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Submission of Priority Certificates and
Online Submission
BRAEIFAE DIRERUF > 5 1 V1R

Submission of Priority Certificates and Online Submission
BRAEIFAE DIRERUF > 51 V1R

The Japan Patent Office (JPO), in accordance with the Law for Partial
Amendment of the Unfair Competition Prevention Law, etc. (Law No. 51

of 2023) promulgated on June 14, 2023, announced its plan to

) o implement an amendment to allow the submission of a copy of a
Strengthening the Examination System for Al-related Patents

A | BB DEERAHI DL

priority certificate issued by an intellectual property office (government
of a first country) of a member state of the Paris Convention, and online
submission of such a certificate to the JPO. The date on which
. . fi i ill i ff ill ithin ni

Functional Improvements to the Patent Information Platform aforementioned amendment will come into effect will be within nine
BRI S v kT o — [\ DRAERE months from the date of the announcement, which is expected to be

January 2024 according to the current schedule.

Currently, in order to use the priority system under the Paris
Convention, it is necessary to submit to the Commissioner of the Patent
Office an original priority certificate issued in paper form by the
government of the first country. On the other hand, after the
aforementioned amendment comes into effect, in addition to the
submission of the original, it will be possible to submit the following

forms of priority certificates.
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Online Submission

- A priority certificate issued in paper form by the government of the
first country and digitized into PDF format

- A priority certificate provided electronically by the government of the
first country (PDF format*)

* This includes priority certificates that were provided electronically in a
format other than PDF format by the government of the first country
and then converted by the applicant into PDF format.

After the aforementioned amendment comes into effect, it is expected
that it will be possible to submit priority certificates online via

"electronic special application" using Internet application software.

Submission in writing

- A copy of the priority certificate issued in paper form by the
government of the first country
- A printout of the priority certificate provided electronically by the
government of the first country

When submitting a priority certificate for an international application
with Japan as the receiving office, submission of a copy or online
submission by electronic special application is not possible. Instead, the
procedure must be completed in paper form as in the past. However, the
ministerial ordinance will be amended to allow the submission of a copy
or online submission of a priority certificate in accordance with Article
38-14 of the Enforcement Regulations of the Patent Law after the entry

of an international application into the national phase in Japan.
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The implementation of the aforementioned amendment will reduce the
time and cost previously required to obtain a priority certificate
document from the agent of the first country, and will make it easier to

use the priority system based on the Paris Convention.
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Strengthening the Examination System for Al-related Patents
A | BB T OERAKSIDRL

In the examination of patent applications for inventions related to Al-
related technologies ("Al-related inventions"), the Al Examination
Support Team, which was established on January 20, 2021 and consists
of administrative staff and Al officers, has been providing support for
efficient and high-quality examination by consolidating the knowledge
of each examination division and providing consultation to examiners
outside the Al Examination Support Team.

The number of Al officers in the Al Examination Support Team was
increased from 13 to 38 as of October 1, 2023, for the purpose of
strengthening the examination system to support the examination of Al-
related inventions, including those in fields where Al technology has not

been used so far.

As a result of this increase in the number of Al officers, one Al officer
can be assigned to every examination office, whereas before, Al officers
were assigned to examination offices for fields in which Al technology
was widely used. Thus, the Al Examination Support Team can
appropriately support the examination of Al-related inventions in fields
where Al technology has not been utilized so far.

In addition, the Al officers will receive training by outside experts and
others to continuously improve their knowledge of the latest Al

technologies.
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Furthermore, in the future, the Al officers will share and organize
knowledge accumulated through consultations and publish useful
examination examples regarding Al-related inventions, so as to provide
applicants, etc. with easy-to-understand information on the operation of
patent examinations of Al-related inventions and serve as a reference

for examiners.

Through these efforts, the speed and quality of the examination of Al-
related inventions are expected to be ensured in the future, and efficient
and high-quality examination is expected to be promoted.

