as well as the time to the first examination notice, the JPO is

—
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working on the goal of reducing the "time to grant of rights" (standard
examination period) and "time to first examination notice" for patents to
an average of within 14 months and an average of within 10 months,
respectively, by the end of 2023. In 2021, these periods were 15.2
months and 10.1 months, respectively. In 2021, the average final
disposition time of the JPO (15.2 months) was significantly shorter than
that of the U.S. Patent Office (23.3 months) and the European Patent
Office (23.0 months).
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8O Th o7z, FraF RS O A G RIAFHUL, I FERIXV M Th D
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U.S. Patent Office Policy (Reminder of Missed Patent Maintenance

W5, Fee Due Date)
AREREFTORR (RFerER FERH O IRDTEBDEA)

3. BEFFIT Ot R

The U.S. Patent Office (USPTO) announced that it has initiated a trial
program to send Maintenance Fee Reminder and Notices of Patent

BFFTi, —EREmE oMM, AL ETOMM O EMEE R
WH=—ADEENEZT, 2023 £ TIRFFFO EF L ECOMIR | (I
YR A W) LT —REAEMETOWIM 22, F1470H BN, F
BI10 A AN ET D809 BEEIZEVIA TWD, 202 141X, TR, 1
5. 27°H . 10. 170H Th o772, 20214FE O g fAL5 HAR O SE l  bei L7
Yifr. AARERFFT (15, 220 7)1, KEFRFFIT (23, 3502 H) . BRINFEFFT
(23. 07 H) LH#L TRIBIZHY Y,

Expiration by e-mail.

The program will allow maintenance fee reminders and notices of
patent expiration, which are currently sent by mail, to be sent by e-mail
upon request. The content of the e-mails will not differ from the content

of the mailed notices.

Patent maintenance fees are due 3.5 years, 7.5 years, and 11.5 years
after the patent issue date, and the patentee may pay said fee six

months prior to the due date.

If payment is not made by the due date, the patentee will be notified

that the due date has been missed.

The patentee may subsequently pay the patent maintenance fee by
paying an additional fee within six months after the due date, and will

Introduction to Our Eirit’s Service LD —EX@N be notified that the patent has lapsed if payment is not made within that

Patent Opposition time frame.
(3f) BFEHIZT

We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge This program is only available for patents for which an e-mail address
—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical Click here.for.details . .

capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer. has been registered as the contact address regarding fees. To apply for
REQRRTESR/IN\0E, ARBHEBHES CHORNERI B DL — - - . . . o
OB — PRSI BB ST, BHiETE50 the program it is necessary to send required information to an e-mail
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address designated by the USPTO. The USPTO has explained that it is USPTOIZ, FraFHERs FEOB & B IRF I 2 30D IR R HEE O TRAETHDH L

the patentee's responsibility to pay maintenance fees in a timely manner. L TEY, AP IEE SRS I2GECEAONF IR N b T 55

A patentee is not relieved of their responsibility to pay the fee in a EETHoTh, R VIO RETHER O BFLIX BRI N NEL TN D,

timely manner even if the notice is not sent or if there is an error in the ZOTaTINE, kb T ar T AO MM H THH5 A 30 H b6 A [

notice. (IHEFEL . T DR REMREEL RIS, AT REFZITL OMOE Y72 &
ZiLDHESILTND,

The program is to continue for at least six months from its inception
date of May 30. After a review of the program's effectiveness,
appropriate action such as termination or modification will be taken.

KIEFFFFIT (USPTO) X, FFFFHERF FECBIO A IR A L 7= & DR
N (Maintenance Fee Reminder) 35 X OVRFETVH A D 8 %0 (Notices of Patent
Expiration) Z 8 1 A—/L CiE T HRIT 7/ s T LML LR KR LT,

ZOTOT T AL, BETE RSN TOD AR OFIEICETIRNB L
OFFFFEIRIC B2 AN DWW T, HFEICIVE T A— /L TOREE FEEIC
FTLOHLDOTHY, BT A—/VONFITHESNONELEDLRNELTND,

FERFFAT B 03, 5%, 7. 54FE%, 11. SHERBRITRFFHER: FECB O 3 Hh
HIRRAHY | FrrtEF 1L, WIRD 6 A i Y ik BBV A A TN TE
Do

ZOMRETII DI > T2 5 6120 MIIRZEm L7 § O RN
Shb,

FEarHEE X, BIFRD 56 A AN Th AT B INEE ORI L FEFFHER?
TR Z LI ENATRETH Y, Z OIS DD o T2 355 1T, R
DHIR LU= B 25@ s,

ZO7ar T ML, BT 0L LL TETF A= /LT RUADRRERS N
TWDRFFFIZOWVWTOAEHAIEE TH D, 7' 0r 7 LD HGEIZHTZ> T
USPTONFEETHEAF AL T L AL ERHALZ R ETHILERDD,
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Announcement by the European Patent Office (regarding Unitary
Patents)
RUNSEFT DFRE (B—3F5FH< D0 T)
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The European Patent Office (EPO) announced the status of applications
for patents with unitary effect. According to the announcement, as of
July 28, the number of applications for unitary patents received was
5,448, and the number of registered unitary patents was 5,060.
Applications have been received since January 2023 and the numbers
of applications in June and July 2023 were around 2,000 and 2,700,

respectively.

By technical field, Infrastructure & Mechanics accounted for 1,128
applications (about 20%), followed by Health with 1,056 (about 19%)
and Materials & Production with 1,042 (about 19%).

