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Relaxation of Procedures for Exception to Lack of Novelty
(Enacted on January 1, 2024)
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The amendment to "Relaxation of Procedures for Exception to Lack of Novelty
of Design™ which we have reported in our previous newsletters will come into
force on January 1, 2024. For applications filed on or after January 1, 2024, with
respect to a design published due to action by a person who has the right to
obtain a registration for said design (including successors of the right), the same
or similar designs which were published on or after the earliest publication date
may also receive an exception to lack of novelty without need for additional
procedures, by providing proof of any act of publication that took place on the
earliest date of publication (if more than one publication took place on the same
day, the specific timing of the publications does not matter).

The "Design Examination Guidelines” and the "Collection of Questions and
Answers on Exceptions to Lack of Novelty of Designs (Article 4(2) of the
Design Act)" will be revised and published in due course.
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Copyright of Voice in the Use of Speech Synthesis Al
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with researchers affiliated with the Graduate School of Media and Governance of
Keio University, submitted a paper entitled "Legal Issues in the Use of Speech
Synthesis Al: Do We Have Rights to "Voices'?". The article examines the rights
that can be asserted in the future use of synthetic voices that closely resemble

BRI E I T, [EREALLE ) RO [5E 0 5 R % oo Fil sk real human voices, generated by Al voice synthesis technology, from the
HE (BIEIEBALRE2H) 2OV TOQRME] ENIERSGET S, AREND T perspective of copyright, right of publicity, and personal information protection
E1Z, law.
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I iooomna<imon, 11 [ P —— With regard to copyright, for example, when a well-known actor posts a video on
PM 3 : 00 /ESERRFEIC TR

ITVNERROBEDARS EUT a social networking service, the video is a work that creatively expresses his/her

@ == ¥ thoughts or feelings. And the act of extracting only the voice contained in the

b : video without the actor's permission and creating a text-to-speech model using

Al itself may fall under the use of information analysis research that does not

IﬂEIC:ulmﬂﬂfﬁotlﬂ it aim to enjoy the thoughts and feelings expressed in the work, and thus the
WINH—oFRICOVTIAEE £aY

RiTE03 copyright holder's rights may be restricted (Article 30-4-2 of the Copyright Act).

FERFITHP & Y ) However, if only a speech synthesis model is used for the purpose of

reproducing an actor's voice, the copyright owner can claim copyright

infringement because the use is unreasonably prejudicial to the copyright owner's
use in light of the type and intended use of the copyrighted work and the manner
of such use.

In any case, until the concept of "voice rights" in the use of speech synthesis Al
is established, it is important to obtain the permission of the copyright holder.
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JPO Publishes Examination Guidelines for Similar Goods

and Services (International Classification of Goods and

Services, Edition 12-2024)
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The JPO has prepared and published the "Examination Criteria for Similar
Goods and Services" (hereinafter referred to as the "similarity criteria™), in which
goods or services that are presumed to be similar are grouped together and each
group is assigned a specific code for search purposes. The "similarity criteria"
are based on the Trademark Law and the Trademark Law.

These "similarity criteria” function as uniform criteria for examiners to determine
whether the designated goods or designated services of an application for
trademark registration are similar to the designated goods or designated services
of another person's trademark registration, in accordance with Article 4(1)(xi) of
the Trademark Law. On December 8, 2023, the JPO published the Examination
Guidelines for Similar Goods and Services (corresponding to the International
Classification of Goods and Services Version 12-2024).

These similarity criteria will be applied from January 1, 2024.

The main changes are as follows.
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Major changes to the Examination Guidelines for Similar Goods and Services
[Version 12-2024] (Based on Nice Agreement)

Additions

Class 6: Hand-held supermarket shopping baskets of metal; Class 20: Hand-held
supermarket shopping baskets, not of metal (19B42)

Class 11: Personal cooling packs, not for medical purpose; Class 21 Cold packs for
chilling food and beverages (19B50)

Class 16: Tissue paper (25A01)

Class 33: Flavoured brewed alcoholic malt beverages, except beers / flavored brewed
alcoholic malt beverages, except beers (28A02)

, etc.

Migrations

e Class 16: Photograph stands (26D01) — migrated to Class 20.

Change of indication

* Class 30: Unroasted coffee (32D04) — Class 30: Unroasted coffee beans (32D04)
, etc.