AIBTEEARIZ B3 27U | TAIBDETE B O RF T HFE O A2 0T

20214F1 720 FICHE R LT, B BB % AU S B BB S MDA 413X
BT — 203, HFEEDMOMAEENL | AIEE ZET — DA OEEE D
DB HZ LI Lo T M 1 M B/ A O FHBUC I 723 4R
T oCE,

Al ZIE TAHEHROWE 28 bR T Y B G  | AR 36
DFEEY R —NCEBIIRBANH OMALE AIEL T, 2023410/ 1H
A0, BTRCAIR A BT — AT DAY B O AR, 13 AH 538 AITHE
Bahiz,

A RIOBEBIZXY | HERTTIE, ALY B 2 AIBAN OIF AN S ALNDHFE
RITHEL TNV A, RTOFBERICAHY B 214 T ORE TE555
(70T, Jo T AL ET — L8, S ECTABIROTE A A5
o7 BHZ BV THAIBE R B O &2 U AR — M52 LAV AThE
Aoyt

Fio, AHLS B ITIE, SN RS S5 ISR DHHE O FEMESE | Bt D AEIRIC
BIL Tk iz i) EAMTOND T IETHD,

NOVEMBER 2023
JAPAN

EDIT, FRRIOICIT, ALY EMER ISR CERB SN -8 et -3
HL, AHRLDIZOWTIFAIR#EBEH OB AERFLL TARL T, HEA
EICAIB A ORFFEEDOEN A2 00T ORT LI BETOS
BLTHTETHD,

INBDTENE  FFRAVC, AIBTETE B O A OTGENE - E D RS AL, %)
RN B B R R A D HEE SN D HIA R THD,

T —

Intell ” HARAKENZQ ™ere”




—

Newsletter

——

Functional Improvements to the Patent Information Platform
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From October 12, 2023, the following functional improvements (1)
through (5) have been implemented on the Patent Information Platform.

(1) The number of gazette PDF files downloadable on the search results
list screen has been expanded from 5 to 20.

(2) The maximum number of downloadable PDF files for examination
documents in the One Portal Dossier (OPD) Search has been
increased from 5 to 10.

(3) A function has been added that allows the user to jump directly to a
designated page when displaying patent/utility model publications
with a large number of pages.

(4) In the Patent/Utility Model Classification Search (PMGS), when
clicking on links such as "FI Revision Information” and "Figures’, a
function has been added to display the linked page in a separate tab
of the browser.

(5) An external link has been added to the "Graphic Image Design
Search" (Graphic Image Park) in the global navigation.

It is thought that these improvements will make the following possible.

(1) and (2) increase the maximum number of simultaneously
downloadable gazettes, and thus reduce the time and effort required to
retrieve many gazettes. Therefore, many gazettes can be obtained more

easily by downloading.

(3) makes it easier to extract a specific page of interest from a large

number of pages of patent and utility model gazettes.

(4) enhances operability by allowing a comparison of a link source
screen (Patent/Utility Model Classification Search) with the link
destination screen (FI Revision Information, Figures, etc.).

(5) makes use of the "Graphic Image Design Search" (Graphic Image
Park) easier when searching for designs.
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Introduction to Our Firm s Service LAY —EZXBN

Ratent Support Station
i
We provide services of the highest standard by combining expert knowledge

—cultivated through decades of experience— with unique analytical ClLick here for details
capabilities that only a large-scale international IP firm can offer.
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.

Official FacebooksRaGey
BRIVEAXT ST A

We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information’gathered from
our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
On this page, we pubhsh a variety of mformanon such as thellatest: developments in
IPlaw and practice in various countries around the world, exciting IPXrelated/news,
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us onFacebook! /
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description
here does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme.

HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK
e EAHARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

Our X (Twitter) account

| | | | | |
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BIO IP Information | | DX, ITIP Information | | ¢, 0 "o Fﬁ NG (IEI )
N A 5B TE R DX, ITHNA4 15 R IoOTXAIZIEE
1 . I bgr:susa:xtlaywigter)Tﬁr;y‘ h&%fsrm’ﬂi\355%:7?1:1—_(7%‘&\
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Support Station Economic Powers P
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JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810
(Main Number)
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+81-3-3433-5281
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com
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ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI
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530-0041, JAPAN
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+81-6-6351-4384
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KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054,
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TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com
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ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12
HIRAIKE-CHO, NAKAMURA-KU,
NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI 453-61009,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com
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