Electronics & Physics accounted for 626 cases, Digital for 589 cases,
Mobility & Space Technology for 481 cases, Energy for 369 cases, and
Agriculture & Food for 157 cases.

Of the languages in which these unitary patent applications were filed,
70.5% were in English, 22.8% were in German, and 6.8% were in French.

The most frequently translated languages (other than English) were
Spanish (1,465 cases), German (1,159 cases), and Italian (283 cases).
One of the reasons why many right holders chose Spanish may be that
Spain does not participate in the European Unitary Patent System and
that the submission of a translation is required when validating a

w_-

European patent in Spain.

The other languages used were French (258 cases), Dutch (127 cases),
and Swedish (119 cases), with French being selected relatively
infrequently.

The top countries of residence of the right holders (first right holders)
of unitary patents were Germany (1,075 cases), the United States (762
cases), and France (418 cases).

The others were Switzerland (329), Sweden (279), China (267), Great
Britain (253), Italy (246), Denmark (226), the Netherlands (208),
Austria (168), and Japan (166).

Although most of the applications for European unitary patents are filed
by European right holders, there are also applications from outside
Europe, such as from the US., China, and Japan, and the fact that the
system is also used in various technological fields indicates the high
level of attention the system is receiving.

RN FFFFIT 13, B — 2R O I GE IR DRI A TR LT, TSR DE 7
H28 AR CREICZ B LI L — 2 AR FF D I FEIL, 54481 TH Y, Bk
T H— I, 50601 THh o7z, 202341 A MO HFHITZ SN TRY,
202346 A D HEIT. K120004:, 20234E7 A O HEEIL, F1270014ThH-
77

B oy BF BTl # AR < HEMR (Infrastructure & Mechanics) 731, 1281
(F920%) % B | e W THEEE (Health) 231, 0564F (K919%) . Fbf - A pE
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(Materials & Production) 231, 0424 (919%) &72 > T\ 5,

Z O, BA - WEN6264F, TUHILNE89ME, BT 4 FH AT 348
M, =X —233691F, R RAP15TIHEER> TS,

ZNOH—=ZHFEOH ST RFFOFREFEDIH, 70. 5%DIEFETHY, 2
2. 8% 1MEE, 6. 8% NMLFETHHT=,

b2\ VRS 38 (JEELAN) 13, AA 38 (1, 4651F) , KVEE(1, 159
PE) . A2V T 55 (2831) DAL /2> TUND, AL EEA RIS DR E 3%
WILH &L T A TR B — R EE IS SN TR b3, W E CTRON
FeEr A 20k (Validation) 3235 A ICIERIRR SCORR B ML E L7 5T L3 —
RELTHEZOLND,

M, 77U AGE(258M) \ AT HEE(1271) AV =— T U EE(1191F)
LlpoTEY, 77 AFENBIRS O LIV 7 NI Th D,

H— 2R aT OMERE (EHHERNE) OB EEO B, R (1, 0751F) |
KE (76214) , 77 A (4181F) DA TH-T2,

ZOM, AAA(3291F) AV = —F 2 (2791F) | HIE (26 74) , 5E[EH (253
1) AZVT (2461F) . Tr~—2(2264F) . T4 (2084F) . A—AR) T
(1681F) . AA (1664f) La>T5,

RPN BE—Zh A5 FF 00 HR 3 D 2 UXFRIN OMERIF (2 L DH 07273 K [E, HE .,
H ARZEDORRNIZS DD HEEL B, k& 28 i 2 B CH R HI LTS
ZEmb, A EDE B EDOESIMA 2D,
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Officiall FacebooksBaGe s
HARAKENZO B8 2 AE e o,

ANV NBNIRYE LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful informationigathered from

- our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya. “/
/ & TRADEMARK W RIZIE UL On this page, we pubhsh a variety of information, such as thejlatestdevelopmentsiin

IP law and practice in various countries around the world, excmng |pXrelated/news,
@]j

and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us On|FAcebook! /
KRR RE A B IR Z K DE R E B OFacebooky ST
HEHESORHEEP. MM =1—X, iﬂ_ ﬁp@l@%li’(ﬁ\?ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁa&ﬂ@ﬁﬂ

GEEREBELTVWETTIFUOCHERE :

Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description

here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
R EHBEAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

] ) ¢ - 1 Our Twitter Account

BIO IP Information | | DX, IT IP Information | | . 10T X AL BEPR N T Twitter
upport Station ;
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tolhelpjyoulbecomelfamiliargwithfourfactivitiestand projects;we'post

Y
) information addltlon tolIP=relatedmews on Twitter. |f you have a Twitter accouﬁ‘
N A SNRA 1S R DX,ITH 315k IOTXAIZIB=E pleasefollowlus! Your“likes=and “re-tweets" are also appreqate‘d"’

EEROEH OIS E LB ICRCTET A L5 MU ERIC RS THAGERERE
LTHEVET. Twitter7 ATV FEaRHBEO AR BSEICZ+O0—<{ETL,

| Food & Medical | ( Maior & Emeraing | | ‘ LU PRIEABD TS

sl.p;',ﬁ.'i{“s‘i‘;t.on Eccjmomic Pouglerg TPP IP Chapter
""""""""""""""""""""" VYV IRVYYyYyYYY? @HarakenzoT #HARAKENZO ;-
BRxERZEE | | ENAEMIATER TPPHIA1E R u =]
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