Deletions

e C(lass 21: Personal cooling packs, not for medical purposes (19B50) — deleted

e Class 20: Shopping baskets for the transport of items (19B42) — deleted

JANUARY 2024
JAPAN

Major changes to the Examination Guidelines for Similar Goods and Services ‘
[Version 12-2024] (and other comments from within and outside the JPO)

Changes of indication

e Class 29: Vegetable juices for cooking (32F04) — Japanese expression changed from
FHER B = — A to FRHIT] P 3270

e Class 35: Rental of typewriters/photocopying machines and word processors (35J02)
— Class 35: Rental of photocopying machines (35J02) , etc.

e Class 14: Bonnet pins of precious metals; Class 26: Bonnet pins, not of precious
metals — deleted
e Class 32: Synthetic beer — deleted

Other goods and services that have been added, deleted, or changed in the
display can be found in the list of changes
(URL:https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/guideline/trademark/ruiji_Kijun/do

cument/ruiji__kijun12-2024/henkouten ichiran.pdf).

[See also]
https://www.jpo.go.jp/system/laws/rule/quideline/trademark/ruiji_Kkijun/ruiji_Kkiju
n12-2024.html
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Please visit our facebook pages and our twitter account below.
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WORLD PATENT LAWYERS We have an official Facebook page where we post helpful information gathered from )

our offices in Osaka, Tokyo, Hiroshima, and Nagoya.
P PN N Intellelution On this page, we publlsh a variety ofmformatmn such as the'latest: developments in

P law and practice in various countries around the world; exciting |PIrelated[news,
and what's going on with us and around us. Please find us on|Facebook!
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Please contact us if you have any comments or require any information.

Please acknowledge that the purpose of our column is to provide general
information on the field of intellectual property, and that the description here

does not represent our legal opinion on a specific theme. HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

FE+EA HARAKENZO WORLD PATENT & TRADEMARK

Below are links to further IP information.

Our X (Twitter) account

: . loT X Al 5 AR 22 TUX(IBTwitter)

BIO IP Information DX, IT IP Information Support Station : olhelplyoubecomelfamiliargwithfourfactivitiestand proj p
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ : informationjintadditionftojlP2 reIated news on X (TW|tter) Ifyou have a_r'k)i (TW|tt
’ : youre [ —
A A HEATE 2R DX, ITHIE4 1548 IoTXxAIZIBE account, please follow!us! Your ™" Ilkes and " reposts are also appreclated

Food & Medical Major & Emerging
SUP;',‘;i{"s‘i‘a"tion Economic Powers TPP IP Chapter

[=] sz [x]
X @HarakenzoT #HARAKENZO E%
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TOKYO HEAD
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG.
SOUTH TOWER 29F,

2-4-1, HAMAMATSU-CHO,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105-5129,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-3-3433-5810
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-3-3433-5281
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com

https://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

OSAKA HEAD
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

DAIWA MINAMIMORIMACHI
BLDG.,

2-6, 2-CHOME-KITA,
TENJINBASHI, KITA-KU, OSAKA
530-0041, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com

OSAKA 2nd
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

MITSUI SUMITOMO BANK
MINAMIMORIMACHI BLDG.,
1-29,

2-CHOME, MINAMIMORIMACH]I,
KITA-KU, OSAKA 530-0054,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-6-6351-4384
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-6-6351-5664
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com

HIROSHIMA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

NOMURA REAL ESTATE
HIROSHIMA BLDG. 4F

2-23, TATEMACHI, NAKA-KU,
HIROSHIMA 730-0032, JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-82-545-3680
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-82-243-4130
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com

https://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

https://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

https://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

NAGOYA
OFFICE

ADDRESS:

GLOBAL GATE 9F, 4-60-12
HIRAIKE-CHO, NAKAMURA-KU,
NAGOYA-SHI, AICHI 453-6109,
JAPAN

TELEPHONE:
+81-52-589-2581
(Main Number)

FACSIMILE:
+81-52-589-2582
(Main Number)

WEBSITE:
https://www.harakenzo.com
https://trademark.ip-kenzo.com/

https://design.ip-kenzo.com/

E-MAIL:
iplaw-tky@harakenzo.com

https://design.ip-kenzo.com/

https://design.ip-kenzo.com/

https://design.ip-kenzo.com/

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-osk@harakenzo.com

E-MAIL:
iplaw-hsm@harakenzo.com

https://design.ip-kenzo.com/

E-MAIL:
iplaw-ngy@harakenzo.com
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